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ADDRESS CHANGE?
If you have moved, changed your name, or prefer to be removed from our mailing list, 

please contact us by mail, email (info@farmandhomecenter.com), or phone (392-4911). Thank you!
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Give Extra on 
November 20!
On Friday, November 20, The Farm and 
Home Foundation will join over 367 non-
profit organizations in Lancaster County 
to participate in its fourth annual Extraor-
dinary Give Day.  Sponsored by Lancaster 
County Community Foundation, Rodgers 
& Associates and others, this exciting 
24-hour day of giving offers opportunity 
for donations to the Farm and Home 
Foundation to be stretched by a percent-
age of the $250,000 incentive gift, as well 
as $50,000 in additional prizes to partici-
pants who obtain online donor contribu-
tions that day. 

During seven time slots throughout the 
day, five “Golden Tickets” will be randomly 
selected by computer to participants who 
give via the ExtraGive.org website to 
receive an additional $1,000 grant added 
to their gift of $25 or more.  Five Golden 
Tickets will be awarded during each of 
the following times:
 12-3 AM  Midnight Madness
 5-8 AM  Willow Valley Rush Hour
 9 - 11 AM  Members 1st Coffee Break
 12-2 PM  High Companies Lunch Hour
 4-6 PM  Clipper Magazine & Spencer 
  Advertising Happy Hour
 7-9 PM  Benchmark Construction 
  Company Primetime Prize
 10-12 AM Lancaster County Solid Waste 
  Management Finale

The first 10 organizations who obtain 
50 unique gifts of at least $25 will each 
receive an additional $1,000, with only 1 
gift per donor per organization counted 
towards this incentive prize.  Finally, 

Trent Loos to Speak at March Banquet 

and “Colorado Trails and Tails,” available 
at his website www.LoosTales.com.

Raised on a diversified farm in Quincy, 
Illinois, Trent got his start in swine 
production at the age of five by rais-
ing a runt pig.  Later he and his father 
expanded their operation to a purebred 
seedstock company that supplied boars 
and gilts to producers nationwide.  

Through the following years he earned 
an American Farmer Degree in FFA and 
earned awards at the state and na-
tional level for swine shows.  In 1990, 
he expanded his operation to include 
purebred Limousin and Angus cattle. 
Quarter horses were added to the mix 
in the late ‘90’s, meat goats came to the 
ranch in 2008, and now the family is 
returning to its pig-rearing roots with 

Yes, I want to help Grow Our Future in 2015-16  
I want to assist the Farm and Home Foundation in fulfilling its mission to 
make agriculture successful in Lancaster County now and into the future.

o   My annual membership dues of $2 per member are included ($2 x # _____ persons = total $________).

o I will        o I will not be able to attend the 52nd annual business meeting on January 19, 2016.

o Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of:  o$500        o$100       o$50        o$25        o Other $ ____________

Please make all checks payable to the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County.   

Name________________________________________________________________________________________    Phone (__________)_______________________________

Street  Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________   State _______  Zip Code _______________ Email:_________________________________________________________

The official registration and financial information of the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department 
of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.

Tuesday, March 8, 2016, the Farm and 
Home Center will host the Founda-
tion’s Biannual Fundraising Banquet 
in the Max Smith Auditorium.  A social 
hour will be followed by a delicious 
dinner.  Highlighting the evening will 
be special speaker, Trent Loos, a sixth 
generation farmer from South Dakota.  
Trent’s mission is to connect rural and 
urban America by sharing the positive 
story of production agriculture per-
sonally, as well as through media.  He 
began with a radio program, “Loos 
Tales,” on January 8, 2001, on KMZU in 
Missouri, which has grown to now air 
daily to 3 million listeners on nearly 
100 stations in 19 states.  In addition 
to “Loos Tales,” Trent presently hosts 
and produces additional one-hour 
radio programs, “Rural Route,” “Illinois 
Truth Be Told,“ “Dakota Trails and Tails,” 
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Farm and Home Foundation of 
Lancaster County strives to sustain and 
preserve our agrarian heritage by sup-
porting, strengthening and promoting 
the advancement of agriculture and fam-
ily living in local communities through 
education, leadership development and 
conservation.
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MANAGER’S DESK

When corn crops are gleaned from 
nearby fields, bright orange pumpkins 
and golden mums appear on local 
porches, and morning breezes are brisk, 
the signs of autumn prompt us to be 
thankful for the abundance we recently 
gathered from our gardens and fields.  
Lancaster County continues to be, as 
it has for generations, a primary food 
producer in Pennsylvania.  Did you know 
that Lancaster County’s farmers utilize 
68% of this county’s land to produce 
enough milk for 10.6 million people, 
enough eggs to feed 9 million, enough 
chicken for 3.6 million, and enough 
pork to feed 2.2 million? Those are 
impressive numbers to contemplate!

To keep such a vital industry advancing 
and prosperous, innovative and efficient 
techniques must be incorporated, 
conservation of resources must be 
practiced, and funding sources must 
be made available.  Before the Farm 
and Home Center was constructed in 
Lancaster, there was no central location 
where producers could go to access 
such information and get assistance 
with the challenges they faced.  

Our founders recognized this need, 
met by the Farm and Home Center’s 
construction and subsequent 
maintenance over the past five 
decades.  As it enters the sixth decade 
of existence, the Farm and Home 
Center continues to meet the needs of 
Lancaster County agriculture, backed 

by the continued vision and direction 
of the Farm and Home Foundation’s 
Board of Directors.  But the assistance 
and support of our community is 
equally vital, since it is a charitable 
non-profit foundation that relies on 
contributions from individuals, as well 
as businesses. 

 On November 20, the Foundation will 
participate again in the county- wide 
online giving day, Extraordinary Give.  
Each participating group receives a 
percentage of the $250,000 challenge 
gift, based on the percentage of its 
gifts to the total donation amount.  As 
the number of participants grows each 
year, the corresponding percentage 
of gifts is reduced.  So we ask you to 
please consider making a donation 
to the Farm and Home Foundation 
on November 20 at ExtraGive.org.  All 
donations received will be utilized 
to help reduce the remaining $1.4 
million debt from our 2006 expansion/
renovation project.

Thank you in advance for your 
generosity.  We are grateful for all 
contributions, large or small.  Please 
remember: we ALL BENEFIT when 
agriculture succeeds, by the fresh, 
affordable food made available to us, 
as well as by the profitability of our 
local economy.  

           Linda Armstrong 

LICHTY TAX ACCOUNTING

A buy/sell agreement is a contract that re-
stricts the ability of corporate sharehold-
ers, partners or limited liability company 
(LLC) members to freely transfer their own-
ership interests.  A buy/sell agreeement 
not only places restrictions on the trans-
ferability of interests, but often also places 
requirements on the owners to transfer 
their interests upon death, disability, etc.  
It provides that an owner’s interest in the 
business will be sold, or at least offered 
for sale, at a specified price to the other 
owners and/or to the entity upon the oc-
currence of specified events.  This prevents 
unwanted individuals from joining the 
owner group and ensures a ready market 
for closely held interests.  

Liability of Ownership Interests is Desired
• Owners want to ensure a ready market 

for their ownership interests (in the 
event of death, disability, retirement, 
etc.).

• Can be particularly important for heirs 
or retiring owners with noncontrolling 
interests.

Owners Want to Eliminate 
Uncertainty about Ownership Transfers
• A buy/sell agreement between a par-

ent and child, with an option on the 
part of the remaining owners to buy 
the interest if the child does not, re-
moves the uncertainty that exists if a 
will or other document is being relied 
upon to effectuate the transfer.  

• Wills can be changed at the last min-
ute or challenged by heirs or potential 
heirs. A binding buy/sell agreeement 
can nail down the rights and obliga-
tions of the various parties.  

Future Ownership Conflicts 
Can be Foreseen
• If it is anticipated that the remaining 

owner(s) would have difficulties co-
existing with the family of a deceased 
or withdrawing co-owner who would 
inherit an interest. 

• A former spouse could obtain an 
ownership interest in a divorce set-
tlement.

• A buy/sell agreement can ensure that 
the remaining owners control the in-
terest.  

Ownership by Outsiders is Undesirable
• This factor can arise in any business 

when the owners are a tightly knit 
group.

• In the event of an owner’s insolvency, 
a creditor may become a member of 
the ownership group.

• A buy/sell agreement ensures that 
ownership interests cannot fall out-
side the existing group without the 
group’s approval.  

Owners’ Heirs Not Interested
• The heirs feel the business is too 

risky or they simply have no desire to 
participate.

Valuation for Estate
• Owners are interested in establishing 

their ownership interests’ value for 
federal and state estate tax purposes.  

• A buy/sell agreement can be used if 
certain requirements are met.

Ownership by Nonparticipant 
Undesirable
• Ownership by a spouse or other ben-

eficiary of the key person is not ac-
ceptable. 

Owners Want to Assure Affordability and 
Certainty of Ownership Transfers
• Owners want to set out terms that 

assure affordability for purchases of 
ownership interests. For example, a 
redemption agreement that is not 
funded by insurance can use an in-
stallment payout to preserve cash 
flow. 

• Owners want to tie the receipt of life 
insurance proceeds to the obligation 
to pay those proceeds to the heirs of 
the decedent when life insurance is to 
be used to fund a buyout.

• Owners want to obligate the surviv-
ing owners to use the insurance pro-
ceeds for the buyout when there is a 
cross-purchase agreement involving 
several owners. 

How Are They Funded?
A buy/sell agreement is of little benefit 
without a funding mechanism to pro-
vide the cash needed to fund the pur-
chase upon the occurrence of a triggering 
event.  Life insurance is the most common 
method of funding buy/sell agreements 
because it assures that a large lump sum 
will be available upon the death of the 
insured, with modest annual premiums. 
Some prospective purchasers may choose 
to accumulate earnings over time to fund 
a buyout obligation (a sinking fund). Dis-
ability buyout insurance is commonly 
used to fund the purchase of a disabled 
owner’s business interest. An installment 
sale can enable funding in the absence of 
adequate cash reserves or insurance.  

More details may be obtained on this or 
other tax topics by going to www.lichty.us 
or calling 717 735-2027.

       Receipts 10/01/14 - 09/30/15                  Disbursals 10/01/14 - 09/30/15

TENANT NEWS

Buy/Sell Agreements
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HARVESTER: $25,000-$49999

REAPERS: $10,000 - $24,999                                      
 
CULTIVATORS: $5,000 - $9,999
 
PLANTERS: $1,000 - $4,999
Altria Client Services, Inc.
Daniel Baum Company
Rohrer Dairy Farms LLC
Emma Plastow Smith

TILLERS: $500 - $999
Fred and Evelyn Crider
Good’s Livestock, Inc.
Kurtis and Lori Groff
J Larry and Janet Hess
Miller & Siegrist Auctioneers LLC
Oregon Dairy
Glenn and Joyce Rohrer
Ruhl Insurance
Roger and Leslie Slusher
Susquehanna Bank, Inc. 

GLEANERS: $100 - $499.99
James and Linda Armstrong
N Alan and Sally Bair
P. Eugene Bollinger
Timothy and Cher Breneisen
Brubaker Farms
J. Clayton and Dorothy Charles
Covenant CPA, LLC
Nevin and Doneen Dourte
Dennis and Ellen Eby
Diana Erb
John and Phyllis Eshleman
Daniel Fox
Elias and Mary Groff
R Charles and Carol Groff
James and Virginia Hess
H Thomas Kirk
Lancaster County Community Foundation
John and Juli Moose
Lamar and Sally Moyer
Leon and LouAnn Ressler
Jordan Risser
Dudley and Beth Rohrer
Harold and Helen Rohrer
Nelson and Rose Rohrer
R Kenneth and Sarah Shearer
Nancy Wiker
Paul and Karen Wolgemuth

OCTOBER 1, 2014 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2015

GIFTS & DONATIONS RECEIVED

LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Exelon Funding for 
Habitat Improvement

Many farmers are aware of the on-
going efforts to clean up the Chesa-
peake Bay through Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMPs), which aim 
at reducing nitrogen, phosphorous, 
and sediment levels in local streams 
that flow to the bay.  They may not, 
however, have the financial resources 
to make necessary changes on their 
farms.  The Lancaster County Conser-
vation District is able to offer assis-
tance for Habitat Improvement Proj-
ects through private funding from 
Exelon.  

Habitat Improvement Projects that 
qualify for Exelon funding include: 
• Forested stream buffers
• Wetlands creation
• Barnyard BMPs
• Pasture BMPs
• Field BMPs
• Stream restoration and 
 maintenance
• Riparian buffer maintenance
• In-stream habitat improvement 
 and maintenance.  

All farm and non-farm properties 
are eligible for Exelon funding; pri-
ority will be given to projects with 
a direct connection to a stream and 
those that include wetlands creation 
or forested stream buffers at least 50 
feet in width.  

Anyone applying for funding will 
work with the District to develop a 
project design to include with the 
application.  If approved, projects 
may be funded up to $75,000 per 
project.

Please contact your Conservation 
District Ag Conservation Technician 
to explore your opportunity for Ex-
elon funding.  The 2015 deadline for 
applications is December 11.  
             - Julie Kratz
              Ag Conservation Technician

Highly Pathogenic 
Avian Influenza 
Precautions in Backyard 
and Commercial Flocks

Egg prices have risen in the past 6 months.  
You heard the news reports about Avian Flu 
“out west somewhere.”  You may not realize the 
threat to Pennsylvania’s, specifically Lancaster 
County’s, poultry population is real; very real, 
and it is more than just a farmer issue.  

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) is a vi-
rus that affects poultry, not humans.  Avian influ-
enza viruses occur naturally in birds.  Wild bird 
species (such as ducks, swans and geese) can 
carry the viruses but usually do not get sick from 
them.  HPAI in birds is extremely contagious and 
can make domesticated birds (chickens, ducks, 
quail, pheasants, guinea fowl and turkeys) very 
sick or die.  

HPAI devastated the poultry industry in many 
states in western and mid-western United States 
in spring, 2015.  The virus tends to die out in 
summer months.  However, many experts expect 
that as migratory birds from multiple continents 
are currently mixing in Canada, they are sharing 
the virus.  As the weather cools and migratory 
birds fly south for the winter, it is expected that 
they will spread the virus among backyard, com-
mercial pastured, and other commercial poultry 
flocks.  It is believed that HPAI spreads partly by:
• migratory birds
• local birds and rodents
• air borne dust for up to 1 mile
• vehicles or people using poor 
 biosecurity methods
• farmers sharing equipment and egg crates. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
(PDA), USDA Animal Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) Veterinary Services, PA Emer-
gency Management Agency (PEMA), Penn State 
Extension, poultry industry representatives, 
local emergency management agencies and 
many other entities are actively preparing for 
response and recovery if HPAI enters Pennsyl-
vania.  It is expected that PDA and APHIS will 
enforce restricted zones around each affected 
farm, limiting access to the farm and surround-
ing farms.  The best way to prevent the spread of 
the disease is to immediately depopulate flocks 
that have HPAI and flocks that are in an identi-
fied “risk zone.”   

The best way to prevent the spread of the dis-
ease is to be hyper-vigilant about following bio-
security practices.  According to the USDA APHIS 
HPAI Biosecurity Checklist, “…all segments of the 
industry will need to follow comprehensive and 
stringent biosecurity practices on an on-going 
basis.”  Comprehensive details are found at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/
animal_diseases/ai/HPAIchecklist.pdf.  

There is a currently active Clean and Disinfect 
Quarantine Order issued by the PA Department 
of Agriculture covering in-state and out-of-state 
vehicles that are used in any part of the poultry 
industry.  More thorough details can be found 
at the PA Bulletin, August 22, 2015, http://www.
pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol45/45-34/1544.
html .

A site-specific “Flock Plan” needs to be developed 
for every flock, no matter how small.   A flock 
plan created ahead of time will help a farmer 
decide how to minimize business/service inter-
ruption, limit the spread of the virus, address 
depopulation, disposal, cleaning and disinfecting 
the premises.  A generic flock plan template is 
available from PDA, or can be found at http://
www.agriculture.pa.gov/Protect/AHDServices/
avian_influenza/Documents/HPAIGenericFlock-
PlanverC5-1-15.pdf.   

Being prepared for how to handle the disposal 
of backyard or commercial flocks who have been 
depopulated is CRITICAL.  Do not wait for the 
disease to arrive.  Make arrangements for ma-
terials and equipment NOW.  A farmer will also 
need a written Erosion & Sedimentation (E&S) 
plan when burial of diseased birds is planned.  
An E&S Plan template is available on the Lan-
caster Conservation District website at http://
lancasterconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/
Poultry_Burial_ES_Plan.pdf .
 
If you suspect a backyard flock or commercial 
flock is infected, immediately contact the State 
Veterinarian at 717-772-2852.   Detailed steps 
of who to call and how to handle flocks for nec-
essary testing can be found at http://extension.
psu.edu/animals/poultry/small-poultry-flocks/
getting-help.   

For additional information, please contact Shelly 
Dehoff at 717-880-0848 or shellydehoff@lan-
casterconservation.org.   
         - Shelly Dehoff
           Ag/Public Liaison

FRIENDS: $1 - $99
Marie Dull
James and Cindy Fairchild
Jacques Geisenberger
Jeffrey and Laura Graybill
Richard and Lory Hess
James and Jean Hogue
Brendon and Yvonne Landis
K Dieter and Else Linde
John Martin
Douglas and Katina Musser
Jere Rutt
Edward and C Annette Schopf
William and Catherine Shirk
Susan Stoltzfus
Donald and Emily Welk
Martha Zepp

Seven members of the Board of Direc-
tors will be elected to a three-year term, 
and financial reports for the 2014-15 
fiscal year will be presented. Scholar-
ship recipients will be recognized, 
operational reports made, and any other 
pertinent business will be conducted.  
Complimentary refreshments will be 
served, so mark your calendar and plan 
to join us on January 19.

The 52nd Annual Meeting of the Farm 
and Home Foundation of Lancaster 
County will take place at 7:00 P.M. 
on Tuesday, January 19, 2016, at the 
Farm and Home Center.  All members 
and interested friends are invited and 
encouraged to attend.  Reservations are 
not required, and there is no charge to 
attend, although you may wish to pay 
your $2 membership dues that evening.  

40 sows. Last year they sold prize-winning 
show pigs into 12 different states.

Trent Loos has embodied the rural lifestyle 
and has fought to defend it. Named “Voice 
of Rural America” by the West Quest or-
ganization for his advocacy of agriculture 
and speaking for those in the agricultural 
community who may not be normally 
heard. As we see an urban transformation 
across the country, we need to advocate for 
the preservation of our agrarian heritage 
and defend sustainability of our agricul-
tural industry here in Lancaster County and 
across the country. 

Join us on March 8th, 2016, for an evening 
of fellowship and Loos Tales from Trent 
Loos. Table sponsorships are available, and 
individual tickets may be purchased for 
$50. For ticket information or questions 
pertaining to the event please contact the 
Farm & Home Center at (717) 392-4911. 

Continued from page 1

Trent Loos at Banquet

SAVE THE DATE

Foundation’s Annual Meeting: 
January 19
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PENN STATE EXTENSION 
Nutrition Links: 
Helping Low-income 
Lancaster Countians Use Food 
Resources Wisely

Have you ever shopped at a farmer’s market 
or grocery store and looked at the beautiful 
produce or the food on the store shelves and 
wondered, “How on earth do I cook that?”  
“What does it taste like?” And, “Is it healthy 
for me?”  Lancaster County has an abundance 
of food resources available to low-income 
residents, but much of the time they don’t 
know what to do with those resources. That’s 
where Penn State Nutrition Links comes in. 
Penn State Nutrition Links provides free Nu-
trition Education classes to low-income res-
idents here in Lancaster County, as well as 
across the state. In Lancaster County, Penn 
State Nutrition Links is currently providing 
nutrition education though The PA Tracks 
Program and The Expanded Food and Nutri-
tion Education Program (EFNEP) to several 
local audiences. Donna Sullivan is the Nutri-
tion Education Advisor leading this program 
in Lancaster County.

The PA Tracks Program is currently conduct-
ing classes at seven Lancaster County Senior 
Centers. Some topics taught to the seniors 
include ways to add more fruits and vegeta-
bles to their diet, how to choose the proper 
portion size, and how to make smart choices 
when eating out. The seniors also get the 
opportunity to make and taste a healthy rec-
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tion of Conservation Compliance form 
AD-1026 with the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) on any new land being 
brought into production. This form has 
questions that ask if you have recently 
cleared land, dredged, leveled or filled 
land, tile drained new areas or repaired 
an existing tile system.

In order to determine compliance with 
the swampbuster provisions, the USDA’s 
NRCS will determine if a producer’s 
land has wetlands that are subject to 
the provisions. The agency maintains a 
list of the plants and combinations of 
soils and plants found in wetlands and 
uses these technical tools, along with 
the hydrology of the area, to conduct 
determinations. These determinations 
remain in effect as long as the land is 
used for agricultural purposes or until 
the producer requests a review. This de-
termination is only for eligibility with 
USDA programs and not for compliance 
with Clean Water Act.  Permits may 
need to be obtained through the United 
States Army Corp of Engineers. 

Over a period of 200 years, the lower 
48 states lost an estimated 53 percent 
of their original wetlands. An estimated 
87 percent of the wetland losses from 
the mid-1950’s to the mid-1970’s were 
due to agricultural conversion. Wetland 
conservation provisions have sharply 
reduced wetland conversions for agri-
cultural uses, from 235,000 acres per 
year before 1985 to 27,000 acres per 
year from 1992 through 1997. Swamp-
buster helps preserve the environmen-
tal functions of wetlands, such as flood 
control, sediment control, groundwater 
recharge, water quality, wildlife habitat, 
recreation, and aesthetics.

For information on technical assistance 
and planning, visit the NRCS Lancaster 
Field Office in Room 200 of the Farm 
& Home Center or call (717) 299-5361, 
extension 3. 
                 - Robert Weaver
                   NRCS Soil Conservationist

TENANT NEWS
USDA’S NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

Wetland Conservation Provisions (Swampbuster)

two grand prizes of $2,500 each will 
be awarded to the organization with 
the largest number of unique donors 
throughout Extraordinary Give Day.  
One grand prize will go to the orga-
nization with an operating budget 
under $1,000,000 and the other to the 
organization with the highest number 
of donors that has an operating budget 
of more than $1,000,000.  

Our board’s goal for 2015 is to have at 
least 51 donors, one for every year the 
Farm and Home Foundation has been 
serving Lancaster County’s agricultural 

Continued from page 1

community.  Please consider helping us 
to Grow Our Future by making an online 
charitable donation during the Extraordi-
nary Give Day this November 20.  You may 
access the ExtraGive.org website from any 
computer, smart phone, or other device 
(#ExtraGive) or you may go to a giving 
kiosk that day at Central Market and other 
convenient locations.  If you need as-
sistance with submitting your donation 
information, our office will be happy to 
help you by calling 392-4911.  

Please remember, when you GIVE EXTRA, 
Extraordinary Things Happen!

USDA’s FARM SERVICE AGENCY

Harvest Happenings
2015 has been a busy year for the staff in 
the Lancaster/Lebanon USDA Farm Service 
Agency office.  The 2014 Farm Bill brought 
forth a host of new programs for the produc-
ers of Lancaster and Lebanon Counties, and 
program sign up consumed a large part of 
our time this year.

The ARC/PLC enrollment process was com-
pleted on September 30, 2015.  This new 
commodity program took the place of the 
previous DCP program and required an edu-
cation effort on our part to inform the pro-
ducers of the program details.  Early in the 
year producers had the opportunity to real-
locate their base acres and update their yield, 
if they desired.  This information is used in 
the calculation when a program payment is 
triggered.  Additionally, producers needed to 
decide which program they wanted to be en-
rolled in, either ARC or PLC.  All enrollment 
contracts had to be signed and approved by 
the end of September.

MPP-Dairy, the new dairy program in the 
2014 Farm Bill, is in its second year and re-
quires an annual sign up.  This risk based 
program allows dairymen options to buy up 
coverage to insure their milk margin.  Pro-
ducers who had coverage at the $8.00 mar-
gin level for this year received some indem-
nity payments.  The 2016 sign up deadline 
has been extended until November 20, 2015.

Staff Changes
Due to the FSA hiring freeze being lifted, our 
Lancaster/Lebanon office had some person-
nel changes:   
1. Matt Henderson, a Farm Loan Officer, ac-

cepted a promotion within the agency 
and now is in the USDA FSA office in 
Washington, DC.

2. Stephanie Hartz was hired as a new Pro-
gram Technician (PT) and will be work-
ing in the conservation area.  

3. Lauren Smith has moved from PT to a 
Farm Loan Officer Trainee (FLOT) posi-
tion and will be in training for one year. 

4. We will soon announce another new PT 
to fill Lauren’s vacated position. 

                     - Douglas Kilgore
                    Acting Administrator

As productive available farm land in Lan-
caster County becomes scarcer, farmers 
may look at the woodlands and wet ar-
eas of their farms and say “If I clear that 
area and install some drain tile, I would 
be able to crop that land.”  Our advice on 
that thought is to proceed with caution.  
Before you start the process of clearing 
land or installing drainage, it’s highly rec-
ommended that you contact your local 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) office for assistance.  Once you re-
move stumps or install tile drainage, you 
have altered that wetland. Not all wet-
lands are saturated or inundated on the 
surface year round.  A simple phone call 
could help prevent you from becoming 
ineligible for USDA farm programs and 
possibly having to reestablish a wetland 
that’s been altered.

The Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
and Wetland Conservation Compliance 
Provisions (Swampbuster) were intro-
duced in the 1985 Farm Bill, with amend-
ments in 1990, 1996 and 2002. The 
purpose of the provisions is to remove 
certain incentives to produce agricultural 
commodities on converted wetlands or 
highly erodible land, unless the highly 
erodible land is protected from exces-
sive soil erosion. Persons who plant an 
agricultural commodity on wetlands that 
were converted between December 23, 
1985, and November 28, 1990, will be 
ineligible for program benefits any year 
an agricultural commodity is planted un-
less an exemption applies. Persons who 
convert a wetland, making production of 
an agricultural commodity possible after 
November 28, 1990, will be ineligible 
for program benefits until the functions 
of the wetland that was converted is re-
stored, unless an exemption applies.
To maintain eligibility, participants must 
certify that they have not produced crops 
on converted wetlands after December 
23, 1985, and did not convert a wetland to 
make agricultural production possible af-
ter November 28, 1990. This certification 
takes place when you fill out the Certifica-

ipe at each class. Recent recipes included 
Broccoli Salad, Cucumber Yogurt Dip and 
a Chicken and Fruit Salad. Our goal is to 
incorporate fresh fruits and vegetables 
that are in season in Lancaster County into 
as many recipes as possible. The PA Tracks 
Program reaches over 100 local seniors 
each month.

The EFNEP Program is currently providing 
nutrition education classes at the Lancast-
er County Youth Intervention Center (YIC). 
At YIC, we are providing weekly classes to 
detained and sheltered youth. Students 
learn about topics such as how to make 
smart breakfast choices, proper food safe-
ty, and how to read nutrition facts labels. 
Students have the weekly opportunity to 
do “hands on” cooking, and some have an 
opportunity to cook for the very first time! 
Some recent recipes included Easy Lasa-
gna, Strawberry Spinach Salad and Chick-
en Quesadillas. Each quarter Penn State 
Nutrition Links teaches about 25 classes, 
averaging 500 total student contacts. 

The EFNEP Program reaches out to other 
low-income audiences throughout the 
county with a free five week nutrition edu-
cation program.  Recently, we provided pro-
gramming at Vantage House, a rehabilita-
tion facility for women and their children 
in Lancaster City. The last five-week pro-
gram had 15 women graduates.  We also 
provide programming at the Head Start 
Adult G.E.D. program in Lancaster City. 

This year we had seven parents who are 
working on their G.E.D. graduate from our 
program, and we are currently conducting 
a program at Mom’s House. Mom’s House 
provides support and childcare to low-
income parents who are furthering their 
education.  Eight women are currently at-
tending our program there.

This past summer the Penn State Nutri-
tion Links EFNEP program partnered 
with Manor Heights low-income housing 
complex and Manor Church, resulting in 
a $500 donation from the Manor Church 
Life Skills group, to hold an evening class 
for low-income working mothers. The do-
nation allowed us to provide free child 
care, which included dinner for the chil-
dren so the women could attend the class.  
We also provided a weekly “take home” 
bag of groceries with ingredients to make 
that week’s recipe, kitchen utensils to 
make the recipe, and an electric skillet as 
a graduation gift. Five women completed 
the program in August and are now feed-
ing their families a healthier diet.

For more information about Penn State 
Nutrition Links, please contact the Lan-
caster County Penn State Extension at 
(717) 394-6851.

Give Extra on November 20!
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PENN STATE EXTENSION 
Nutrition Links: 
Helping Low-income 
Lancaster Countians Use Food 
Resources Wisely

Have you ever shopped at a farmer’s market 
or grocery store and looked at the beautiful 
produce or the food on the store shelves and 
wondered, “How on earth do I cook that?”  
“What does it taste like?” And, “Is it healthy 
for me?”  Lancaster County has an abundance 
of food resources available to low-income 
residents, but much of the time they don’t 
know what to do with those resources. That’s 
where Penn State Nutrition Links comes in. 
Penn State Nutrition Links provides free Nu-
trition Education classes to low-income res-
idents here in Lancaster County, as well as 
across the state. In Lancaster County, Penn 
State Nutrition Links is currently providing 
nutrition education though The PA Tracks 
Program and The Expanded Food and Nutri-
tion Education Program (EFNEP) to several 
local audiences. Donna Sullivan is the Nutri-
tion Education Advisor leading this program 
in Lancaster County.

The PA Tracks Program is currently conduct-
ing classes at seven Lancaster County Senior 
Centers. Some topics taught to the seniors 
include ways to add more fruits and vegeta-
bles to their diet, how to choose the proper 
portion size, and how to make smart choices 
when eating out. The seniors also get the 
opportunity to make and taste a healthy rec-
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tion of Conservation Compliance form 
AD-1026 with the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) on any new land being 
brought into production. This form has 
questions that ask if you have recently 
cleared land, dredged, leveled or filled 
land, tile drained new areas or repaired 
an existing tile system.

In order to determine compliance with 
the swampbuster provisions, the USDA’s 
NRCS will determine if a producer’s 
land has wetlands that are subject to 
the provisions. The agency maintains a 
list of the plants and combinations of 
soils and plants found in wetlands and 
uses these technical tools, along with 
the hydrology of the area, to conduct 
determinations. These determinations 
remain in effect as long as the land is 
used for agricultural purposes or until 
the producer requests a review. This de-
termination is only for eligibility with 
USDA programs and not for compliance 
with Clean Water Act.  Permits may 
need to be obtained through the United 
States Army Corp of Engineers. 

Over a period of 200 years, the lower 
48 states lost an estimated 53 percent 
of their original wetlands. An estimated 
87 percent of the wetland losses from 
the mid-1950’s to the mid-1970’s were 
due to agricultural conversion. Wetland 
conservation provisions have sharply 
reduced wetland conversions for agri-
cultural uses, from 235,000 acres per 
year before 1985 to 27,000 acres per 
year from 1992 through 1997. Swamp-
buster helps preserve the environmen-
tal functions of wetlands, such as flood 
control, sediment control, groundwater 
recharge, water quality, wildlife habitat, 
recreation, and aesthetics.

For information on technical assistance 
and planning, visit the NRCS Lancaster 
Field Office in Room 200 of the Farm 
& Home Center or call (717) 299-5361, 
extension 3. 
                 - Robert Weaver
                   NRCS Soil Conservationist

TENANT NEWS
USDA’S NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

Wetland Conservation Provisions (Swampbuster)

two grand prizes of $2,500 each will 
be awarded to the organization with 
the largest number of unique donors 
throughout Extraordinary Give Day.  
One grand prize will go to the orga-
nization with an operating budget 
under $1,000,000 and the other to the 
organization with the highest number 
of donors that has an operating budget 
of more than $1,000,000.  

Our board’s goal for 2015 is to have at 
least 51 donors, one for every year the 
Farm and Home Foundation has been 
serving Lancaster County’s agricultural 

Continued from page 1

community.  Please consider helping us 
to Grow Our Future by making an online 
charitable donation during the Extraordi-
nary Give Day this November 20.  You may 
access the ExtraGive.org website from any 
computer, smart phone, or other device 
(#ExtraGive) or you may go to a giving 
kiosk that day at Central Market and other 
convenient locations.  If you need as-
sistance with submitting your donation 
information, our office will be happy to 
help you by calling 392-4911.  

Please remember, when you GIVE EXTRA, 
Extraordinary Things Happen!

USDA’s FARM SERVICE AGENCY

Harvest Happenings
2015 has been a busy year for the staff in 
the Lancaster/Lebanon USDA Farm Service 
Agency office.  The 2014 Farm Bill brought 
forth a host of new programs for the produc-
ers of Lancaster and Lebanon Counties, and 
program sign up consumed a large part of 
our time this year.

The ARC/PLC enrollment process was com-
pleted on September 30, 2015.  This new 
commodity program took the place of the 
previous DCP program and required an edu-
cation effort on our part to inform the pro-
ducers of the program details.  Early in the 
year producers had the opportunity to real-
locate their base acres and update their yield, 
if they desired.  This information is used in 
the calculation when a program payment is 
triggered.  Additionally, producers needed to 
decide which program they wanted to be en-
rolled in, either ARC or PLC.  All enrollment 
contracts had to be signed and approved by 
the end of September.

MPP-Dairy, the new dairy program in the 
2014 Farm Bill, is in its second year and re-
quires an annual sign up.  This risk based 
program allows dairymen options to buy up 
coverage to insure their milk margin.  Pro-
ducers who had coverage at the $8.00 mar-
gin level for this year received some indem-
nity payments.  The 2016 sign up deadline 
has been extended until November 20, 2015.

Staff Changes
Due to the FSA hiring freeze being lifted, our 
Lancaster/Lebanon office had some person-
nel changes:   
1. Matt Henderson, a Farm Loan Officer, ac-

cepted a promotion within the agency 
and now is in the USDA FSA office in 
Washington, DC.

2. Stephanie Hartz was hired as a new Pro-
gram Technician (PT) and will be work-
ing in the conservation area.  

3. Lauren Smith has moved from PT to a 
Farm Loan Officer Trainee (FLOT) posi-
tion and will be in training for one year. 

4. We will soon announce another new PT 
to fill Lauren’s vacated position. 

                     - Douglas Kilgore
                    Acting Administrator
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opportunity to cook for the very first time! 
Some recent recipes included Easy Lasa-
gna, Strawberry Spinach Salad and Chick-
en Quesadillas. Each quarter Penn State 
Nutrition Links teaches about 25 classes, 
averaging 500 total student contacts. 

The EFNEP Program reaches out to other 
low-income audiences throughout the 
county with a free five week nutrition edu-
cation program.  Recently, we provided pro-
gramming at Vantage House, a rehabilita-
tion facility for women and their children 
in Lancaster City. The last five-week pro-
gram had 15 women graduates.  We also 
provide programming at the Head Start 
Adult G.E.D. program in Lancaster City. 

This year we had seven parents who are 
working on their G.E.D. graduate from our 
program, and we are currently conducting 
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complex and Manor Church, resulting in 
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Life Skills group, to hold an evening class 
for low-income working mothers. The do-
nation allowed us to provide free child 
care, which included dinner for the chil-
dren so the women could attend the class.  
We also provided a weekly “take home” 
bag of groceries with ingredients to make 
that week’s recipe, kitchen utensils to 
make the recipe, and an electric skillet as 
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HARVESTER: $25,000-$49999

REAPERS: $10,000 - $24,999                                      
 
CULTIVATORS: $5,000 - $9,999
 
PLANTERS: $1,000 - $4,999
Altria Client Services, Inc.
Daniel Baum Company
Rohrer Dairy Farms LLC
Emma Plastow Smith

TILLERS: $500 - $999
Fred and Evelyn Crider
Good’s Livestock, Inc.
Kurtis and Lori Groff
J Larry and Janet Hess
Miller & Siegrist Auctioneers LLC
Oregon Dairy
Glenn and Joyce Rohrer
Ruhl Insurance
Roger and Leslie Slusher
Susquehanna Bank, Inc. 

GLEANERS: $100 - $499.99
James and Linda Armstrong
N Alan and Sally Bair
P. Eugene Bollinger
Timothy and Cher Breneisen
Brubaker Farms
J. Clayton and Dorothy Charles
Covenant CPA, LLC
Nevin and Doneen Dourte
Dennis and Ellen Eby
Diana Erb
John and Phyllis Eshleman
Daniel Fox
Elias and Mary Groff
R Charles and Carol Groff
James and Virginia Hess
H Thomas Kirk
Lancaster County Community Foundation
John and Juli Moose
Lamar and Sally Moyer
Leon and LouAnn Ressler
Jordan Risser
Dudley and Beth Rohrer
Harold and Helen Rohrer
Nelson and Rose Rohrer
R Kenneth and Sarah Shearer
Nancy Wiker
Paul and Karen Wolgemuth

OCTOBER 1, 2014 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2015

GIFTS & DONATIONS RECEIVED

LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Exelon Funding for 
Habitat Improvement

Many farmers are aware of the on-
going efforts to clean up the Chesa-
peake Bay through Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMPs), which aim 
at reducing nitrogen, phosphorous, 
and sediment levels in local streams 
that flow to the bay.  They may not, 
however, have the financial resources 
to make necessary changes on their 
farms.  The Lancaster County Conser-
vation District is able to offer assis-
tance for Habitat Improvement Proj-
ects through private funding from 
Exelon.  

Habitat Improvement Projects that 
qualify for Exelon funding include: 
• Forested stream buffers
• Wetlands creation
• Barnyard BMPs
• Pasture BMPs
• Field BMPs
• Stream restoration and 
 maintenance
• Riparian buffer maintenance
• In-stream habitat improvement 
 and maintenance.  

All farm and non-farm properties 
are eligible for Exelon funding; pri-
ority will be given to projects with 
a direct connection to a stream and 
those that include wetlands creation 
or forested stream buffers at least 50 
feet in width.  

Anyone applying for funding will 
work with the District to develop a 
project design to include with the 
application.  If approved, projects 
may be funded up to $75,000 per 
project.

Please contact your Conservation 
District Ag Conservation Technician 
to explore your opportunity for Ex-
elon funding.  The 2015 deadline for 
applications is December 11.  
             - Julie Kratz
              Ag Conservation Technician

Highly Pathogenic 
Avian Influenza 
Precautions in Backyard 
and Commercial Flocks

Egg prices have risen in the past 6 months.  
You heard the news reports about Avian Flu 
“out west somewhere.”  You may not realize the 
threat to Pennsylvania’s, specifically Lancaster 
County’s, poultry population is real; very real, 
and it is more than just a farmer issue.  

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) is a vi-
rus that affects poultry, not humans.  Avian influ-
enza viruses occur naturally in birds.  Wild bird 
species (such as ducks, swans and geese) can 
carry the viruses but usually do not get sick from 
them.  HPAI in birds is extremely contagious and 
can make domesticated birds (chickens, ducks, 
quail, pheasants, guinea fowl and turkeys) very 
sick or die.  

HPAI devastated the poultry industry in many 
states in western and mid-western United States 
in spring, 2015.  The virus tends to die out in 
summer months.  However, many experts expect 
that as migratory birds from multiple continents 
are currently mixing in Canada, they are sharing 
the virus.  As the weather cools and migratory 
birds fly south for the winter, it is expected that 
they will spread the virus among backyard, com-
mercial pastured, and other commercial poultry 
flocks.  It is believed that HPAI spreads partly by:
• migratory birds
• local birds and rodents
• air borne dust for up to 1 mile
• vehicles or people using poor 
 biosecurity methods
• farmers sharing equipment and egg crates. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
(PDA), USDA Animal Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) Veterinary Services, PA Emer-
gency Management Agency (PEMA), Penn State 
Extension, poultry industry representatives, 
local emergency management agencies and 
many other entities are actively preparing for 
response and recovery if HPAI enters Pennsyl-
vania.  It is expected that PDA and APHIS will 
enforce restricted zones around each affected 
farm, limiting access to the farm and surround-
ing farms.  The best way to prevent the spread of 
the disease is to immediately depopulate flocks 
that have HPAI and flocks that are in an identi-
fied “risk zone.”   

The best way to prevent the spread of the dis-
ease is to be hyper-vigilant about following bio-
security practices.  According to the USDA APHIS 
HPAI Biosecurity Checklist, “…all segments of the 
industry will need to follow comprehensive and 
stringent biosecurity practices on an on-going 
basis.”  Comprehensive details are found at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/
animal_diseases/ai/HPAIchecklist.pdf.  

There is a currently active Clean and Disinfect 
Quarantine Order issued by the PA Department 
of Agriculture covering in-state and out-of-state 
vehicles that are used in any part of the poultry 
industry.  More thorough details can be found 
at the PA Bulletin, August 22, 2015, http://www.
pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol45/45-34/1544.
html .

A site-specific “Flock Plan” needs to be developed 
for every flock, no matter how small.   A flock 
plan created ahead of time will help a farmer 
decide how to minimize business/service inter-
ruption, limit the spread of the virus, address 
depopulation, disposal, cleaning and disinfecting 
the premises.  A generic flock plan template is 
available from PDA, or can be found at http://
www.agriculture.pa.gov/Protect/AHDServices/
avian_influenza/Documents/HPAIGenericFlock-
PlanverC5-1-15.pdf.   

Being prepared for how to handle the disposal 
of backyard or commercial flocks who have been 
depopulated is CRITICAL.  Do not wait for the 
disease to arrive.  Make arrangements for ma-
terials and equipment NOW.  A farmer will also 
need a written Erosion & Sedimentation (E&S) 
plan when burial of diseased birds is planned.  
An E&S Plan template is available on the Lan-
caster Conservation District website at http://
lancasterconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/
Poultry_Burial_ES_Plan.pdf .
 
If you suspect a backyard flock or commercial 
flock is infected, immediately contact the State 
Veterinarian at 717-772-2852.   Detailed steps 
of who to call and how to handle flocks for nec-
essary testing can be found at http://extension.
psu.edu/animals/poultry/small-poultry-flocks/
getting-help.   

For additional information, please contact Shelly 
Dehoff at 717-880-0848 or shellydehoff@lan-
casterconservation.org.   
         - Shelly Dehoff
           Ag/Public Liaison

FRIENDS: $1 - $99
Marie Dull
James and Cindy Fairchild
Jacques Geisenberger
Jeffrey and Laura Graybill
Richard and Lory Hess
James and Jean Hogue
Brendon and Yvonne Landis
K Dieter and Else Linde
John Martin
Douglas and Katina Musser
Jere Rutt
Edward and C Annette Schopf
William and Catherine Shirk
Susan Stoltzfus
Donald and Emily Welk
Martha Zepp

Seven members of the Board of Direc-
tors will be elected to a three-year term, 
and financial reports for the 2014-15 
fiscal year will be presented. Scholar-
ship recipients will be recognized, 
operational reports made, and any other 
pertinent business will be conducted.  
Complimentary refreshments will be 
served, so mark your calendar and plan 
to join us on January 19.

The 52nd Annual Meeting of the Farm 
and Home Foundation of Lancaster 
County will take place at 7:00 P.M. 
on Tuesday, January 19, 2016, at the 
Farm and Home Center.  All members 
and interested friends are invited and 
encouraged to attend.  Reservations are 
not required, and there is no charge to 
attend, although you may wish to pay 
your $2 membership dues that evening.  

40 sows. Last year they sold prize-winning 
show pigs into 12 different states.

Trent Loos has embodied the rural lifestyle 
and has fought to defend it. Named “Voice 
of Rural America” by the West Quest or-
ganization for his advocacy of agriculture 
and speaking for those in the agricultural 
community who may not be normally 
heard. As we see an urban transformation 
across the country, we need to advocate for 
the preservation of our agrarian heritage 
and defend sustainability of our agricul-
tural industry here in Lancaster County and 
across the country. 

Join us on March 8th, 2016, for an evening 
of fellowship and Loos Tales from Trent 
Loos. Table sponsorships are available, and 
individual tickets may be purchased for 
$50. For ticket information or questions 
pertaining to the event please contact the 
Farm & Home Center at (717) 392-4911. 

Continued from page 1

Trent Loos at Banquet

SAVE THE DATE

Foundation’s Annual Meeting: 
January 19
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Farm and Home Foundation of 
Lancaster County strives to sustain and 
preserve our agrarian heritage by sup-
porting, strengthening and promoting 
the advancement of agriculture and fam-
ily living in local communities through 
education, leadership development and 
conservation.

BOARD MEMBERS
Nevin H. Dourte, President
John E. Coleman, Jr., Vice-President
E. Scott Augsburger, Secretary
Alan W. Strock, Treasurer
Daniel L. Fox
Kurtis L. Groff
J. Larry Hess
Lloyd Hess
Richard D. Hess
Audrey R. Landis
James L. Musser
Bernard R. Nissley
Bonita J. Ranck
Jordan M. Risser
Glenn W. Rohrer
Helen E. Rohrer
P. Kenneth Rohrer
Lynn Royer
Doreen Shearer
Llew Williams

ADVISORY
Leon J. Ressler
Linda J. Armstrong, Manager

Farm and Home Foundation
of Lancaster County

1383 Arcadia Road
Lancaster, PA 17601-3149
Phone/Fax: 717.392.4911

Email: info@farmandhomecenter.com
www.farmandhomecenter.com

MANAGER’S DESK

When corn crops are gleaned from 
nearby fields, bright orange pumpkins 
and golden mums appear on local 
porches, and morning breezes are brisk, 
the signs of autumn prompt us to be 
thankful for the abundance we recently 
gathered from our gardens and fields.  
Lancaster County continues to be, as 
it has for generations, a primary food 
producer in Pennsylvania.  Did you know 
that Lancaster County’s farmers utilize 
68% of this county’s land to produce 
enough milk for 10.6 million people, 
enough eggs to feed 9 million, enough 
chicken for 3.6 million, and enough 
pork to feed 2.2 million? Those are 
impressive numbers to contemplate!

To keep such a vital industry advancing 
and prosperous, innovative and efficient 
techniques must be incorporated, 
conservation of resources must be 
practiced, and funding sources must 
be made available.  Before the Farm 
and Home Center was constructed in 
Lancaster, there was no central location 
where producers could go to access 
such information and get assistance 
with the challenges they faced.  

Our founders recognized this need, 
met by the Farm and Home Center’s 
construction and subsequent 
maintenance over the past five 
decades.  As it enters the sixth decade 
of existence, the Farm and Home 
Center continues to meet the needs of 
Lancaster County agriculture, backed 

by the continued vision and direction 
of the Farm and Home Foundation’s 
Board of Directors.  But the assistance 
and support of our community is 
equally vital, since it is a charitable 
non-profit foundation that relies on 
contributions from individuals, as well 
as businesses. 

 On November 20, the Foundation will 
participate again in the county- wide 
online giving day, Extraordinary Give.  
Each participating group receives a 
percentage of the $250,000 challenge 
gift, based on the percentage of its 
gifts to the total donation amount.  As 
the number of participants grows each 
year, the corresponding percentage 
of gifts is reduced.  So we ask you to 
please consider making a donation 
to the Farm and Home Foundation 
on November 20 at ExtraGive.org.  All 
donations received will be utilized 
to help reduce the remaining $1.4 
million debt from our 2006 expansion/
renovation project.

Thank you in advance for your 
generosity.  We are grateful for all 
contributions, large or small.  Please 
remember: we ALL BENEFIT when 
agriculture succeeds, by the fresh, 
affordable food made available to us, 
as well as by the profitability of our 
local economy.  

           Linda Armstrong 

LICHTY TAX ACCOUNTING

A buy/sell agreement is a contract that re-
stricts the ability of corporate sharehold-
ers, partners or limited liability company 
(LLC) members to freely transfer their own-
ership interests.  A buy/sell agreeement 
not only places restrictions on the trans-
ferability of interests, but often also places 
requirements on the owners to transfer 
their interests upon death, disability, etc.  
It provides that an owner’s interest in the 
business will be sold, or at least offered 
for sale, at a specified price to the other 
owners and/or to the entity upon the oc-
currence of specified events.  This prevents 
unwanted individuals from joining the 
owner group and ensures a ready market 
for closely held interests.  

Liability of Ownership Interests is Desired
• Owners want to ensure a ready market 

for their ownership interests (in the 
event of death, disability, retirement, 
etc.).

• Can be particularly important for heirs 
or retiring owners with noncontrolling 
interests.

Owners Want to Eliminate 
Uncertainty about Ownership Transfers
• A buy/sell agreement between a par-

ent and child, with an option on the 
part of the remaining owners to buy 
the interest if the child does not, re-
moves the uncertainty that exists if a 
will or other document is being relied 
upon to effectuate the transfer.  

• Wills can be changed at the last min-
ute or challenged by heirs or potential 
heirs. A binding buy/sell agreeement 
can nail down the rights and obliga-
tions of the various parties.  

Future Ownership Conflicts 
Can be Foreseen
• If it is anticipated that the remaining 

owner(s) would have difficulties co-
existing with the family of a deceased 
or withdrawing co-owner who would 
inherit an interest. 

• A former spouse could obtain an 
ownership interest in a divorce set-
tlement.

• A buy/sell agreement can ensure that 
the remaining owners control the in-
terest.  

Ownership by Outsiders is Undesirable
• This factor can arise in any business 

when the owners are a tightly knit 
group.

• In the event of an owner’s insolvency, 
a creditor may become a member of 
the ownership group.

• A buy/sell agreement ensures that 
ownership interests cannot fall out-
side the existing group without the 
group’s approval.  

Owners’ Heirs Not Interested
• The heirs feel the business is too 

risky or they simply have no desire to 
participate.

Valuation for Estate
• Owners are interested in establishing 

their ownership interests’ value for 
federal and state estate tax purposes.  

• A buy/sell agreement can be used if 
certain requirements are met.

Ownership by Nonparticipant 
Undesirable
• Ownership by a spouse or other ben-

eficiary of the key person is not ac-
ceptable. 

Owners Want to Assure Affordability and 
Certainty of Ownership Transfers
• Owners want to set out terms that 

assure affordability for purchases of 
ownership interests. For example, a 
redemption agreement that is not 
funded by insurance can use an in-
stallment payout to preserve cash 
flow. 

• Owners want to tie the receipt of life 
insurance proceeds to the obligation 
to pay those proceeds to the heirs of 
the decedent when life insurance is to 
be used to fund a buyout.

• Owners want to obligate the surviv-
ing owners to use the insurance pro-
ceeds for the buyout when there is a 
cross-purchase agreement involving 
several owners. 

How Are They Funded?
A buy/sell agreement is of little benefit 
without a funding mechanism to pro-
vide the cash needed to fund the pur-
chase upon the occurrence of a triggering 
event.  Life insurance is the most common 
method of funding buy/sell agreements 
because it assures that a large lump sum 
will be available upon the death of the 
insured, with modest annual premiums. 
Some prospective purchasers may choose 
to accumulate earnings over time to fund 
a buyout obligation (a sinking fund). Dis-
ability buyout insurance is commonly 
used to fund the purchase of a disabled 
owner’s business interest. An installment 
sale can enable funding in the absence of 
adequate cash reserves or insurance.  

More details may be obtained on this or 
other tax topics by going to www.lichty.us 
or calling 717 735-2027.

       Receipts 10/01/14 - 09/30/15                  Disbursals 10/01/14 - 09/30/15
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Give Extra on 
November 20!
On Friday, November 20, The Farm and 
Home Foundation will join over 367 non-
profit organizations in Lancaster County 
to participate in its fourth annual Extraor-
dinary Give Day.  Sponsored by Lancaster 
County Community Foundation, Rodgers 
& Associates and others, this exciting 
24-hour day of giving offers opportunity 
for donations to the Farm and Home 
Foundation to be stretched by a percent-
age of the $250,000 incentive gift, as well 
as $50,000 in additional prizes to partici-
pants who obtain online donor contribu-
tions that day. 

During seven time slots throughout the 
day, five “Golden Tickets” will be randomly 
selected by computer to participants who 
give via the ExtraGive.org website to 
receive an additional $1,000 grant added 
to their gift of $25 or more.  Five Golden 
Tickets will be awarded during each of 
the following times:
 12-3 AM  Midnight Madness
 5-8 AM  Willow Valley Rush Hour
 9 - 11 AM  Members 1st Coffee Break
 12-2 PM  High Companies Lunch Hour
 4-6 PM  Clipper Magazine & Spencer 
  Advertising Happy Hour
 7-9 PM  Benchmark Construction 
  Company Primetime Prize
 10-12 AM Lancaster County Solid Waste 
  Management Finale

The first 10 organizations who obtain 
50 unique gifts of at least $25 will each 
receive an additional $1,000, with only 1 
gift per donor per organization counted 
towards this incentive prize.  Finally, 

Trent Loos to Speak at March Banquet 

and “Colorado Trails and Tails,” available 
at his website www.LoosTales.com.

Raised on a diversified farm in Quincy, 
Illinois, Trent got his start in swine 
production at the age of five by rais-
ing a runt pig.  Later he and his father 
expanded their operation to a purebred 
seedstock company that supplied boars 
and gilts to producers nationwide.  

Through the following years he earned 
an American Farmer Degree in FFA and 
earned awards at the state and na-
tional level for swine shows.  In 1990, 
he expanded his operation to include 
purebred Limousin and Angus cattle. 
Quarter horses were added to the mix 
in the late ‘90’s, meat goats came to the 
ranch in 2008, and now the family is 
returning to its pig-rearing roots with 

Yes, I want to help Grow Our Future in 2015-16  
I want to assist the Farm and Home Foundation in fulfilling its mission to 
make agriculture successful in Lancaster County now and into the future.

o   My annual membership dues of $2 per member are included ($2 x # _____ persons = total $________).

o I will        o I will not be able to attend the 52nd annual business meeting on January 19, 2016.

o Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of:  o$500        o$100       o$50        o$25        o Other $ ____________

Please make all checks payable to the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County.   

Name________________________________________________________________________________________    Phone (__________)_______________________________

Street  Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________   State _______  Zip Code _______________ Email:_________________________________________________________

The official registration and financial information of the Farm and Home Foundation of Lancaster County may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department 
of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.

Tuesday, March 8, 2016, the Farm and 
Home Center will host the Founda-
tion’s Biannual Fundraising Banquet 
in the Max Smith Auditorium.  A social 
hour will be followed by a delicious 
dinner.  Highlighting the evening will 
be special speaker, Trent Loos, a sixth 
generation farmer from South Dakota.  
Trent’s mission is to connect rural and 
urban America by sharing the positive 
story of production agriculture per-
sonally, as well as through media.  He 
began with a radio program, “Loos 
Tales,” on January 8, 2001, on KMZU in 
Missouri, which has grown to now air 
daily to 3 million listeners on nearly 
100 stations in 19 states.  In addition 
to “Loos Tales,” Trent presently hosts 
and produces additional one-hour 
radio programs, “Rural Route,” “Illinois 
Truth Be Told,“ “Dakota Trails and Tails,” 
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