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In May, the Farm and Home Foundation 
Board of Directors named seven seniors 
as recipients of the Farm and Home 
Foundation Scholarship each receiving 
$1,000 for the 2021-2022 school year.  
To be eligible, applicants must enroll 
in a program of study in some aspect 
of agriculture, consumer science, or 
family living.  Applications are rated 
on the basis of academic achievement, 
financial need, community service, and 
demonstrated leadership skills.  By 
maintaining a minimum 3.0 grade 
average and continuing full time studies 
in a qualifying major, each recipient is 
eligible to receive up to $4,000 over a 
four year period.

continued on page 2

JOHN BLOCHBERGER, son of 
Aimee Blochberger is a graduate of 
Lampeter-Strasburg High School.  His 
achievements include National Honors 
Society, Quizbowl, and Conservancy 
water testing.  John plans to study Plant 
Biology at the University of Vermont.  

P. MARIE FLINCHBAUGH, daughter 
of Mark and Claire Crescenzi, is a 
graduate of Penn Manor High School.  
Her achievements include being the 
MetalWorks Robotics Team Captain, 
officer for the Gay-Straight Alliance, 
and participant of the Recycling Club.  
Paige plans to study Environmental 
Engineering at the University of 
Pittsburgh.

JESSICA HERR, daughter of Eric 
and Melissa Herr, is a graduate of 
Lampeter-Strasburg High School.  
Her achievements include being the 
Secretary, Vice President and President 
of her local FFA chapter, the Secretary 
of the County FFA Chapter, and the 
Secretary of the State FFA Chapter.  
Jessica plans to study Agribusiness 
Management at Penn State University.

JESLYN KREBS, daughter of Marshall 
and Greta Krebs, is a graduate of 
Lampeter-Strasburg High School.  
Her achievements include being 
Secretary for the local FFA Chapter and 
volunteering at the Lampeter Fair as 
well as a local Nursing Home.  Jeslyn 
plans to study Pre-Veterinary Science at 
Old Dominion University.(L to R) Luke Shirk, Marie Flinchbaugh, John Blochberger, Lily Moore, Ashley Morgan, 

Jessica Herr (not pictured: Jeslyn Krebs)

ADDRESS CHANGE?
If you have moved, changed your name, or prefer to be removed from our mailing list, 

please contact us by mail, email (info@farmandhomecenter.com), or phone (717-392-4911). Thank you!

Yes, I want to help serve our community with
the Farm and Home Center in 20121-2022!  
I want to be a part of supporting agriculture and the greater 
community of Lancaster County.

Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of:  o$500       o$250      o$100        o$50       o $25      o Other $ _________

Please make all checks payable to the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County.   

Name________________________________________________________________________________________    Phone (__________)_______________________________

Street  Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________   State _______  Zip Code _______________ Email:_________________________________________________________

The official registration and financial information of the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department 
of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Farm and Home Foundation of 
Lancaster County strives to sustain and 
preserve our agrarian heritage by sup-
porting, strengthening and promoting 
the advancement of agriculture and fam-
ily living in local communities through 
education, leadership development and 
conservation.
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TENANT NEWS

When you think back on this spring, you 
may fondly recall a substantial deposit 
made to your bank account by the fed-
eral government (if you were eligible).  
Economic Impact Payments were a 
focal point of the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA), signed into law in March, 
and the payments were even larger for 
parents with dependent children.  But 
ARPA contains two other provisions that 
benefit parents: 

(1)  Child credit expansion and advance 
payments.  For 2021, this refundable tax 
credit has been increased from $2,000 
to $3,000 per child - $3,600 for children 
under six years of age.  In addition, 
qualifying children now include those 
who are 17 years old. 

The child credit is subject to modified 
adjusted gross income (MAGI) phase-
out rules and begins to phase out when 
MAGI exceeds:

•  $400,000 for married couples who 
    file a joint return, and 
•  $200,000 for other taxpayers.

The increased credit amount ($1,000 
or $1,600) is subject to lower income 
phaseouts than the ones that apply 
to the first $2,000 of the credit.  The 
increased amount begins to phase out 
when MAGI exceeds:
•  $150,000 for joint filers,
•  $112,500 for heads of household, and 
•  $75,000 for other taxpayers. 

ARPA also calls for the IRS to make 
periodic advance payments of the child 
credit totaling 50% of the estimated 
2021 credit amount.  The IRS has an-
nounced the payments will begin on 
July 15, 2021.  They will then be made 
on the 15th of each month (unless the 
15th falls on a weekend or holiday).

Recipients will receive the monthly 
payments through direct deposit, paper 
check or debit cards.  The IRS says that 
it is committed to maximizing the use 
of direct deposit. 

 
(2) Child and dependent care break 
increases.    For 2021, the amount of 
qualifying expenses for the refundable 
child and dependent care credit has 
been increased to:
 
•  $8,000 (from $3,000) if there is one
    qualifying care individual, and 
•  $16,000 (from $6,000) if there are
    two or more such individuals.

The maximum percentage of qualifying 
expenses for which credit is allowed 
has been increased from 35% to 50%.  
So the credit ultimately is worth up to 

Continued from page 1

Scholarships
ASHLEY MORGAN, daughter of 
Scott and Lori Morgan, is a graduate 
of Manheim Central High School.  
Her achievements include being 
the Secretary, Vice President, and 
President of the local FFA Chapter, 
the Secretary and President of the 
4H Spinning Spurs, and participating 
in PA Antique Tractor Pulling.  Ashley 
plans to study Agricultural and 
Extension Education at Penn State 
University.

LILY MOORE, daughter of Matthew 
and Amy Moore, is a graduate 
of Ephrata High School.  Her 
achievements include National Honor 
Society, being the Reporter and Vice 
President of the local FFA Chapter, 
and volunteering with the Game 
Commission.  Lily plans to study 
Fisheries and Aquatic Science at 
Juniata College.

LUKE SHIRK, son of James and 
Stephanie Shirk, is a graduate of 
Garden Spot High School.  His 
achievements include being the 
Parliamentarian of the local FFA 
Chapter, participating in the 4H Black 

Angus Cattle, 4H Market Goats, and 4H 
Market Swine Clubs, and participating in 
the School Health Council.  He plans to 
study Agricultural Systems Management 
at Penn State University.

In fulfillment of its charitable and 
educational mission goals, the 
Foundation has awarded annual 
scholarships for over fifty years to 
deserving Lancaster County graduating 
seniors.  They are funded from earnings 
of the Elmer L. Esbenshade Charitable 
Trust Fund and also supplemented by 
operational funds.  Esbenshade was one 
of the founders of the Farm and Home 
Foundation who desired to assist youth 
who intended to study some aspect of 
agriculture, consumer science, or family 
living.  Since 1966, the Farm and Home 
Foundation has presented 510 students 
with scholarships having a value of 
$678,000.

For further information, go to the 
Scholarship Page of our website, www.
farmandhomecenter.com, or contact the 
Scholarship Committee Chairperson, 
Leon Ressler, at 717-394-6851.

$4,000 or $8,000.  However, the credit is 
subject to an income-based phase out 
beginning at household income levels 
exceeding $125,000.  

The amount you can contribute to a child 
and dependent care Flexible Spending 
Account (FSA, also sometimes referred 
to as a “dependent care assistence 
program”) also has been increased.  For 
2021, it is $10,500 (up from $5,000 for 
2020).  The FSA pays or reimburses you 
for these expenses, but you cannot claim 
a tax credit for expenses paid by or reim-
bursed through an FSA. 

For more information on this topic 
and other tax matters visit my tax and 
accounting services website at www.
lichty.us   Go to the (Tools Menu and to 
(More)-Links [Broad Ridge Financial) for 
up-to-date financial information.  

LICHTY TAX ACCOUNTING

2 More Ways Parents are Benefitting 
From the American Rescue Plan Act

U p c o m i n g  E v E n t sU p c o m i n g  E v E n t s

Events are starting back up at the Farm and Home Center!

July 10&11 ...........Midsummer Holistic Expo
July 17 ....................Brill Sports Memorabilia
July 24&25 ...........Lancaster County Fossil & Mineral Club: 
                                  Christmas in July Extravaganza
August 8 ................K2 Collectibles Stamp Show
August 14 ..............Hunting & Fishing Show
September 11 .......Red Rose Coin Show
September 11 .......Central PA Holistic Health Expo
September 18 .......Train Collectors Association- Keystone Division

For more information, please call the 
Farm and Home Center at 717-392-4911.
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Roughly 70 percent of land in the lower 48 states is pri-
vately owned. This places much of the health of our Nation’s 
environment and natural resources directly into the hands of 
private landowners.  The primary mission of the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) is to assist those private 
agricultural and forest landowners in identifying conservation 
opportunities on their properties which in turn protects our 
natural resources and ensures the long-term sustainability of 
American agricultural and forest land.  

Below are three conservation practices using trees and shrubs 
that NRCS field staff can help agricultural and forest land-
owners implement on their properties.

Hedgerow Planting
A hedgerow planting is a living fence of trees and shrubs 
established in, across or around a field.  Hedgerows can be 
used to delineate field boundaries, establish contours, provide 
wildlife habitat, or improve the overall landscape. If well 
placed, they can also reduce soil erosion and provide nectar 
and cover for beneficial insects like native bees.  
 

USDA’s NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE

How Trees & Shrubs Can Improve a Farm
As school years come to a close and 
more people are seeking fresh foods, 
we want to offer a few updates from 
our Farmers Market and fresh food 
nutrition program teams.
 
There is a free SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program) 
equipment program 
for Markets in 
Pennsylvania. Since 
the beginning 
of the pandemic, 
Pennsylvania 
markets have seen 
an increase in sales 
and new customers caused by an 
increase in consumer reliance on local 
food. Accepting SNAP benefits at our 
markets makes local food accessible 
to more families. This is not only good 
for our business; it’s also good for our 
communities. The following information 
details how markets can secure free 
SNAP equipment to accept payments 
from those who are seeking fresh foods.
 https://extension.psu.edu/snap-
opportunities-for-markets-in-pa
 
If you know an organization or 
individual seeking educational 
opportunities about healthy diets on 
a limited budget please contact us or 
visit Penn State Extension’s Nutrition 

Links resources: https://extension.psu.
edu/nutrition-links. Our Nutrition Links 
program offers free nutrition education 
programs to participants eligible 
for public assistance to develop the 
knowledge and skills necessary to 
achieve a healthful diet on a limited 
budget. Thank you!

 
In addition, the 
PA Farm Markets, 
Attractions, and 
Experience Finder is 
an interactive map that 
allows you to search 
for farmers markets, 

on-farm retail markets, agritourism 
farms, and public markets, or all four. 
The markets are color-coded to identify 
what kind of market they 
are, and you can zoom in 
to any area on the map 
to locate them. Simply 
click on a dot on the 
map and the information 
about that market will 
appear, including contact 
information and website if they have 
one. https://extension.psu.edu/farm-
market-finder-app  Pennsylvania ranks 
third in the nation for the number of 
farms that sell directly to consumers 
with shopping available at more than 
6,400 farms and agritourism activities 

at more than 700 farms. We would 
appreciate help sharing this link with 
your networks to help others learn 
about new opportunities to explore 
farm market and direct to consumer 
farm product opportunities. If you 
would like to add a market, please 
contact our farm market educator Brian 
Moyer at 610-391-9840 or bfm3@psu.
edu.
 
And lastly, many of our county Master 
Gardener programs are implementing 
or beginning to implement Seed to 
Supper programs. https://extension.
psu.edu/programs/master-gardener/
outreach/seed-to-supper  We’d love to 
connect with you to share how Penn 
State Extension Master Gardeners and 

Extension’s Food, 
Family and Health 
teams will partner 
with any interested 
organization to 
deliver educational 
programming 
and expand 

your program’s reach to underserved 
populations.
 
Your support for and cooperation 
with Penn State Extension is greatly 
appreciated!

PENN STATE EXTENSION

Greetings from Penn State Extension!

TENANT NEWS

2635 Willow Street Pike
Willow Street, PA  17584

717.464.3374
www.hessbbq.com

Riparian Forest Buffer
A riparian forest buffer is an area of mainly trees and shrubs 
located adjacent to and up slope from a permanent or intermit-
tent stream, lake, pond, or wetland.  Grasses and wildflowers can 
be added to the outer edges of the buffer to further improve the 
area.  Trees and shrubs in these areas provide shade to reduce 
water temperatures, improve habitat and increase food for both 
aquatic organisms and terrestrial wildlife. They can also remove 
sediment, nutrients and pesticides from surface runoff and shal-
low ground water flow to improve water quality. In general, the 
wider a buffer is the better.
 

For more information about these conservation practices, as 
well as other technical and financial assistance opportunities 
offered by NRCS, contact the Lancaster Field Office at 
(717) 874-2558.

Windbreak Establishment
A windbreak is a single row or multiple rows of trees and 
shrubs planted to protect buildings, animals, plants, or 
people from the effects of wind, reduce noise or block 
unwanted views or improve air quality by filtering particu-
late matter, chemicals or odor. Windbreaks can have some 
of the same benefits as hedgerow plantings depending 
on the types of trees and shrubs planted. Proper planning 
and design of a windbreak is essential to ensure adequate 
wind control and to improve air quality.  Planning and 
design factors to consider are location, maximum de-
sign length and height, and number of rows of trees and 
shrubs.
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What should I do if I am interested in 
funding but do not have a current Ag 
E&S/Conservation Plan that represents 
my operation?
Contact the Conservation District to 
speak with a technician about updating 
your plan or feel free to contact a 
commercial planner about getting an 
updated plan; making sure the BMP 
you are interested to have funded is 
clearly stated in that new plan.  As a 
new plan is being obtained, contact the 
District or private consultant to begin 
the technical assistance process of 
getting an engineered design for the 
appropriate BMPs needed.  After the Ag 
E&S/Conservation plan and engineered 
designs are done, you will be able to 
apply for CEG funding.

CEG funding is a combination of 3 
sources (grant money, low interest loans, 
and REAP tax credits), when do I decide 
which options are best for me? 
Once your engineered designs are 
complete and a cost estimate is drafted, 
you will be able to better decide what 
percentage of each source you would 
like to use.  For example: for the total 
cost of the project(s) you could request 
50% grant funding, 25% be covered with 
a low interest loan and then submit 
25% of the final cost to REAP to get a 
percentage of that back as tax credits.  
A maximum of 75% of the total project 
cost can be covered using grant funds.  
Direct farmer funds are an additional 
option that can be used to fund a 
project.  Consulting with your accountant 
is encouraged.  

What are REAP tax credits?
REAP awards Pa State tax credits to 
landowners who implement BMPs at 
50-75% of the total cost of the project.  
Operations can obtain a maximum of 
$250,00 in tax credit in a 7-year period, 
and have 15 years to use those credits 
towards their Pa State Income Tax.  
These tax credits can also be sold. 

LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Conservation continued

TENANT NEWS

LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Conservation Continues During a Pandemic

Who is eligible to apply for CEG funding?
Any agricultural operation with a current 
Ag Erosion &Sedimentation (Ag E&S)/
Conservation Plan which includes the 
specific BMP they wish to have funded 
and a Manure Management Plan/
Nutrient Management Plan for their 
operation.

What should I do next if I have a current 
Ag E&S/Conservation Plan for my 
operation and am interested in funding?
Contact the Conservation District to 
discuss your operation and to get the 
technical assistance process started 
of obtaining engineered designs 
for the BMP(s) you’re interested in 
implementing.  Private consultants 
may also be hired to complete the 
needed designs.  Once cost estimates 
and designs are finished, you will be 
able to complete the CEG application 
which includes a checklist of required 
documents need for submittal.

and have already successfully installed 
several projects using these funds.  If 
interested in the program or questions 
regarding any aspects of the Conservation 
Excellence Grant Program, please 

contact the District office at (717) 
299-5361 ext. 5 or visit the website at 
lancasterconservation.org > Agriculture 
> Conservation Excellence Grant. 
 - Samantha Adams
   Ag Technician

TENANT NEWS

A roofed stacking area for manure.

A reconstructed 30’ wide by 1’ deep grassed 
waterway.  The existing waterway was 
constructed about 30 years ago.

Must I use a combination of all 3 sources 
of funding (grant, low-interest loan and 
REAP)? 
The use of all 3 sources is not required 
but is recommended.

What does the whole application process 
look like?
Once your application is submitted to 
the District, the District has 10 days to 
review it for administrative completeness 
and that all parts from the application 
checklist are present.  The District then 
has 60 days to review and comment on 
the application.  The application will 
then be presented to the District Board of 
Directors for final approval.  

Who will my contractor be for 
implementation?
It is at the operator’s discretion to hire 
the contractor that they would like to 
complete the project.  After the design is 
finalized, the District Board approves the 
project and the agreement is signed, the 
contractor can begin work.  All projects 
over $25,000 require Pennsylvania 
prevailing wage rates.  The engineer will 
provide a copy of the wage rates to the 
farmer for their contractor’s use.

Are there funding limits?
The grant component of the CEG program 
will cover a maximum of 75% of the 
total project cost.  Total project costs are 
capped at $250,000.  Projects with cost 
estimates more than $25,000 will require 
prevailing wage rates. 

What is prevailing wage? 
-Prevailing wage is determined by the 
Department of Labor and Industry and is 
the rate of pay at which contractors must 
pay their employees when doing projects 
with public funds.  These wages come into 
play on projects greater than $25,000.    

The Conservation District is currently 
accepting application for the CEG Program 

For the past year, the Ag Staff at the 
Conservation District has been dealing 
with the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  From working at home 
orders to rotational days in the office, 
the Ag staff has had to do quite a bit 
of adapting.  Through all of those 
adaptations and following all of the 
CDC guidelines, the fall season stayed 
busy with farm visits, design work and 
BMP (best management practices) 
implementation which will continue to 
carry through into the spring of 2021.  
Of course, the biggest driving factors in 
conservation implementation are the 
funding options that may be available to 
help.  Lancaster County is lucky enough 
to be a pilot county for a new funding 
opportunity known as the Conservation 
Excellence Grant which will help 
agricultural land owners repair areas of 
potential resource concerns that may 
exist on their operations.   

The Conservation Excellence Grant (CEG) 
Program was derived as part of the 2019 
Pennsylvania Farm Bill which provides 
technical and financial assistance for the 
implementation of BMPs on agricultural 
operations.  What sets this funding 
source apart from other options is it’s 
use and combination of grant money, 
Agri-Link low interest loans along with 
Resource Enhancement & Protection 
Program (REAP) tax credits.  The specific 
combination of funding sources is 
up to the discretion of the applicant 
themselves.  Direct farmer funds may 
also be used to fund projects in addition 
to the three options listed above.  This 
program is administered by The State 
Conservation Commission (SCC) with 
delegation to county conservation 
districts to assist with reviewing, ranking 
and approving applications.  Below are 
some frequently asked questions to help 
better understand all aspects of the 
program.

 A roofed heavy use area.


