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The legacy of the Farm and Home
Center began 50 years ago when Elmer
L. Esbenshade donated a tract of land in
Lancaster County and $100,000 to the
Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster
County for the purpose of creating an
agricultural center unlike any other in the
state of Pennsylvania at that time. The
Farm and Home Center has grown since
1968, but its mission is still the same: to
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Help serve our community with
the Farm and Home Center in 2018-2019!
Yes, I want to be a part of supporting agriculture and the greater
community of Lancaster County.
Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of:

o$500 o$250 o$100

o$50 o $25 o Other $ _________

Please make all checks payable to the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County.
Name________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (__________)_______________________________

Street Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________ State _______ Zip Code _______________ Email:_________________________________________________________
The official registration and financial information of the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department
of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

ADDRESS CHANGE?
If you have moved, changed your name, or prefer to be removed from our mailing list,
please contact us by mail, email (info@farmandhomecenter.com), or phone (392-4911). Thank you!
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provide a meeting space for agricultural
and community meetings and events.
Throughout the years, the Farm and Home
Center has undertaken the challenge
to provide a well-cared for space to the
community for reasonable rental rates.
In the course of a year, over 52,000 people
walk through the front doors for events
and meetings at the Farm and Home
Center. People from all over Lancaster
County and beyond gather for 4H meetings,
dairy workshops, exercise classes, wedding
receptions, baby showers, collectors’ shows,
etc. The Farm and Home Center strives

to create a warm, friendly, and clean
environment for each person who enters
through the doors.
The Farm and Home Center not only
provides rental space for community
members and organizations around
Lancaster County, but it also provides
offices to several local agricultural
businesses and agencies. The Farm and
Home Center is home to the Lancaster
County Conservation District, the Penn
State Ag Extension, the USDA Farm
Service Agency, the USDA Natural
Resource Conservation Service, the USDA
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (Spotted Lanternfly Research
Team), DBC Ag Products, Lichty Tax
Accounting, and the Adagio Dance
Academy. Several of these agencies
have been at the Farm and Home Center
since it was first built and have seen

many changes through the years. They
have also witnessed the Farm and Home
Foundation’s commitment to agriculture
and the local community.

Tomorrow…
While the Farm and Home Foundation
has striven to support the local
community through the Farm and
Home Center, this endeavor does not
come without cost. As time goes on,
buildings need repairs and updates
to provide the best space possible.
Within the next few years, the Farm and
Home Center is planning to replace the
HVAC units throughout the building
as they are nearing the end of their
life expectancies. We are also looking
to improve our security measures
throughout the building by installing
Continued on page 2

TENANT NEWS
LICHTY TAX ACCOUNTING

Overview of the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act (TCIA)

Then & Now
Farm and Home Foundation
of Lancaster County
1383 Arcadia Road
Lancaster, PA 17601-3149
Phone/Fax: 717.392.4911
Email: info@farmandhomecenter.com
www.farmandhomecenter.com

BOARD MEMBERS
John E. Coleman, Jr., President
Kurtis L. Groff, Vice-President
Doreen Shearer, Secretary
Audrey R. Landis, Treasurer
E. Scott Augsburger
Daniel Desmond
Daniel L. Fox
J. Larry Hess
Richard D. Hess
Hannah Masser
James L. Musser
Bernard R. Nissley
Jordan M. Risser
Glenn W. Rohrer
Lynn Royer
Llew Williams
ADVISORY

Leon J. Ressler
Deanna Grager, Manager

MISSION STATEMENT
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the advancement of agriculture and family living in local communities through
education, leadership development and
conservation.
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a comprehensive video surveillance
system. The stage in the auditorium
is going to be replaced by a new stage
that is handicap accessible. As we
pursue providing the best possible
facility inside the building, we are also
working towards maintaining the trees
and landscape around the property. All
of these projects are necessary for the
upkeep of the Farm and Home Center,
but come with a substantial cost.

You can help!
Would you consider joining with
the mission of the Farm and Home
Foundation to serve the local
community?
With every donation to the Farm and
Home Foundation, we are able to continue
to serve the community with a beautifully
kept facility available at reasonable
rates. Please see the back page of this
newsletter for more information on how
you can be a part of the mission of the
Farm and Home Foundation!

Upcoming Events
November 3...........Brill Sports Memorabilia Show
November 4...........Doll, Toy, & Teddy Bear Show
November 10.........Farm Toy Show & Auction
November 11.........Santa’s Helpers Designer Purse Bingo
November 17.........Furever Home Adoption Agency Vendor Fair
November 18.........Junior League Vendor Fair
November 23.........Lancaster Post Card Show
November 24.........Lancaster Post Card Show
December 8............Gifts That Give Hope Alternate Gift Fair
December 9............CMHS Music Boosters Vendor Fair
December 11.........Reliant Hiring Job Fair
December 16.........K2 Collectibles Stamp Show
For more information, please call the
Farm and Home Center at 717-392-4911.
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The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA, or Act)
makes substantial changes to the Internal Revenue Code. In order to comply
with certain budgetary constraints, the
TCJA contains a “sunset”, or expiration
date, for many of its provisions—e.g. they
apply for tax years beginning before Jan.
1, 2026. Accordingly, many of the TCJA
provisions are temporary. This letter provides an overview of the Act’s sunsetting
provisions.
Unless otherwise noted, the provisions
discussed below are effective for tax
years beginning after Dec. 31, 2017 and
before Jan. 1, 2026. For calendar-year
taxpayers (nearly all individuals), this
means that the provisions are effective
for 2018-2025.
•

•

•

New income tax rates & brackets.
Seven tax rates apply for individuals: 10%, 12%, 22% 24% 32% 35%
and 37%. The Act also provides 4 tax
rates for estates and trusts: 10%, 24%,
35%, and 37%.
Standard deduction increased. The
standard deduction is increased to
$24,000 for married individuals filing
a joint return, $18,000 for head-ofhousehold filers, and $12,000 for all
other taxpayers, adjusted for inflation in the 2019-2025 tax years. No
changes are made to the current law
where additional standard deductions for the elderly and blind apply.
Personal exemption set to $0. The
deduction for personal exemptions is
effectively eliminated for 2018-2025
by reducing the exemption amount
to zero.

Farm & Home Foundation

•

New limitation on “excess business
loss.” The Act provides that excess
business losses are not allowed for
the tax year, but are instead carried
forward and treated as part of the
taxpayer’s net operating loss (NOL).

•

Child tax credit increased. The child
tax credit is increased to $2,000, and
other changes are made to phase
outs and refundability during this
same period. In addition, taxpayers
are allowed a $500 credit for each
dependent who isn’t a qualifying
child.

•

Mortgage and home equity indebtedness interest deduction limited.
The deduction for interest on home
equity indebtedness is eliminated for
2018-2025, and the deduction for interest on “acquisition indebtedness”
is limited to underlying indebtedness of up to $750,000 ($375,000
for married taxpayers filing separately). Acquisition indebtedness is
generally debt a taxpayer incurred
in acquiring, constructing or substantially improving the taxpayer’s
home or second residence. Congress
ultimately didn’t adopt a proposal
to eliminate the mortgage interest
deduction for mortgages on a taxpayer’s second residence.

•

New credit for employer-paid family
and medical leave. For wages paid
in tax years beginning after Dec. 31,
2017, but not beginning after Dec.
31, 2019, the Act allows businesses
to claim a general business credit
equal to 12.5% of the amount of
wages paid to qualifying employers
during any period in which such employees are on family and medical
leave (FMLA) if the rate of payment
is 50% of the wages normally paid to
an employee. The credit is increased
by 0.25 percentage points (but not
above 25%) for each percentage
point by which the rate of payment
exceeds 50%. All qualifying fulltime employees have to be given at
least two weeks of annual paid family and medical leave (all less-than
full-time qualifying employees have
to be given a commensurate amount
of leave on a pro rata basis).

•

Medical expense deduction threshold temporarily reduced. For tax
years after Dec. 31, 2016 and ending before Jan. 1, 2019, the threshold on medical expense deductions
is reduced to 7.5% of adjusted gross
income (AGI) for all taxpayers from
10%.

As you can see from this overview of
sunsetting TCJA provisions, the new law
affects many areas of taxation. For more
information on tax related topics and
other useful tools, visit my tax and accounting services website at www.lichty.
us. Go to the (Tools Menu) and to (MoreLinks-Broadridge Financial) for up-to-date
financial information.
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Lancaster 4-H Livestock Judging Team
to Represent PA at National Competitions

Stream Maintenance
after Flooding Events
According to U.S. Climate Data’s website,
Lancaster County receives an annual
rainfall of approximately 42.81 inches
per year. Currently, Lancaster County
has exceeded the average annual rainfall by 3.57 inches with approximately
46.38 inches of rain as of September 10,
2018 (data compiled from Millersville
University’s Weather Information Center).
Recently, flash flooding in parts of
northwestern Lancaster County, including heavily hit Mount Joy, caused concern for residents and motorists when
approximately 10.5 inches of rainfall
occurred over a nine hour timespan on
August 31 (Brackett, 2018). When dealing with the aftermath of such high level intensity rain events, it is important
to recognize what options are available
to help maintain the streams and waterways affected by floodwaters.

In general, the removal of debris within
a stream channel does not need formal authorization or notification to the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP), so long as
the removal efforts avoid altering the
stream channel or banks. This would
also include the removal of debris that
can be completed from the streambank,
such as lifting out the debris, and the removal of debris that has accumulated in
and around a structure, such as a bridge
or culvert. For more information on
maintaining streams visit http://lancasterconservation.org/erosion-sedimentation/surface-water-projects/stream-encroachment /
In the case of extreme flooding events,
the Department may issue emergency
permits under PA Code §105.64 if it finds
the immediate remedial action is necessary to alleviate an imminent threat to
life, property, or the environment. Examples include, but are not limited to, the

repair or replacement of damaged culverts, bridges, or other stream crossings,
and streambank stabilization. Emergency
permits approved by the Department will
expire 60 days after the effective date of
the permit unless extended in writing.

Conducting routine maintenance
of debris on your property or near
waterways can help to minimize
the buildup of debris that may dam
up streams or backup storm water
facilities during storm events.
Questions regarding the handling and
disposal of flood debris and whether a
proposed stream activity would require
permitting can be directed to the Lancaster County Conservation District (717392-4911 ext. 5) or the PADEP South
Central Regional Office (Main Office: 717705-4700 and 24-Hour Emergency: 866825-0208).
- Liz Deming
Resource Conservationist

Lancaster 4-H Livestock Judging Team
to Represent PA at National Competitions
During the recent competition at Penn
State 4-H Achievement Days, held
at the University Park Campus, the
Lancaster County 4-H Senior Livestock Judging team captured the state
championship. The team now has the
opportunity to compete in regional
competitions and will represent
Pennsylvania in the National 4-H
Livestock Judging Contest to be held
in November.
Members of the award winning
2018 Senior Livestock Judging Team
include:
Jacob Snavely, 4-H member for 6
years; 15 year old son of Jason and
Erica Snavely, Manheim
Emma Musser, 4-H member for 8
years; 17 year old daughter of Greg
and Jodi Musser, Elizabethtown
Leah Welk, 4-H member for 8 years;
17 year old daughter of Don and Emily
Welk, Strasburg
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L to R Jacob Snavely, Emma Musser, Leah Welk, Maddie Musser

Maddie Musser, 4-H member for 9
years; 18 year old daughter of Greg
and Jodi Musser, Elizabethtown
The Pennsylvania Judging Team is
scheduled to compete in the following
post-season contests:
• Keystone International Livestock
Exposition, Harrisburg, PA

•

Stockmen’s Livestock Judging
Contest, Dekalb County, IN

•

Southeastern Regional Livestock
Judging Contest, Raleigh, NC

•

National 4- H Livestock Judging
Contest, Louisville, KY
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Implementing Pest Management to Safeguard Pollinator Habitats

Pest Management

sects such as green lacewings, ladybird
beetles and assassin bugs that are your
allies in pest control.

This will in turn contribute to a more sustainable food system. This could include
planting gardens and field borders that
encourage pollinators while also encouraging neighborhoods to end excessive
pesticide use.

Did you also know that a well-planned garden rarely needs pesticides?
So before reaching for a pesticide, ask
yourself these questions:

Solutions to the loss of bees are clearly
within our reach if we engage our communities. We know how to live in harmony
with the ecosystem through the adoption
of sustainable practices that simply do not
allow excessive pesticide use. Because
our survival depends on healthy pollinators, we must do everything in our power
to solve this problem.

Have I properly identified the problem?
Things other than insects and disease often cause plant problems, e.g. Improper
planting and environmental stress. Don’t
invest time and money until you know
that a pesticide is the solution.

Most flowering plants need pollination to
reproduce and grow fruits. While some
plants are pollinated by wind, many require assistance from insects and other
animals. Approximately 90 percent of
all flowering plants require pollinators
to survive. In agriculture, nearly a third
of all pollination is accomplished by honeybees. While most people are aware of
managed honey bees, however, there are
many other wild pollinators in nature as
well. These include wasps, beetles, flies,
butterflies, moths, birds, bats and even
some non-flying mammals. Economically
important crops such as apples, blueberries, cherries, tomatoes, squash, and peppers are dependent on pollinators for
good yields.
Wild, native pollinators play an essential role in plant reproduction and food
production in both non-agricultural and
agricultural settings. Currently, both wild
and managed bees are facing threats that
can alter their health, abundance, and
distribution. In the past several decades
wild pollinators have suffered “multiple
anthropogenic insults”. These include
habitat destruction and fragmentation,
pesticide use, land management practices and the introduction of non-native
species and pathogens, which collective4

ly threaten their existence. It is important
to minimize the impacts of pesticides on
bees and beneficial arthropods. Pesticide
applicators must use appropriate tools to
help manage pests while safeguarding
pollinators, the environment, and humans.
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) that
utilizes biological, cultural, and chemical
methods can help reduce the use of pesticides.

Is the problem serious enough to warrant
the use of a pesticide, or is it just cosmetic?
It is normal to see some insects on plants.
Most insects do little damage to plants
and you may not need to use chemicals.
Scout fields and determine the point of
economic threshold before reaching for a
pesticide. The economic threshold is the
insect’s population level or extent of crop

Have I considered a non-chemical or alternative pest control solution first?
Changing a gardening practice or the location of the plant can often solve the
problem. Many cultural and biological
methods can work just as well or better
than their chemical counterparts. Consider interplanting species that attract
beneficial insects to your yard or field or
use low growing plants as a weed suppressant.

SOLVING THE CRISIS
Reduce Pesticide Use:
Did you know that 121 different pesticides have been found in honeybee samples? These include herbicides (weed
killers), insecticides, fungicides and miticides. Scientists are unsure how these
different pesticides react within a small
bee. We do know, however, that pesticides,
like medications in humans, can be made
more lethal in combination. Pesticides do
not distinguish between pests and their
predators and can be very deadly to pollinators. Recently scientists have discovered that there could be a correlation of
glyphosate exposure to honey bee deaths.
Glyphosate, commonly known as Roundup,
is one of the most widely used herbicides
in agriculture. Using fewer and less toxic
pesticides will also protect beneficial in-

damage at which the value of the crop
destroyed exceeds the cost of controlling
the pest.

result is often more plant damage.
The forces affecting both honeybees
and wild pollinators are numerous and
complex. Therefore, a multi-faceted approach to ensure a healthy and diverse
pollinator community must look at the
effects of pesticide use on pollinators.

Have you been considering implementing
an area of pollinator habitat on your farm
or property?
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can provide technical and financial assistance to do so. Contact your
local NRCS office to talk to a Conservationist and obtain further details. Together we
can take the steps needed to protect our
pollinators and help safeguard the livelihood of our local farmers and gardeners.
- Kefeni Kejela and Mark Myers
Soil Conservationists,
Lancaster County NRCS

Are pollinators or beneficial insects present?
Spraying needlessly can reduce the population of pollinators and other beneficial
insects which consequently can drastically upset the balance in your yard. The

Continued on page 5
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