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Trent Loos to Speak at March Banquet

INSIDE THIS ISSUE...
March Banquet............................................. 1
Extension Annual Meeting....................... 2

Thursday, March 5, 2020, the Farm and
Home Center will host the Foundation’s
Biannual Fundraising Banquet in the Max
Smith Auditorium. A social hour will be
followed by a delicious dinner.

Upcoming Events......................................... 2
LIFT Strength Training Program............. 3
Dairy Margin Coverage............................... 4
Safety Vest Program.................................... 5
Dirt/Gravel & Low Volume Roads.......... 6

Highlighting the evening will be special
speaker, Trent Loos, a sixth generation
farmer from South Dakota. Trent will be
giving a presentation called, “STOP telling
your story.” Trent’s mission is to connect
rural and urban America by sharing the
positive story of production agriculture
personally, as well as through media.

Lichty Tax Accounting..................................7

Yes, I want to help serve our community with
the Farm and Home Center in 2019-2020!
I want to be a part of supporting agriculture and the greater
community of Lancaster County.
Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of:

o$500 o$250 o$100

o$50 o $25 o Other $ _________

Please make all checks payable to the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County.
Name________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone (__________)_______________________________

Street Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________ State _______ Zip Code _______________ Email:_________________________________________________________
The official registration and financial information of the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department
of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

ADDRESS CHANGE?
If you have moved, changed your name, or prefer to be removed from our mailing list,
please contact us by mail, email (info@farmandhomecenter.com), or phone (717-392-4911). Thank you!
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He began with a radio program, “Loos
Tales,” on January 8, 2001, on KMZU in
Missouri, which has grown to now air
daily to 3 million listeners on nearly 100
stations in 19 states. In addition to “Loos
Tales,” Trent presently hosts and produces
additional one-hour radio programs,
“Rural Route,” “Illinois Truth Be Told,“
“Dakota Trails and Tails,” and “Colorado
Trails and Tails,” available at his website
www.LoosTales.com.
Raised on a diversified farm in Quincy,
Illinois, Trent got his start in swine
production at the age of five by raising a
runt pig. Later he and his father expanded
their operation to a purebred seedstock
company that supplied boars and gilts
to producers nationwide. Through the
following years he earned an American
Farmer Degree in FFA and earned awards
at the state and national level for swine
shows.

Voice of Rural America, Trent Loos

In 1990, he expanded his operation to
include purebred Limousin and Angus
cattle. Quarter horses were added to
the mix in the late ‘90’s, meat goats
came to the ranch in 2008, and now
the family is returning to its pigrearing roots with 40 sows. Last year
they sold prize-winning show pigs
into 12 different states.
Trent Loose has embodied the rural
lifestyle and has fought to defend
it. Named “Voice of Rural America”
by the West Quest organization
for his advocacy of agriculture and
speaking for those in the agricultural
community who may not be normally
heard.

As we see an urban transformation
across the country, we need to
advocate for the preservation of
our agrarian heritage and defend
sustainability of our agricultural
industry here in Lancaster County and
across the country.
Join us on March 5th, 2020, for an
evening of fellowship and Loos Tales
from Trent Loose. Table sponsorships
are available, and individual tickets
may be purchased for $75. For ticket
information or questions pertaining
to the event please contact the Farm
and Home Center at (717) 392-4911.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Farm and Home Foundation of
Lancaster County strives to sustain and
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the advancement of agriculture and family living in local communities through
education, leadership development and
conservation.
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Save the Date!

Thursday, January 30, 2020
The Lancaster County Extension
Annual Meeting will be held on
Thursday, January 30 and will be an
evening filled with fun and education.
The evening will feature a social
hour including yummy samples
provided by various Lancaster County
producers, along with other local
groups and businesses.

Throughout the evening we will learn
about the many wonderful things
involving Lancaster County Extension.
Other Meeting Highlights
• Penn State Extension Update
• 4-H Certificates of Achievement
• 4-H Presentation
We look forward to seeing you at the
Annual Meeting!
Sign up to receive email updates when
registration opens:
https://extension.psu.edu/lancastercounty-extension-annual-meeting

U pp cc oo mm ii nn gg E vv ee nn tt ss
November 9...............Farm Toy Show & Auction
November 29&30....Lancaster Post Card Show
December 15.............K2 Collectibles Stamp Show
December 21.............Brill Sports Memorabilia
January 4.....................Keystone Train Collectors Association Meet
January 30..................Penn State Extension Annual Meeting
February 1&2............Lancaster Muzzle Loading Rifle Assoc. Show
March 5.......................Farm & Home Foundation Fundraising Banquet
March 7........................Hunting & Fishing Show
March 21.....................Woolrights Annual Spring Hook-In
March 27&28............Morlatton Post Card Show
April 4..........................Red Rose Coin Show
April 24&25...............Philatelic Stamp Show
April 26........................Doll, Toy, & Teddy Bear Show
For more information, please call the
Farm and Home Center at 717-392-4911.

Home Office Expense
Deduction for a
Self-Employed Taxpayer
If you are self-employed and work out of
an office in your home and you satisfy the
strict rules (discussed below), you will be
entitled to favorable “home office” deductions. That is, you will be able to receive
above the line business expense deductions for the following;
• The “direct expenses” of the home office for example the costs of painting
or repairing the home office depreciation deductions for furniture and fixtures used in the home office, etc., and
• The “indirect” expenses of maintaining
the home office for example, the property allocable share of utility costs,
depreciation, insurance, etc., for your
home, as well as an allocable share of
mortgage interest, real estate taxes,
and casualty losses.
In addition, if your home office is your
“principal place of business” under the
rules discussed below, the costs of traveling between your home office and other
work locations in that business are deductble transportation expenses, rather
than nondeductible commuting costs.
And, generally you can deduct the full unreimbursed cost (reduced by the percentage of non-business use), in the year that
they are placed into service, of computers
and related equipment that you use at
home (whether or not your work space is
a “home office”).
Tests for home office deductions. You
may deduct your home office expenses if
you meet any of the three tests described
below.
1. Principal place of business. You are
entitled to home office deductions if
you use your home office, exclusively
and on a regular basis, as your principal place of business.

Farm & Home Foundation

Farm & Home Foundation

The room you choose must be only
used for business. For example, an extra bedroom works as long as you do
not use it for guests even a few days a
year.
• Management or administrative activities test.  You satisfy the management
or administrative activities test if you
use your home office for administrative
or management activities of your business.
• Relative importance test. If your home
office is the most important place
where you conduct your business, in
comparison with all the other locations where you conduct that business.
• Home office used for meeting clients, patients, or customers. You are entitled to
home office deductions if you use your
home office, exclusively and on a regular basis to meet or deal with clients,
patients, or customers. The clients, patients, or customers must be physically
present in the home office.
2. Separate structures. You are entitled
to home office deductions for a home
office used exclusively and on a regular basis for business that is located
in a separate unattached structure on
the same property as your home for
example, an unattached garage, art
studio, workshop, barn, or office building.
3. Space for storing inventory product
samples. If you are in the business of
selling products at retail or wholesale,
and if your home is your sole fixed
business location, you can deduct
home expenses allocable to space
that you use regularly (but not necessarily exclusively) to store inventory or
product samples.

Amount limitations on home office deducations. The amount of your home office deductions is subject to limitations
based on the income attributable to your
use of the home office, your residencebased deductions that are not dependent on use of your home for business
(such as mortgage interest and real estate taxes), and your business deductions
that are not attributable to your use of
the home office. But any home office expenses that cannot be deducted because
of these limitations may be carried over
and deducted in later years.
Sales of homes with home offices. If you
sell at a profit a home that contains or
contained, a home office, the otherwise
available $250,000-$500,000 exclusion
for gain on the sale of a principal residence will not apply to the portion of
your profit equal to the amount of depreciation you claimed on the home office.
In addition, the exclusion will not apply
to the portion of your profit allocable to
a home office that is separate from the
dwelling unit or to any gain allocable to
a period of nonqualified use) i.e., a period that the residence is not used as the
principal residence of the taxpayer or
spouse.
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) Current income tax rates and brackets. Seven tax
rates apply for individuals: 10%, 12%,
22%, 24%, 32%, 35%, 37%. The Act also
provides four tax rates for estates and
trusts: 10%, 24%, 35%, and 37%.
For more information on these topic
and other tax matters visit my tax and
accounting services website at www.lichty.us . Go to the (Tools Menu) and to
(More)-Links-Broadridge Financial) for
up-to-date financial information.
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LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Dirt and Gravel &
Low Volume
Road Program Update
Lancaster County’s Dirt & Gravel/Low
Volume Road Program has been operating for over 5 years now with great
success. This past year there were two
funding rounds for local municipalities to participate in this program, one
for Dirt & Gravel Roads in the spring
and one for Low Volume Roads in the
fall. Lots of great projects that improve local water quality have been
funded through this program and
many more are still to come. A list of
funded projects is at right.
If municipalities have any potential Dirt
& Gravel Road projects for next year,
funding for these projects will open
up in January and be due February 14,
2020. Applicants will be notified of
project funding in early March 2020.
The next Low Volume Road funding round will take place next June
through August 14, 2020. Applicants
applying for Low Volume Rd. funding
will be notified of awards in September of 2020. Keep your eyes open for
these next grant funding rounds.
If you have any questions about the
Dirt & Gravel/Low Volume Rd. Program
please feel free to contact us here
at the District to answer your Dirt &
Gravel or Low Volume Road questions.
- Matt Kofroth
Dirt & Gravel/Low Volume Rd.
Program Manager

	
  
Lancaster	
  County’s	
  Dirt	
  &	
  Gravel/Low	
  Volume	
  Road	
  Program	
  has	
  been	
  operating	
  for	
  over	
  5	
  years	
  
now	
  with	
  great	
  success.	
  	
  This	
  past	
  year	
  there	
  were	
  two	
  funding	
  rounds	
  for	
  local	
  municipalities	
  to	
  
participate	
  in	
  this	
  program,	
  one	
  for	
  Dirt	
  &	
  Gravel	
  Roads	
  in	
  the	
  spring	
  and	
  one	
  for	
  Low	
  Volume	
  Roads	
  in	
  
the	
  fall.	
  	
  Lots	
  of	
  great	
  projects	
  that	
  improve	
  local	
  water	
  quality	
  have	
  been	
  funded	
  through	
  this	
  program	
  
and	
  many	
  more	
  are	
  still	
  to	
  come.	
  	
  A	
  list	
  of	
  funded	
  projects	
  is	
  below.	
  
Municipality	
  
Elizabeth	
  Township	
  
Strasburg	
  Township	
  
Elizabeth	
  Township	
  
Fulton	
  Township	
  
Rapho	
  Township	
  
Fulton	
  Township	
  
Drumore	
  Township	
  
Conestoga	
  Township	
  
Clay	
  Township	
  
	
  
Municipality	
  
Drumore	
  Township	
  
Fulton	
  Township	
  
Providence	
  Township	
  
Eden	
  Township	
  
Christiana	
  Borough	
  
Earl	
  Township	
  
Elizabeth	
  Township	
  
Penn	
  Township	
  
	
  
	
  

2019	
  Dirt	
  &	
  Gravel	
  Road	
  Funded	
  Projects	
  
Road	
  Name	
  
Awarded	
  Amount	
  
Segloch	
  Road	
  
$	
  3,187.00	
  
Sides	
  Mill	
  Road	
  
$	
  18,079.00	
  
Pumping	
  Station	
  Road	
  
$	
  3,747.00	
  
Brabson	
  Road	
  
$	
  1,767.00	
  
Johnson	
  Mill	
  Road	
  
$	
  22,109.00	
  
Peters	
  Creek	
  Road	
  
$	
  5,676.00	
  
Bald	
  Eagle	
  Road	
  
$	
  18,617.00	
  
Green	
  Hill	
  Road	
  
$	
  10,668.00	
  
Camp	
  Road	
  &	
  Stony	
  Lane	
  
$	
  16,150.00	
  
	
  
	
  
2019	
  Low	
  Volume	
  Road	
  Funded	
  Projects	
  
Road	
  Name	
  
Awarded	
  Amount	
  
Susquehannock	
  Drive	
  
$	
  17,678.00	
  
Cherry	
  Hill	
  Road	
  
$	
  4,420.00	
  
Snyder	
  Hollow	
  Road	
  
$	
  13,402.00	
  
Loop	
  Road	
  
$	
  15,900.00	
  
Dorinda	
  Drive	
  
$	
  20,000.00	
  
Snapper	
  Drive	
  
$	
  71,994.00	
  
Pumping	
  Station	
  Road	
  
$	
  17,415.00	
  
Airy	
  Hill	
  Road	
  
$	
  46,528.00	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
If	
  municipalities	
  have	
  any	
  potential	
  Dirt	
  &	
  Gravel	
  Road	
  projects	
  for	
  next	
  year,	
  funding	
  for	
  these	
  
projects	
  will	
  open	
  up	
  in	
  January	
  and	
  be	
  due	
  February	
  14,	
  2020.	
  	
  Applicants	
  will	
  be	
  notified	
  of	
  project	
  
funding	
  in	
  early	
  March	
  2020.	
  	
  The	
  next	
  Low	
  Volume	
  Road	
  funding	
  round	
  will	
  take	
  place	
  next	
  June	
  
through	
  August	
  14,	
  2020.	
  	
  Applicants	
  applying	
  for	
  Low	
  Volume	
  Rd.	
  funding	
  will	
  be	
  notified	
  of	
  awards	
  in	
  
September	
  of	
  2020.	
  	
  Keep	
  your	
  eyes	
  open	
  for	
  these	
  next	
  grant	
  funding	
  rounds.	
  

PENN STATE EXTENSION

	
  
If	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  questions	
  about	
  the	
  Dirt	
  &	
  Gravel/Low	
  Volume	
  Rd.	
  Program	
  please	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  
contact	
  us	
  here	
  at	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  answer	
  your	
  Dirt	
  &	
  Gravel	
  or	
  Low	
  Volume	
  Road	
  questions.	
  
Matt	
  Kofroth,	
  Dirt	
  &	
  Gravel/Low	
  Volume	
  Rd.	
  Program	
  Manager	
  	
  	
  

WITH THE RIGHT RECIPE, PROPER TECHNIQUES,

AND A LITTLE INSPIRATION

COOKING HEALTHY MEALS JUST GOT EASIER
LET’S COOK VEGETARIAN

LET’S COOK HEALTHY WITH DIABETES

Vegetarian diets may help reduce the risk of developing
certain conditions such as obesity, heart disease, high
blood pressure, and diabetes. However, vegetarian
meals don’t have to be plain or boring! Join us for this
hands-on cooking class that explores different ways to
eat a balances, plant-based diet. Learn tips to make
traditional entrées the vegetarian way.

Managing type 2 diabetes can be a challenge. Join us
for this hands-on cooking class to increase your
knowledge of healthy food choices to help prevent or
manage diabetes. You’ll learn healthy meal planning,
techniques, and recipes to create a healthy eating style
for life.

Tuesday, December 17, 2019
1:00-3:00PM

Thursday, December 19, 2019
1:00-3:00PM

Classes are held in the Farm and Home Center Training Room, 1383 Arcadia Road, Lancaster, PA 17601.

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? LET’S COOK WITH PENN STATE EXTENSION!
Sign up for these and other cooking classes at extension.psu.edu/lets-cook

or call 877-345-0691
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“LIFT” Strength-Training Program
Penn State Extension will offer
an in-person and group-based
strength-training program for
inactive to moderately active adults
aged 40 and older.
“LIFT” stands for Lifelong
Improvements through Fitness
Together. Participation may result in
improvements in functional fitness
or the ability to perform activities of
daily living with ease.
“LIFT” sessions are held twice
a week over the course of eight
weeks and include an active
warmup, eight to twelve core
strength-training exercises and a
cool-down period. The program
also encourages participants to
increase their nutrition knowledge
and consumption of fruits and
vegetables.
Strength training offers physical,
mental and emotional benefits
including increased muscle
mass and strength; improved
bone density; reduced risk for
osteoporosis and related fractures;
reduced risk of diabetes, heart
disease, arthritis, depression
and obesity; and improved selfconfidence, sleep and vitality.
Cost of the program is $60. Some
insurance policies may reimburse
participants with 80 percent or
better attendance; those attending
should check with their insurance
provider for more information.
A free informational meeting will be
held on Thursday, November 7, 2019
at 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Training
Room at the Farm and Home
Center, 1383 Arcadia Rd., Lancaster,
PA 17601. All new registrants are
required to attend.
Farm & Home Foundation

The deadline to register for the
Monday/Wednesday class in
Lancaster is November 11, 2019,
and for the Tuesday/Thursday
classes in both locations is
November 12, 2019.
LANCASTER: Classes are Mondays
and Wednesdays, November 18,
2019 – February 10, 2020 from
9:00-10:15 a.m. at the Farm and
Home Center Training Room.
Classes are Tuesdays and Thursdays,
November 19, 2019 – February 11,
2020 at 7:30 a.m.- 8:45 a.m., 9:3010:45 a.m., or 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
at the Farm and Home Center.
QUARRYVILLE: Classes are
Tuesdays and Thursdays, November
19, 2019 – February 11, 2020,
at 9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m. or 10:45
a.m.-12:00 p.m. at Mechanic Grove
Church of the Brethren.

There will be no classes from
December 16, 2019 - January 2, 2020.
Classes resume January 6, 2020.
Call Registration Services at 1-877345-0691 to register by phone,
or to register online, visit https://
extension.psu.edu/lift and select the
class location, date, and time. For
more information, contact Penn State
Extension Lancaster office at 717394-6851, or e-mail LancasterExt@
psu.edu.
Penn State encourages persons
with disabilities to participate in
its programs and activities. If you
anticipate needing any type of
accommodation or have questions
about the physical access provided,
please contact Stacy Reed at 717-3946851 or by e-mail at sls374@psu.
edu in advance of your participation
or visit.
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Enroll Now in Dairy Margin Coverage

The Amish and Mennonite Safety Vest Project
A Life Saving Community Grassroots Effort Began in 2011
those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible plantings
cannot exceed total 2018 plantings.

Dairy producers can now enroll in the
Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) for calendar year 2020. USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) opened signup for the
program that helps producers manage
economic risk brought on by milk price
and feed cost disparities. The DMC program offers reasonably priced protection
to dairy producers when the difference
between the all-milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below
a certain dollar amount selected by the
producer. The deadline to enroll in DMC
for 2020 is Dec. 13, 2019.
Dairy farmers earned more than $300
million dollars from the program in
2019 so far. Producers are encouraged
to take advantage of this very important
risk management tool for 2020. All
producers who want 2020 coverage,
even those who took advantage of the
25 percent premium discount by locking
in the coverage level for five years of
margin protection coverage are required
to visit the office during this signup
period to pay the annual administrative
fee. Dairy producers should definitely
consider coverage for 2020 as even the
slightest drop in the margin can trigger
payments.
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Signup is also ongoing for the Market
Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) program to
assist farmers who continue to suffer
from damages because of unjustified
trade retaliation from foreign nations.
Through MFP, USDA will provide up
to $14.5 billion in direct payments to
impacted producers, part of a broader
trade relief package announced in late
July. The sign-up period runs through
Dec. 6, 2019. MFP payments will be made
to producers of certain non-specialty and
specialty crops as well as dairy and hog
producers.
MFP payments will be made to producers
of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe,
dried beans, dry peas, extra-long staple
cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and
medium grain rice, millet, mustard seed,
oats, peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower,
sesame seed, small and large chickpeas,
sorghum, soybeans, sunflower seed,
temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland
cotton, and wheat. MFP assistance for
2019 crops is based on a single county
payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in
aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not dependent on which of

Dairy producers who were in business
as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per
hundredweight payment on production
history, and hog producers will receive
a payment based on the number of live
hogs owned on a day selected by the
producer between April 1 and May 15,
2019. MFP payments will also be made
to producers of almonds, cranberries,
cultivated ginseng, fresh grapes, fresh
sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia
nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts.
Each specialty crop will receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut
bearing plants, or in the case of ginseng,
based on harvested acres in 2019.
Payments will be made in up to three
tranches, with the second and third
tranches evaluated as market conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If
conditions warrant, the second and third
tranches will be made in November and
early January. MFP payments are limited
to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal entity. MFP
payments are also limited to a combined
$250,000 for dairy and hog producers
and a combined $250,000 for specialty
crop producers. However, no applicant
can receive more than $500,000. Eligible
applicants must also have an average
adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax
years 2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than
$900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s
or legal entity’s average AGI for those tax
years must have been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also
comply with the provisions of the Highly
Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation
regulations.

The safety vest project was started when
we were asked to provide an “Amish and
Mennonite School Safety Program” for a
newly built school in 2011. The teacher
called about providing her students with
a safety program, especially road safety.
She added that a young girl was almost
hit by a car and parents wanted to increase students’ safety.
During that school program, there were
many great questions about safety on the
road. Parents had a concern about a big
bank and no berm (no edge) if they walked
on the left side. Walking on the right side
meant not facing traffic
and that was a danger.
What could they do to
keep students safe?
After some discussion,
I realized we could put
a reflective safety vest
on them to increase their visibility. I also
remembered that parents in Cumberland
County were trying to provide their children safety vests because they have a lot
of fog in the mornings. They told me that
they could only get vests in a local store
near hunting season.

After talking with Amish and Mennonite
parents and the 5 PA Amish Safety Committee Members, we decided to see if we could make
them ourselves. At first,
we had problems finding
fluorescent vest material
and the reflective material was $150.00 per roll of
152 feet. After doing some
researching, a company in
Connecticut, ORAFOL Americas Inc., said,
“What a good project” and donated all
the reflective material.

Private donations from doctors, insurance
companies, community individuals and
agencies like Cargill Animal Nutrition and
PA American Trauma Society, has made it
possible to purchase vest material, elastic,
Velcro, and the edging. The vests are cut
and sewn by many volunteer hands and/or
various Anabaptist organizations.
Since 2011, the project has provided approximately 30,000 safety vests to students in Lancaster and surrounding
counties. We are not sure of the exact
amount, but the number does not really
matter. What matters is that a Community saw the need and worked together
to increases the visibility of children
who walk and ride on the road every day.
If one life is spared, then all our efforts
will indeed be worthwhile. Thanks to all
the many willing supporters that make
this Community Grassroots Effort possible.
- Kay Moyer,
Farm Safety Educator

DBC AG PRODUCTS
The Daniel Baum Company specializes in innovative biotechnology solutions that utilize practical
research and proven technology to meet agribusiness needs through the use of applied microbiology, enzymology, and immunology. Our First Arrival® product line for dairy, beef, sheep and goats,
is one of many developed by DBC Ag Products
to help maintain normal digestive health and a
healthy, functioning immune system.

For additional questions and assistance,
contact your local USDA service center.
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Farm & Home Foundation

“Could we buy child-sized safety vests in
local stores,” I wondered? I made visits
to local stores, and the smallest size was
a small adult. So I checked the web, and
there was one site that had child-sized
vests. However, they were $15.00 plus
shipping.

Visit our office, Suite 102 in the Farm & Home
Center, to learn more about our products marketed
under these brands.
Farm & Home Foundation
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