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email (info@farmandhomecenter.com), 
or phone (392-4911). Thank you!
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The Farm and Home Foundation Board 
of Directors recently named seven 
seniors as recipients of Farm and Home 
Foundation $1,000 scholarships for 
2018.  To be eligible, applicants must 
enroll in a program of study in some 
aspect of agriculture, consumer science, 
or family living.  Applications are rated 
on the basis of academic achievement, 
financial need, community service, 
and demonstrated leadership skills. 
By maintaining a minimum 3.0 grade 
average and continuing full time studies 
in a qualifying major, each recipient is 
eligible to receive up to $4,000 over a 
four year period.

EMILY AUKAMP is a senior at Penn 
Manor High School and is the daughter 
of Brian and Sharon Aukamp, Holtwood. 

continued on page 2

She is a member of the National 
Honors Society.  She has served with 
Future Farmers of America in the roles 
of Sentinel, Student Advisor, and Vice 
President. She has helped in her church 
with the Multimedia Team, Praise and 
Worship Team, Technology Team, and 
Church Leadership Council.  She is also 
a founder and leads a Bible study for 
girls in her home.  Emily plans to attend 
Delaware Valley University to study 
Equine Management.

SETH BOLLINGER, a senior at Warwick 
High School, is the son of Andy and 
Andrea Bollinger, Lititz. As a member 
of the Future Farmers of America, Seth 
has served as President and Reporter 
for the organization.  He is a member 
of the National Honor Society. He has 

been a member of the Cross Country and 
Track and Field teams throughout his 
high school years.  He participated in 
the school choir as well as the Camerata 
Singers and spring musical. He also 
helps with the morning announcement 
program at school.  He also actively 
participates at his church as a Worship 
Leader and Vice President of the Youth 
Group.  Seth plans to attend Penn State 
Berks Campus and Cornell University 
to study Marketing and Agricultural 
Economics.

ALEXIS JACKSON, daughter of Randy 
and Christine Jackson, Peach Bottom, is a 
senior at Solanco High School.  She is a 
member of the National Honor Society.  
She has also been a part of the 4H 
Solanco Community Club, participating 
in various clubs such as cooking, sewing, 
photography, basket making, and 

(L to R) Seth Bollinger, Emily Aukamp, Madison Weaver, Holly Musser, Madeline Musser, 
Alexis Jackson.  Not Pictured: Connor Ranck.

Chad Hymas Speaks to High School Students

Friday, March 2, 2018 marked the first ever Next 
Generation Day hosted by the Farm and Home 
Foundation and sponsored by MidAtlantic Farm 
Credit and the Lancaster County Agricultural Council.  
As a follow up to the Foundation’s Fundraising 
Banquet, students from local high schools were 
invited to an event to support and encourage the 
next generation in their pursuit of agricultural 
interests.

After presenting an inspiring talk on leaving a legacy 
wherever you are at, Chad Hymas presented two 
sessions to the enthusiastic youth. The first session 
imparted the importance of Farm Safety.  Having 
become a quadriplegic in an accident when a hay 
bale fell on top of him, Chad was able to share 
first-hand knowledge of the consequences that may 
arise from lack of attention to safety.  The second 
session encouraged students to take advantage of 
opportunities in agriculture.  After working towards 
overcoming the challenges of his injury, Chad has 
been able to realize his dream of running an elk 

NEXT GENERATION DAY

continued on page 3Chad Hymas talks to high school students after his presentation for Next Generation Day.
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Few provisions in the recently enacted 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act are more likely to 
have a greater impact or create more 
confusion than the new deduction for 
non-corporate taxpayers for qualified 
business income (also referred to as 
the “pass-through deduction”).  The 
deduction is effective for the tax years 
beginning after Dec. 31, 2017 and before 
Jan. 1, 2026.  It is generally 20% of a tax-
payer’s qualified business income from 
partnerships, S corporations, or sole 
proprietorships.  The deduction is taken 
as an adjustment to taxable income.

The deduction applies only for income 
tax purposes.  It does not apply for pur-
poses of determining self-employment 
tax.  

The qualified business income for a 
tax year is the net amount of qualified 
items of income, gain, deduction, and 
loss relating to any qualified trade or 
business of the taxpayer.  It does not 
include any qualified real estate invest-
ment trust dividends, qualified coop-
erative dividends or qualified publicly 
traded partnership income.  

If the net amount of qualified income, 
gain, deduction, and loss relating to 
qualified trade or businesses of the 
taxpayer for any tax year is less than 
zero, the amount is carried over as a loss 
from a qualified trade or business in the 
succeeding tax year.  

Wage/qualified property 
limitation on the deduction   
Unless the taxpayer is below a thresh-
old amount ($157,500 ($315,000 in the 
case of a joint return))  the deductible 
amount for a qualified trade or business 
is limited, i.e., it is the lesser of:  20% of 
the taxpayer’s qualified business income 
from the qualified trade or business or 
the greater of (l) 50% of the W-2 wages 

relating to the qualified trade or busi-
ness or (2)the sum of (a) 25% of the W-2 
wages relating to the qualified trade or 
business and (b) 2.5% of the unadjusted 
basis immediately after acquisition of 
all qualified property.  The unadjusted 
basis means the basis of property for 
determining gain on a sale (i.e., gener-
ally cost, including borrowed funds 
and the remaining basis of any assets 
traded-in a nontaxable exchange) 
without regard to any adjustments for 
depreciation allowable, but reduced by: 
(a) the amount of amortization taken 
on the property, (b) or any Code Sec. 
179 expense deduction claimed for the 
property; and (c) any special deprecia-
tion allowance taken on the property. 
Presumably, as the basis is determined 
“immediately after acquisition,” the (a) 
through (c) reductions don’t apply.  

Regulations to be Issued 
IRS is directed to prescribe regula-
tions that are necessary to carry out the 
purposes of the deduction (Code Sec. 
199A(f)(4)).

Continued from page 1

Scholarships
crocheting.  Alexis has also served as 
Historian, Secretary, and Treasurer of 
the 4H Rough Riders Horse and Pony 
Club.  She is a member of the Future 
Farmers of America as well as the 
Spanish Honor Society.  She was also 
a part of the Track Team and Tutoring 
program.  Alexis plans to attend 
Delaware Valley University to study 
Environmental Science.

HOLLY MUSSER is a senior at 
Manheim Central High School and 
is the daughter of Myron and Sandy 
Musser, Mount Joy.  She has served 
with the Future Farmers of America as 
Treasurer, Vice President, and County 
Secretary. She has also been involved 
with various 4H clubs including Dairy 
Beef, Swine Club, Red Rose Beef Club, 
Livestock Judging, Community Club, 
and the 4H Leadership Conference.  
Holly has helped with the Manheim 
Farm Show for the past 5 years and 
served as a Farm Show Jr Board 
Member.  She participates as a 
member of her church youth group 
and volunteers with the church 
kid’s club program.  Holly plans to 
attend SUNY Cobleskill to study Dairy 
Production and Management.

MADELINE MUSSER, a senior at 
Elizabethtown High School, is the 
daughter of Greg and Jodi Musser, 
Mount Joy.  She is a member of the 
National Honor Society and played on 
the varsity tennis team.  She served 
with the Future Farmers of America 
as Chaplain, Vice President, President, 
County Sentinel, and County President.  
She also participated in the 4H Swine 
Club, Red Rose Beef Club, Woolies 
Club, Goat Club, and Livestock Judging.  
Madeline plans to attend Penn State 
University to study Agribusiness 
Management.

CONNOR RANCK, son of Darell and 
Tina Ranck, Ronks, is a graduate of 
Lampeter-Strasburg High School.  He 
served with the Future Farmers of 
America as Treasurer and President.  
He participated in the County 4H 
program.  He was part of the High 
School Band, Football Team, and 

HEROES program in high school.  
Connor was also active in his church 
youth group.  He has spent the last year 
working on a goat farm in Indonesia.  
Connor plans to attend Cornell 
University and study International 
Agriculture and Rural Development.

MADISON WEAVER is a senior 
at Cocalico High School and is the 
daughter of Fred and Tammy Weaver, 
Ephrata.  She has been a part of the 
Lebanon County Livestock Club serving 
as Secretary and Vice President.  She has 
participated in the PA Holstein and PA Jr 
Angus programs.  Madison volunteered 
with Dairy Promotion in Lancaster 
County and reigned as Angus Royalty 
Sweetheart, Princess, and Queen.  She 
competed with Dairy Bowl, played field 
hockey, and served with the student 
government.  Madison plans to attend 
Penn State University to study Animal 
Science.

In fulfillment of its charitable and 
educational mission goals, the 
Foundation has awarded annual 
scholarships for fifty years to deserving 
Lancaster County graduating seniors. 
They are funded from earnings of 
the Elmer L. Esbenshade Charitable 
Trust Fund and also supplemented by 
operational funds. Esbenshade was one 
of the founders of the Farm and Home 
Foundation who desired to assist youth 
who intended to study some aspect of 
agriculture, consumer science, or family 
living. Since 1966, the Farm and Home 
Foundation has presented 490 students 
with scholarships having a value of 
$598,000.

For further information, go to the 
Scholarship page of our website, 
www.farmandhomecenter.com, or 
contact Scholarship Committee 
Chairman, Leon Ressler, 717-394-6851.

Recent Development - Battery 
Qualified for Residential Energy Credit  
In a private letter ruler (PLR 
2011809003), the IRS held that a bat-
tery that was integrated into an existing 
solar energy system was a qualified solar 
electric property expenditure eligible for 
the Code Sec. 25D tax credit under which 
an individual may claim a 30% credit for 
qualified solar electric property expendi-
tures made by him during the year.  Thus, 
it appears that taxpayers can not only 
save on their electric bills by installing a 
solar energy system but will also obtain 
an additional tax credit and shield them-
selves from grid outages from storms, 
etc., by installing a battery and storing 
the energy generated by the solar energy 
equipment.  But, note that the battery 
cost will qualify for the credit only if 
the battery only stores solar-generated 
energy.  

More details may be obtained on these 
or any other tax topics by going to www.
lichty.us or by calling (717) 735-2027

LICHTY TAX ACCOUNTING

Pass-Through Deduction for Small Business 
Under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
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How to Use Forest Cover to 
Increase Profit on Your Farm 

In addition to supplying wood and serv-
ing as a wind break, forest cover can 
provide goods and ecosystem services 
like soil protection and formation, nutri-
ent cycling, water regulation, and wildlife 
refuge. Ecosystem service is defined as 
those natural processes through which 
ecosystems sustain and fulfill human 
life. Because these services are central 
to human welfare and farm health, their 
economic value, although difficult to 
estimate, is enormous. 

Crop pollination is a good example of an 
ecosystem service with enormous value. 
Cultivars of approximately two-thirds of 
the world’s crop species require pol-
lination by bees (honeybee and native 
bees) or other insects like butterflies and 
moths. Unfortunately honeybee popula-
tions are in huge decline because of 
parasitic mites, pesticides, and other fac-
tors. This decline 
in honeybee 
populations has 
sparked renewed 
interest in the 
capacity of wild 
species to provide 
crop pollination 
services. 

It is important 
to understand that honeybees, especially 
the European honeybee, are a naturalized 
introduced species that may not have 
the same resistance or response to local 
climate changes as native bees. This has 
sparked renewed interest in the capacity 
of wild species to provide crop pollina-
tion services. 

Researchers in Pennsylvania have found 
that native bees pollinate a variety of 
crops effectively, at times with greater 
efficiency than managed species. They 
have identified 300 native bees species in 
Pennsylvania. Some of these native bees 
are: Bumble bees, Sweat bees, Leafcut-
ter, Squash bees, Mason bees, and Mining 

USDA’s NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE

bees. These native species are part of 
the Eastern Broadleaf Forest ecosystem 
that used to be present in most of the 
territory of Pennsylvania before the land 
was cleared for agriculture. 

Native plants like “Talus 
slope penstemon”, “wild 
bergamot”, and “wrinkle-
leaf goldenrod” seem to 
be one of bee’s favorite 
hosts. They are shade tol-
erant plants which means 
that they grow well under 
the forest canopy. 

Butterflies play a similar 
role in crop pollination as bees. Species 
like “Red-spotted purple butterfly”, “Red 
banded hairstreak”, and “Tiger swal-
lowtail” are common in Pennsylvania’s 
gardens. These species use Willow, Oak, 
and Birch trees as host plants. This 
means that they are going to be present 
if those trees are present in the area. 
They are not the only species for which 
these trees serves as a host. Researchers 
have found out that Oak trees host 534, 
Willow hosts 456, and Birch hosts 413 
species of beneficial insects. Other tree 
species that host beneficial species of 
insects are Cherry, Poplar, Crabapple, and 
Blueberry among others. 

Agroforestry has been around since 
the early 1930’s and is in a current 
revival throughout the United States.  
In a nutshell, soil loss solutions 
that integrate root systems and 
the shade capacity of trees and 
shrubs in agricultural systems first 
developed during the time of the 
Dust Bowl.  Today research and 
scientific trials have led to several 
types of Agroforestry Farming Systems 
available to producers in Lancaster 
County.

In designing a plan for the resources 
on a farm, a farmer can comingle 
agriculture with forestry growing 
stewardship along with profitability 
and productivity.  The blend of 
agriculture and forestry provides 
benefits to the wider community and 
watershed through the conservation 
of natural resources and strategies 
to sustain agriculture in these areas.  
Agroforestry should be intentional, 
intensive, and integrated.

Just as a homeowner considers where 
to plant a tree before digging, farmers 
who manage for agroforestry choose 
working trees to be planted in the right 
place for the right purpose.  Blending 
trees and agriculture can enrich food 
production, stabilize soil, cool water 
temperatures, cultivate aquatic habitat, 
and boost wildlife habitat.

Take a look at the 5 agroforestry 
categories below and see if you could 
add some working trees to your 
property.

SILVOPASTURE mixes trees with 
pasture land where livestock would 
forage.  These working trees drop 
fruits and nuts along with shading and 
sheltering animals using the pasture.  
Placement of trees is critical as they 
are also managed for timber.

ALLEY CROPPING includes trees 
planted in rows in between crops to 
deliver revenue during growth.  Plants 
or trees for biomass, herbs, pollinators, 
and fruits can fill in the alley space.

FOREST FARMING happens beneath 
forest canopies.  Trees are managed for 
varied shade levels producing herbs or 

ornamental crops.

WINDBREAKS protect fields, 
buildings, or pastured animals from 
not only wind but also soil loss 
and snow.  These trees planted in 
managed rows create hedgerows, 
snow fences, or shelterbelts.

RIPARIAN BUFFERS are well 
known in Lancaster County.  Riparian 
(meaning near water) buffers involve 
trees, shrubs, grasses, or perennials 
planted on streambanks in an 
organized method to stabilize soil 
and allow flood waters to escape 
and recede naturally.  The variety of 
plant material selected for planting 
can serve wildlife and in some cases 
produce revenue.

The science of agroforestry is an 
intriguing integration worth a 
second look even as some may say 
‘tis something old that’s new again.  
For more information contact the 
Lancaster County Conservation District 
at 717-299-5361 x.5. 
          - Sallie Gregory
            Education Coordinator

Farm-Forest integration

By establishing native species of trees 
and plants attractive to pollinators in 
forested and non-forested areas on the 
farm like wind breaks, creeks, and non-
farmable zones (see image above), you 
are going to get the benefit of the eco-
system services that they provide. Good 
farm and forest management practices 
are going to improve your Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM), provide wildlife 
habitat, and soil protection among other 
benefits, practices that are going to pro-
tect or increase your farm profits. 

USDA-NRCS has several conservation 
practices like Tree/Shrub Establish-
ment (code 612), Windbreak/Shelterbelt 
(code 386), Hedgerow Plantings (code 
422), Riparian Forest Buffers (code 391), 
Riparian Herbaceous Cover (code 390), 
Forest Stand Improvement (code 666), 
and Integrated Pest Management (code 
595) that can help you manage your for-
est cover or establish new forested areas 
on your farm. For more information on 
forest management and establishment 
of pollinator habitat, visit the NRCS Lan-
caster Field Office in Room 200 of the 
Lancaster Farm & Home Center or call 
(717) 299-5361 extension 3.  
         - Axel Acevedo Morales
           Soil Conservationist Technician
           USDA-NRCS

LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Agroforestry:  Integrating 
Trees into Farming

In memory of
Linda J. Armstrong

June 28, 1948 – April 15, 2018

Faithful manager of the Farm 
and Home Center for 15 years.

TENANT NEWS

Ecosystem service is 
defined as those natural 
processes through which 
ecosystems sustain and 
fulfill human life. 
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The Lancaster County Youth Conservation 
School will take place July 22-28 celebrating 
40 years of education in the great outdoors.  
Open to students ages 14-16; this is a 
summer adventure worth taking.

The Lancaster County Conservation 
District along with local Sportsmen’s Clubs 
proudly offers a weeklong summer field 
school focusing on outdoor activities and 
conservation of our natural resources.  
Students reside at the school with tents and 
cots to demonstrate low impact camping 
at the Northern Lancaster County Fish 
and Game Protection Association in West 
Cocalico Township.  

Motivated students should apply.  Students 
gain extensive knowledge about wildlife 
and conservation, leadership experience, 
and communication skills.  There are 
many study topics to empower students, 
ensuring a sustained conservation legacy. 
Topics include stream restoration, forestry, 
canoeing, wildlife management, archery, 
survival, and firearm safety.  Students will 
have the opportunity to meet professionals 
in various environmental and conservation 
related fields and discuss career options 
with them.

Students benefit from generous County 
Federated Sportmens Clubs and Community 
Organizations who provide 90% of the 
YCS tuition.  Students are responsible 
for a $25 registration fee.  To receive an 
application, contact the Conservation 
District at 717-299-5361 x.5 or click www.
lancasterconservation.org by June 15.
         - Sallie Gregory
   Education Coordinator

LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Youth Conservation School - 
40th Celebration Apply Today
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LANCASTER/LEBANON 
FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
FSA Employee Volunteers for Hurricane 
Diaster Wrok in Puerto Rico

Longtime Lancaster FSA staffer KEITH BEATTIE represented 
the Farm Service Agency this past winter in assisting the 
agency in the implementation of its disaster programming.  
Hurricane Maria, a category 5 hurricane devastated the island 
of Puerto Rico in September of 2017 pretty much devastating 
everything in its path which included homes, buildings, 
electric power grids, and all components of the agriculture 
infrastructure on the island.  

FSA in Washington DC asked for volunteers from its 
nationwide employee base to spend a specified time there 
(normally a month) to assist the FSA offices on location.  
Keith spent the month of February in Puerto Rico and was 
stationed at the Barrenqitas Region FSA office.  He was 
working with other mainland FSA volunteer staffers along 
with a few existing FSA staff.  A majority of his work consisted 
of assisting the agriculture producers in the sign up for 
the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP).  While there he assisted 100’s 
of producers in the program sign up, many of which were not 
capable of speaking English. 

Keith will tell you the experience was like nothing he’s ever 
seen.  Words cannot describe the amount of devastation to 
most everything on the island.  The livestock and poultry 
industries lost countless buildings and animals.  The crops 
of Puerto Rico were all severely affected which included 

commodities of plantains, citrus, coffee, along with the 
other vegetable and agronomic crops.  Unfortunately, 
the Puerto Rico FSA offices lacked the organization and 
record infrastructure to be able to quickly respond to 
the producer’s needs.  The work is still ongoing by the 
volunteers and FSA personnel who are still there.

We thank Keith Beattie for his service to FSA in these 
extreme circumstances.  If you get the chance to speak 
with him, he can share much more about his disaster work 
in Puerto Rica.         

ranch with his father.  Students were 
inspired to reach for the opportunities 
they dream of in agriculture.

Next Generation 
Day also housed 
the Future Farmers 
of America (FFA) 
public speaking 
event, an 
agribusiness job 
fair, and agricultural 
workshops.  FFA 
students were 
able to give 
various styles of 
speeches before 
a panel of judges 
to receive commendations for their 
presentations.  Students were also 
able to participate in a job fair with 
local agribusinesses and university 
agricultural programs to learn about 
opportunities available to them in 
agriculture. The afternoon allowed 
students to choose a workshop based 

on their interests.  Workshops were 
presented on Animal and Veterinarian 
Sciences, Plant and Horticultural 
Sciences, and Precision Ag.

The Farm and Home 
Foundation would 
like to express its 
sincere gratitude to 
the MidAtlantic Farm 
Credit and Lancaster 
County Agricultural 
Council for sponsoring 
this event.  Special 
appreciation is also 
given to the Lancaster 
County FFA organization 
for their efforts to make 

this event a success.  The combined 
efforts of local agricultural businesses, 
agencies, and organizations made 
this an event to be continued in the 
years to come.  As we work together 
to encourage the next generation in 
agriculture, we work together towards 
growing our future.

Chad Hymas Speaks continued from page 8

Students interact during a job fair for Next Generation Day.

FSA staff on a recent trip to Puerto Rico (Keith Beattie, second from left).

As we work together 
to encourage the 
next generation in 
agriculture, we work 
together towards 
gowing our future.

2 egg yolks   2 tablespoons flour

3 cups sliced rhubarb  2 egg whites, beaten stiff

1 cup sugar   1 unbaked pie shell

Heat oven to 350°. Mix together sugar and egg yolks.  Add flour and rhubarb.  

Fold in egg whites.  Bake in unbaked pie shell for 50-60 minutes.

Variation:  add 1 cup sliced fresh strawberries 

                 w
ith 2 cups of rhubarb.

Grammie’s 

Rhubarb Custard P ie


