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ADDRESS CHANGE?
If you have moved, changed your name, 
or prefer to be removed from our 
mailing list, please contact us by mail, 
email (info@farmandhomecenter.com), 
or phone (392-4911). Thank you!
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The Farm and Home Foundation 
Board of Directors recently named six 
seniors as recipients of Farm and Home 
Foundation $1,000 scholarships for 
2017.  To be eligible, applicants must 
enroll in a program of study in some 
aspect of agriculture, consumer science, 
or family living.  Applications are rated 
on the basis of academic achievement, 
financial need, community service, and 
demonstrated leadership skills.  By 
maintaining a minimum 3.0 grade 
average and continuing full time studies 
in a qualifying major, each recipient is 
eligible to receive up to $4,000 over a 
four year period.

Shara Allman is a senior at Donegal 
High School and is the daughter of 
Bryan and Mary Allman, Mount Joy. She 

continued on page 2
has played Varsity Soccer for her school 
and also served as captain for her club 
soccer team.  She is a member of the 
National Honor Society and the Math 
Honors Society. She serves as a member 
of the Varsity Club, a member of the 
Future Business Leaders of America 
winning 1st Place at a 2016 Regional 
Agribusiness Event, and as Historian for 
her class.  She is employed by Stoltzfus 
Catering and Hess Dairy Farm. She 
attends Community Bible Church.  Shara 
plans to attend Penn State University 
with a major in Animal Science focusing 
on Dairy Science.

Kavita Bushong, a senior at Hempfield 
High School, is the daughter of Neil and 
Donna Bushong, Columbia.  An active 
4H member, she has participated in the 

Mountville Community Club for 3 years 
and the Saddle Cinches Club for 1 year.  
She is also part of the US Pony Club.  
She is a member of the National Honor 
Society, the Spanish Club, and Youth 4:12 
Club and plays violin in the Orchestra.  
She spent 2 years learning broadcasting 
in the Communications Tech Class and 
3 years in the Video Production Club.  
She participates in the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes as a member of the 
Varsity Track and Field Team and the 
Varsity Cross Country Team and is active 
in her church participating in Sunday 
School and Youth Group Programs.  
Kavita plans to attend Virginia Tech with 
a major in Dairy Science.

Amanda Grube, daughter of Jere and 
Deborah Grube, Manheim, is a senior at 
Hempfield High School.  She grew up 
helping out with the family sheep and 
hog business.  She is a member of the 
National Honor Society, attended the PA 

(L to R) Kavita Bushong, Shara Allman, William Horning, Madison Jackson, Hanna Welk, 
Amanda Grube

Low Volume Road Projects Now 
Being Accepted for Funding Program
Did you know that if you are a municipality 
that has one of the hundreds of Low 
Volume Roads in Lancaster County you 
may be eligible to apply for current 
funding the Conservation District has for 
Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance 
of these sometimes forgotten roads?    
Low Volume Roads are classified as 
roads with less than 500 vehicles a day 
traveling on them.  Funding for the Low 
Volume Road Program comes from Act 
89 or the state’s Transportation Bill.  The 
idea of the program is to provide funds 

to municipalities to do the same 
environmental sensitive maintenance 
concepts used in Dirt & Gravel Road 
Program for years on Low Volume 
Roads.  The funds are not intended to 
repave low volume roads but to solve 
drainage and runoff issues for these 
roads that are adjacent to or in close 
proximity to local water resources, 
stream, creeks, lakes, wetlands, etc.   

If a municipality is interested in 
learning more about either the Dirt 

& Gravel Road Program or the Low 
Volume Road Program please contact 
Matt Kofroth, Watershed Specialist, or 
Evan Martin, Erosion & Sedimentation 
Technician, from the Conservation District 
and inquire how to become eligible 
for funding.  Also be sure to check the 
Lancaster County Conservation District 
website about the Dirt & Gravel Road 
and Low Volume Road Program and all it 
offers.
                       - Matt Kofroth
                         Watershed Specialist

LANCASTER COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Farm and Home Foundation of 
Lancaster County strives to sustain and 
preserve our agrarian heritage by sup-
porting, strengthening and promoting 
the advancement of agriculture and fam-
ily living in local communities through 
education, leadership development and 
conservation.
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MANAGER’S DESK

After 15 years, Linda Armstrong has 
decided to retire as manager from the 
Farm and Home Center.  The Farm and 
Home Foundation Board of Directors 
would like to give recognition to Linda 
for her faithful and dedicated years of 
service. 

Linda began her time at the Farm 
and Home Center in October of 2001 
taking over the role of manager from 
Fay Miller.  Under Linda’s leadership, 
the organization of the procedures 
for renting rooms at the Farm and 
Home Center took shape. Linda gave 
guidance to the creation of rental 
agreements and contracts to formalize 
the rental process and help protect 
the building so it can remain a quality 
space for others to use in the future.

The Board of Directors appreciated 
Linda’s ability to manage the building 
wisely with prudent judgement and 
efficiency. They appreciated her 
leadership in the 2007 renovation of 
the building going above and beyond 
to guide and direct fundraising efforts 
as well as construction details.  They 
also valued her governance of the 
Farm and Home Center staff and her 
attention to detail while overseeing 
the business and financial books for 
the Farm and Home Foundation.

The tenants and long-term renters have 
appreciated Linda’s dedication to the 
building. She often arrived early and 
stayed very late to provide for the needs 
of whomever may be in the building. She 
also gave time on the weekends, regularly 
stopping to check on renters Sunday 
after church.  At some point during their 
interaction, many renters ceased to be 
customers or clients and became friends.

Thank you, Linda, for your tremendous 
grace, kindness, and generosity with 
which you served the Farm and Home 
Center for the last 15 years.  We wish you 
all the best as you begin your retirement. 
May your days be filled with the pursuit 
of interests for which you will now have 
time, and may your life be overflowing 
with the joy of time spent with family, 
especially your grandson.  You will be 
greatly missed!

TENANT NEWS

USDA’s NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE 

NRCS Conservation 
Client Gateway – 
Conservation Assistance 
Just a Click Away 

Conservation Client Gateway (CCG) is 
an NRCS website that provides secure 
access to a customer’s conservation 
plans, practice implementation sched-
ules, financial applications, contracts, 
and supporting documents and payment 
information.

Instead of driving to your field of-
fice multiple times, CCG allows you to 
request assistance, sign documents and 
interact with NRCS field staff online 
at your convenience. CCG is voluntary.  
NRCS staff is always available in person 
to work with you in the office or field 
but this secure online tool just provides 
another option for client service.

Benefits
Using CCG can reduce the amount of 
trips you need to take to your local field 
office. Need to request assistance? Track 
a payment? Review your conservation 
plan? CCG is available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, enabling you to choose the 
time that works best for you. Customer 
service at your convenience. 

With CCG, you can:
•  Request conservation technical as-

sistance
•  Apply for financial assistance through 

one of NRCS’s conservation programs 
•  Review and sign conservation plans 

and contract documents
•  Document completed practices and 

request practice certification
•  Request and track payments for com-

pleted contract items

Getting Started
For step-by-step instructions on get-
ting started, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/
clientgateway.  If you need additional 
help, personal assistance is available at 
(970) 372-4200.  NRCS field office staff 
is always available to assist you with 
conservation questions.

In addition to providing you another op-
tion for working with NRCS, the login and 
password created to access CCG can also 
be used for the Farm Service Agency’s 
(FSA) customer self-service portal, FSA-

Continued from page 1

Scholarships
School for Excellence in Agricultural 
Science in 2016, and participated 
in the Hempfield Environmental 
Club for 4 years.  She played on the 
Hempfield Field Hockey Team for 4 
years and served as an instructor for the 
Hempfield Field Hockey Weed Whackers 
Youth Camp.  She participated in the 
Hempfield Choir, the Hempfield Spring 
Musical, Hempfield Dance Theater, and 
studied at the Encore Dance Center 
for 9 years.  She has been active in the 
Zion Lutheran Youth Ministry for 7 years.  
Amanda plans to attend Penn State 
University with a major in Agricultural 
Science.

William Horning is a senior at Garden 
Spot High School and is the son of 
Clifford and Lisa Horning, Denver.  He is 
a member of the National Honor Society. 
He has been a part of the Future Farmers 
of America Club (FFA) for 3 years serving 
as Chapter Treasurer and Lancaster 
County Vice President and President.  
He received a 2017 PA State Star in 
Agricultural Production and a 2016 Star 
Red Rose in Agricultural Production.  He 
is an active member of the Gehman 
Mennonite Church Youth Group serving 
as Vice President and Treasurer.  William 
plans to attend State University of 

Linda Armstrong

continued on page 3

farm+.  FSAfarm+ allows farmers to ac-
cess information such as farm and tract 
details for their operation, farm imagery, 
ACR/PLC base and yield information, CRP 
and other FSA conservation program 
acreage as well as general contact in-
formation.  For more information on this 
useful tool contact your local FSA office.

         - Heather Grove
           District Conservationist
           USDA-NRCS, Lancaster Field Office
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NRCS Watering Facility
Did you know, a milking dairy cow can 
drink up to 50 gallons of water per day 
and during periods of heat stress that 
water intake may double? A well-de-
signed watering facility system can not 
only provide water that will meet the 
daily needs for the livestock, but it can 
also improve animal distribution around 
the pasture, reduce soil erosion and 
help minimize compaction, and improve 
water quality by providing a watering 
source away from streams or ponds.  The 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) works with farmers to design 
and install many different types of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs), one that 
is common with local grazers is a water-
ing facility system. 

In order to successfully install a watering 
facility system, you need a good, clean 
source of water, which may be a spring 
or a well.  Water is then collected and 
transported in a pipeline to a trough 
or hydrant - there are many different 
options to choose from when deciding 
what works for your operation. 
  

USDA’s NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE

For more information on watering facility 
systems or other grazing management 
BMPs, visit the NRCS Lancaster Field 
Office in Room 200 of the Lancaster Farm 
& Home Center or call at (717) 299-5361 
extension 3. 

         - Sally Barnes
           Soil Conservation Technician
           USDA-NRCS, Lancaster Field Office

If you have stopped by the Farm and 
Home Center recently, you have probably 
seen a new face in the window at the 
front office. That’s me! I am so excited 
to serve you as the new Facility and 
Business Director at the Farm and Home 
Center!  For those of you who may not 
have met me yet, I’d like to tell you a 
little about myself.

I grew up in Strasburg and attended 
Lampeter-Strasburg High School.  I then 
went on to study music education at 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  After 
graduation, I taught music for one year 
in the Oxford Area School District and 
ten years in the Lancaster Mennonite 
School system.  When my position was 
cut, I needed to find a new way to utilize 
my skills and be able to pay my bills 
at the same time.  I eventually found 
a human resources position at Hoober 
Feeds.  This experience launched me 

into the agricultural world and taught 
me so many new things.

When I heard there was a possibility 
of a position opening at the Farm 
and Home Center, I knew it would be 
a great fit.  It combined my love of 
working with people with my new 
skills in agribusiness.  I am extremely 
grateful to the Farm and Home 
Foundation Board for agreeing to take 
me on and to Linda Armstrong for 
spending so much time teaching me as 
much as she possible could to prepare 
me to take over.  These last few months 
since the transition of leadership from 
Linda to myself have only confirmed 
what I knew from the beginning: the 
Farm and Home Center is a great place 
to be, full of opportunities to see new 
people and serve the community!

When I am not 
at the Farm 
and Home 
Center, I am 
a worship 
leader, prayer 
minister, 
and facility 
coordinator 
at my church, 
Mount Joy 
Mennonite.  I also 
might be seen driving a steam traction 
engine at the Rough and Tumble Historical 
Association Museum.  Most often, however, 
you can find me spending time with my 
family and playing with my five nieces and 
nephews.

I may be a new face in the Farm and Home 
Center front office, but I don’t have to 
remain a stranger.  If you ever stop by the 
Farm and Home Center, please feel free to 
stop in and say “hi”!

NEW FACILITY AND BUSINESS DIRECTOR

A New Face in the Window - Deanna Grager

Deanna Grager

New York at Cobleskill with a major in 
Agricultural Equipment Technology.

Madison Jackson, a senior at Solanco 
High School, is the daughter of Randy 
and Christine Jackson and is the 6th 
generation on the family farm in Peach 
Bottom.  She has been part of the Solanco 
4H Community Club for 7 years holding 
the offices of Scrapbook Coordinator, Club 
Secretary, and Correspondence Secretary.  
She also attended the 4H Camp Shehaqua, 
the 4H State Leadership Conference, and 
4H Capitol Days.  An active member of the 
Solanco Future Farmers of America Club 
(FFA), she served as Chapter President 
and was an award recipient.  She also 
attended the FFA Legislative Leadership 
Conference, FFA State Convention, FFA 
Officer’s Retreat, FFA National Convention.  
She received 1st Place for the PA State 
Dairy Judging Team in 2016.  Madison 
plans to attend Delaware Valley University 
with a major in Agribusiness.

Hanna Welk, daughter of Jeremy and Erin 
Welk, Quarryville, is a senior at Solanco 
High School.  She is a member of the 
National Honor Society and Solanco Link 
Crew, a freshman mentoring program.  An 
active member of 4H, she has participated 
in the 4H Woolies Club serving as 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Social Chairman 
and the 4H Milk Duds Dairy Club serving 
as President, Secretary, Reporter, and 
Social Chairman.  She has also been 
involved in the Solanco Future Farmers 
of America Club (FFA) holding the offices 
of President, Secretary, Director of Middle 
School, and Recruitment/Agricultural 
Department Intern.  She received several 
FFA awards including Star Greenhand, 
Star Chapter Farmer, State Dairy Judging 
Gold Medal, National Dairy Judging Gold 
Medal. A participant in the Lancaster 
County Dairy Promotion, she was a Dairy 
Ambassador and a Dairy Princess. She was 
also a Junior Holstein Show Committee 
Member and Show Reporter for the 

Continued from page 2

Scholarships

Lancaster County Holstein Association. 

In fulfillment of its charitable and 
educational mission goals, the 
Foundation has awarded annual 
scholarships for fifty years to deserving 
Lancaster County graduating seniors.  
They are funded from earnings of 
the Elmer L. Esbenshade Charitable 
Trust Fund and also supplemented by 
operational funds.  Esbenshade was one 
of the founders of the Farm and Home 
Foundation who desired to assist youth 
who intended to study some aspect of 
agriculture, consumer science, or family 
living.  Since 1966, the Farm and Home 
Foundation has presented 483 students 
with scholarships having a value of 
$584,500.

For further information, go to the 
Scholarship Page of our website, 
www.farmandhomecenter.com, or contact 
Scholarship Committee Chairman, 
Leon Ressler, 394-6851.

These photos show a recently installed system where the water was pumped from a well 
through a buried waterline to a number of different frost free hydrants throughout a 
rotationally grazed pasture. 

2635 Willow Street Pike
Willow Street, PA  17584

717.464.3374
www.hessbbq.com

Other cattle watering facts:

Cattle drink 1-2 gallons per minute and 
take 2-3 minutes per watering event. 

They also prefer at least 3 inches of water 
depth in order to put their muzzles in 1-2 
inches while drinking.
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TENANT NEWS

The Lancaster County Youth Conservation 
School will take place July 23-29 celebrating 
39 years of education in the great outdoors.  
Students ages 14-16, here’s your chance to 
be a part of it.

The Lancaster County Conservation 
District along with local Sportsmen’s Clubs 
proudly offers a weeklong summer field 
school focusing on outdoor activities and 
conservation of our natural resources.  
Students reside at the school where tents 
and cots demonstrate low impact camping 
at the Northern Lancaster County Fish 
and Game Protection Association in West 
Cocalico Township.  

Motivated students should apply.  Students 
gain extensive knowledge about wildlife 
and conservation, leadership experience, 
and communication skills.  There are many 
study topics to empower students, ensuring 
a sustained conservation legacy. Topics 
include water quality, forestry, canoeing, 
wildlife management, archery, survival, 
and firearm safety.  Students will have 
the opportunity to meet professionals in 
various environmental and conservation 
related fields and discuss career options 
with them.

Students benefit from generous County 
Federated Sportmens Clubs and Community 
Organizations who provide 90% of the 
YCS tuition.  Students are responsible 
for a $25 registration fee.  To receive an 
application, contact the Conservation 
District at 299-5361 ext. 5 or click www.
lancasterconservation.org by June 15.
         - Sallie Gregory
   Education Coordinator

LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Youth Conservation School - 
Applications Accepted

PENN STATE EXTENSION

New Dairy Educator in
Lancaster County 
Last November, Mauricio Rosales joined 
the Penn State Extension team as the 
new Dairy Educator for Lancaster County. 

Mauricio graduated from University 
of Minnesota with a Master degree in 
Animal Science in 2016. His research 
focused on the evaluation of dietary 
supplements to enhance production of 
dairy cows. 

Mauricio is originally from Ecuador.  He 
moved to Wisconsin in 2012 and worked 
in a 600 cow dairy for almost 2 years. 
After that, he moved to Minnesota where 
he decided to do his graduate studies. 
During his time in the Midwest, he had 
the opportunity to trained employees 
and students in good practices of 
cattle management in both English and 
Spanish. His experience also includes 
management of dry/transition cows, 
heifer raising programs, and animal 
health.  

Currently, Mauricio is being part of the 
Dairy Business Management team. This 
program offers important financial 
evaluations to dairy farmers. Cash flows, 
breakeven costs and income over feed 
costs are assessed to determine effective 
strategies to increase profitability. Some 

meetings have 
been conducted 
this past winter 
and results are 
being presented 
to farmers, 
nu t r i t ion i s t s , 
consultants and 
lenders at the 
moment. 

Mauricio is designing educational 
programs to assist the dairy community 
of Lancaster County. This will include 
farm visits, workshops, presentations and 
online curses. He will focus in dry cow 
management strategies, prevention and 
treatment of metabolic diseases in dairy 
cattle and evaluation and monitoring of 
fresh cows. All these programs will be 
offered in Spanish as well. 

Although Mauricio is relatively new 
in his position, he has been actively 
participating in meetings and activities 
to get involve with the dairy community 
of Pennsylvania. His goal is to serve the 
dairy industry and help producers to 
become more efficient and profitable. 
He brings a unique expertise and 
a set of skills that will benefit the 
commonwealth. 

Mauricio Rosales

TENANT NEWS
USDA’S FARM SERVICE AGENCY (FSA)

Lancaster/Lebanon FSA Spring Updates 
Certainly the season of spring is here, the field work is well 
under way, and soon the planted crops will be emerging 
and growing for this 2017 crop year. For those agricultural 
producers who actively participate in our FSA program areas, 
it will not be long before it’s time to report the planted crops 
to the FSA office.  While the July 17th deadline is weeks away, 
we ask all of our producers to plan ahead and report your 
corn and soybean crops shortly after planting.  This helps to 
alleviate some of last minute work load rush heading up to 
the July 17th deadline.  For those that plant spring seeded 
forage and small grains the reporting deadline is June 15, 
2017.  If we can assist you in any way to make this process 
easier, please let the FSA office know.

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program
(FSFL) Expansion
FSA has had the FSFL loan program for many years.  Initially 
it was mainly a grain bin loan program that our corn, soybean, 
and small grain producers could use to finance a grain bin 
through FSA at relatively low interest rates.  In recent years 
the program has grown to allow the financing of upright silos, 
bunker silos and hay storage buildings. Most recently the 
FSFL program has been expanded to include the financing 
of a host of commodity storage, equipment and handling 
components.  We now can finance hay baggers, conveyors, 
dump carts, hopper trailers, refrigeration units, and many 
other commodity vehicles.  The finance terms can be 3, 5, 7, 
10, or 12 years depending on the details of the FSFL and the 
useful life of what is to be financed.  At the time of writing 

this article, the interest rates range from 1.625% - 2.500%.  
Certainly if you have any interest in an FSFL loan, please call us 
ahead of time to discuss the loan requirements, the financing 
details, and remember the FSA office will need adequate time 
to process the loan.

FSA Personnel Changes 
After 40 years of service to the Lancaster/Lebanon FSA office, 
Raeann Schatz retired from the agency on December 30, 2016.  
While with FSA, Raeann was the Program Technician in charge 
of the conservation programs which included the CRP and 
CREP programs.  She successfully managed and maintained 
hundreds of the CREP contracts and was used by other FSA 
offices statewide as a resource for the conservation programs.  
Additionally, she had many other administrative responsibilities 
during her tenure and was a valued and respected FSA employee.  
We wish Raeann the best during her retirement from FSA.

With 2 retirements from the office in late 2016, the FSA office 
was fortunate to be able to bring on board to new staffers.  
Kimberly Merlau, with roots from a dairy farm in New York State 
joined the office as a Program Technician (PT) on January 9th 
2017.  Additionally, Karen Lindquist a Lancaster County native 
with local government experience started January 9th, 2017 as 
a Program Technician (PT).

Longtime Program Technician Keith Beattie was promoted by 
the Pennsylvania FSA State Office to the Key PT position for the 
FSFL program.  Now in addition to his regular FSA work, he will 
be called upon by other PA FSA offices to support them in the 
FSFL programming in their offices.          
   - Douglas Kilgore
      Acting Administrator 

Strawberry-Rhubarb Crisp
A TASTE OF THE SEASON

Filling
1 pound rhubarb stalks, trimmed and sliced 1/2-inch thick

1/2 pound strawberries, hulled and quartered

1/2 cup granulated sugar
1-1/2 tablespoons corn starch
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

- In a large bowl, combine the rhubarb, strawberries, sugar, 
corn starch and vanilla. Stir until the fruit is evenly coated 
with the sugar mixture, and the sugar mixture is no longer 
white.

- Transfer the fruit mixture to a 2-quart or 8-inch baking 
dish (no need to butter it) and set aside while you prepare 

the topping.

Topping
3/4 cup all-purpose flour, spooned into measuring cup 

       and leveled-off with a knife
1/2 cup packed light brown sugar
2 tablespoons granulated sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
6 tablespoons unsalted butter, cut into 1/2-inch cubes

3/4 cup old fashioned rolled oats
1/2 cup chopped pecans

-  Preheat the oven to 350°F.
- In the bowl of a food processor, combine the flour, brown sugar, 

granulated sugar and salt. Process until well combined, about 30 

seconds. Add the cold butter and pulse until the mixture resembles 

coarse crumbs, with a few pea-sized clumps of butter within. 

Transfer to a medium bowl and stir in the oats and chopped pecans.

- Spoon the topping evenly over the fruit without packing down. Bake 

for 45-55 minutes, until the fruit is bubbling around the edges and 

the topping is golden brown. Cool for 20 minutes before serving. 

Spoon into shallow bowls and serve with vanilla ice cream.

Canoeing is one of the topics covered during the Youth Conservation School.


