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ADDRESS CHANGE?
If you have moved, changed your name, 
or prefer to be removed from our 
mailing list, please contact us by mail, 
email (info@farmandhomecenter.com), 
or phone (392-4911). Thank you!
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Four graduating seniors were recently 
awarded $1,000 scholarships to attend 
college next fall to study some aspect 
of agriculture. Applicants were rated 
by the Farm and Home Foundation’s 
Scholarship Committee on the basis of 
academic achievement, fi nancial need, 
community service, and demonstrated 
leadership skills.  They will be eligible 
to receive up to $4,000 by maintain-
ing a minimum 3.0 grade average and 
continuing full time studies in a qualify-
ing major in agriculture, family living, or 
consumer science.

Brooke Balmer, daughter of Kevin and 
Tammy Balmer of Elizabethtown, is a 

continued on page 3

senior at Manheim Central High School.  
Brooke plans to become a veterinary 
technician by furthering her education 
at York Technical Institute.  She demon-
strated leadership in her FFA chapter 
by serving as chaplain, treasurer, and 
president.  She also participated in her 
church’s youth group, serving on its 
cabinet, as well as assisting in building 
a house for a homeless family.  Brooke 
works on her family’s dairy farm on 
Elizabethtown Road.

Katelyn Campion attends Penn Manor 
High School and is the daughter of 
Michael Campion and Anne Zimmer-
man, of Lancaster.  She will attend 

Penn State University to major in 
agricultural and extension educa-
tion.  Katelyn participated in FFA in its 
Swine Production SAE show and sale, 
served as a student advisor, received PA 
Keystone and Dekalb Awards, as well as 
the Outstanding FFA Volunteer award. 
She served as a volunteer for Schreiber 
Pediatric Swim Buddies and volun-
teered at West Lampeter Fair.  She was 
a Lancaster County representative in the 
2014 Distinguished Young Women in 
PA competition and played on the Penn 
Manor lacrosse team.  Certifi ed by Red 
Cross in lifesaving and CPR, she works 
as a lifeguard and swimming instructor 
at Millersville Lion’s Club Pool.

(L to R) Benjamin Welk, Katelyn Campion, Brooke Balmer, Karoline Kent

NEW TENANT

This month a new tenant, Ducks Unlimited, 
Inc., joined the Farm and Home Center.  Its 
offi ce is occupied by James Feaga, whose 
responsibilities include territory in Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey, and the Long Island 
Sound. 

A native of Pennsylvania, Jim received a 
B. S. degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Sci-
ences in 2011 from Pennsylvania State 
University. While at Penn State, he per-
formed undergraduate research as a Ron-
ald E. McNair Scholar, addressing avian use 
of restored wetlands within the Ridge and 
Valley region in Pennsylvania and evaluat-
ing wetland plant community composition 
to assess successional changes since its 
1998 restoration. In 2013, Jim received a 
M.S. degree in Wildlife Fisheries and Aqua-
culture from Mississippi State University. 
While at Mississippi State, Jim assessed 
wintering waterfowl use and food re-
sources of production and non-production 
aquaculture sites in the Mississippi Al-

luvial Valley as part of the Migratory Bird 
Habitat Initiative to provide wetland habi-
tats inland from the Gulf oil spill in 2010. 
Jim then became a scientist for an envi-
ronmental engineering and consulting 
company in western Pennsylvania, where 
he was tasked with various wetland delin-
eation, mitigation, and permitting projects. 
Currently, Mr. Feaga is responsible for the 
development, delivery and administration 
of private and public wetland acquisition, 
restoration, and enhancement projects in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Long Island 
Sound for Ducks Unlimited. This includes 
prospecting of potential projects, col-
laboration with landowners and partners, 
project design and management, and 
coordination of agreements, permits, and 
management plans. Additionally, Mr. Feaga 
works closely with individuals and public/
private entities to secure funding for fu-
ture protection, restoration, and enhance-
ment of wetlands and associated habitats. 
Mr. Feaga also works with volunteers and 

fund-raising staff, disseminating informa-
tion on DU programs to private individu-
als and partners. His expertise includes 
waterfowl and wetland ecology; monitor-
ing and sampling wetland habitat; pas-
serine, waterbird, and waterfowl surveys; 
delivery of management strategies for 
wetlands restoration and management; 
and passerine and waterfowl banding.

Ducks Unlimited (DU), world renowned for 
its wetland and waterfowl conservation, 
began during the Dust Bowl in 1937 when 
North America’s drought-plagued wa-
terfowl populations plunged to danger-
ously low numbers.  A group of concerned 
sportsmen joined forces and formed 
Ducks Unlimited in an effort to remedy 
the situation.  DU is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t 
organization, the world’s largest and most 
effective private waterfowl and wetlands 
group.   Its mission “conserves, restores 
and manages wetlands and associated 
habitats for North America’s waterfowl.  
This also benefi ts other wildlife and 
people.”  Ducks Unlimited has thus far 
conserved over 13 million acres of water-
fowl habitat across North America.

Ducks Unlimited Opens Office

continued on page 2
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Farm and Home Foundation of 
Lancaster County strives to sustain and 
preserve our agrarian heritage by sup-
porting, strengthening and promoting 
the advancement of agriculture and fam-
ily living in local communities through 
education, leadership development and 
conservation.
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MANAGER’S DESK

I am certain you are as eager as I am 
to welcome the long awaited sights, 
sounds, and aromas of spring.  The 
bleak, frigid, and snowy winter months 
seemed to be unending this year; we 
are fi nally enjoying the chirping birds, 
humming lawn mowers, waving yellow 
daffodils, and fragrant lilacs brought 
on by the spring rains and moderating 
temperatures.  Fields are being fertilized 
and groomed by farmers for planting 
fi eld corn, soybeans, and cash crops, 
followed by the fi rst hay cuttings.  Signs 
of the onset of the 2015 growing season 
fi nally surround us!

Changes are likewise occurring within 
the Farm and Home Center this spring.  
Several long-time employees in the 
building recently retired: Carol Harnish
in the Lancaster County Conservation 
District and Warren Wolf, Penn 
State Extension’s Master Gardener 
Coordinator.  Joining them at the end of 
June will be Nancy Wiker, Extension’s 
Family and Consumer Science Educator. 

The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, a three-and-a-
half year tenant on the second fl oor, 
is vacating its 1,058 square foot 
offi ce suite in May.  We wish Michele 
McDonald well as she begins working 
from her home offi ce.  A new tenant, 
Ducks Unlimited, Inc., moved into a 
small offi ce manned by Jim Feaga on 
our lower level in early May.  Also, 
Hope City Church, a congregation in 
search of a permanent home, is leasing 

the remainder of our lower level on a 
short-term basis.  If you or someone 
you know is looking for offi ce space in a 
great building with lots of extra benefi ts, 
please give us a call, and we will gladly 
schedule a building tour or give you 
more details.

The Farm and Home Center continues 
to be a fl urry of activity, with the regular 
events of long-time renters listed on 
our website’s calendar, as well as some 
recent additions: North Museum’s 
Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show in April, 
Bird Expo in May, and a smaller Sports 
Memorabilia Show several times 
throughout the year.  
Did you know that an average of over 
100 meetings and events involving 5,000 
attendees are scheduled at the Farm and 
Home Center every month? 

As we continue a 50-year tradition of 
serving Lancaster County, I encourage 
you to participate in the varied activities 
offered at the Farm and Home Center, 
to make use of the services provided by 
our tenants, and to partner with us by 
making a tax deductible contribution to 
help support the mission of the Farm 
and Home Foundation of Lancaster 
County. 

Until next fall, enjoy all the homegrown 
fruits, vegetables, and fl owers so 
abundantly available to us right at our 
doorsteps!

           Linda Armstrong 

LICHTY TAX ACCOUNTING

The IRS has seen a surge of phone scams 
in recent months as scam artists threaten 
victims with police arrest, deportation, 
license revocation and other things.  The 
IRS reminds taxpayers to guard against all 
sorts of con games that arise during any 
fi ling season and continue throughout the 
year.  

“The fi rst IRS contact with taxpayers is 
usually through the mail.  Taxpayers have 
rights, and this is not how we do business,” 
said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen.

The Dirty Dozen is compiled annually by 
the IRS and lists a variety of common scams 
taxpayers may encounter any time during 
the year.  Many of these con games peak 
during fi ling season as people prepare 
their tax returns or hire someone to do so.  
These scams also occur after the April 15 
fi ling date.  This year the IRS published a 
list of the different scams.

Phone scams top the list this year 
because they have been a persistent and 
pervasive problem for many taxpayers 
for months.  Scammers are able to alter 
caller ID numbers to make it look like the 
IRS is calling.  They use fake names and 
bogus IRS badge numbers.  They often 
leave “urgent” callback requests.  They 
prey on the most vulnerable people, such 
as the elderly, newly arrived immigrants, 
and those whose fi rst language is not 
English.  Scammers have been known to 
impersonate agents from IRS Criminal 
Investigation, as well.  

“These criminals try to scare and shock 
you into providing personal fi nancial 
information on the spot while you are off 
guard,” Koskinen said.  “Don’t be taken in, 
and don’t engage these people over the 
phone.”

The Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration (TIGTA) has received 
reports of roughly 290,000 contacts since 
October, 2013, and is aware of nearly 
3,000 victims who have collectively paid 
over $14 million as a result of the scam, 
in which individuals make unsolicited 
calls to taxpayers fraudulently claiming 
to be IRS offi cials and demanding that 
they send cash via prepaid debit cards.  

As telephone scams continue across the 
country, the IRS recently put out a new 
YouTube video with a renewed warning to 
taxpayers not to be fooled by imposters 
posing as tax agency representatives.  
The new Tax Scams video describes some 
basic tips to help protect taxpayers.  

These callers may demand money or 
may say you have a refund due and try to 
trick you into sharing private information.  
These con artists can sound convincing 
when they call and may know a lot about 
you.  

The IRS reminds people how they can 
know pretty easily when a supposed 
IRS caller is a fake.  Here are fi ve things 
the scammers often do but the IRS will 
not do.  Any one of these fi ve things is a 
telltale sign of a scam.  

The IRS will never:
1.  Call to demand immediate payment, 

nor will the agency call you about 
taxes owed without fi rst mailing you 
a bill.  

2. Demand that you pay taxes without 
giving you the opportunity to 
question or appeal the amount they 
say you owe.

3. Require you to use a specifi c payment 
method for your taxes, such as a 
prepaid debit card.

4. Ask for credit or debit card numbers 
over the phone.

5. Threaten to bring in local police 
or other law-enforcement groups 
to have you arrested for not paying 
taxes.  

If you get a phone call from someone 
claiming to be from the IRS and asking for 
money, here’s what you should do:
1.  If you know or think you might owe 

taxes, call the IRS at 1-800-829-1040.  
The IRS workers can help you with a 
payment issue.  If you are working 
with a tax preparer for your tax fi ling, 
contact them immediately.  Do not 
provide any inormation or return the 
call to a possible scammer.  

2. If you have been targeted by this 
type of scam, contact the Federal 
Trade Commission and use their 
FTC Complaint Assistant at FTC.gov.  
Please add &quotIRS Telephone 
Scam&quot to the comments of your 
complaint.  

Remember, too, the IRS does not use email, 
text messages or any social media to 
discuss your personal tax issues involving 
bills or refunds.  For more information on 
reporting tax scams, go to www.irs.gov 
and type “scam” in the search box.  

Additional information about tax scams 
is available on IRS social media sites, 
including YouTube, http://www.youtube.
com/irsvideos.

TENANT NEWS

IRS Phone Scams Remain Serious Threat 

“If someone calls 
unexpectedly claiming 
to be from the IRS, with 
aggressive threats if you 
don’t pay immediately, 
it’s a scam artist calling.”          
    - IRS Commissioner John Koskinen

search of a permanent home, is leasing            Linda Armstrong 

Boasting a broad-based and active 
membership, in 2014 there were over 
500,000 adult and nearly 50,000 
youth members registered.  Volunteers 
annually organize more than 4,000 

Continued from page 8

Ducks Unlimited
fundraising events to benefi t the 
organization.  If you want to fi nd more 
information on its endeavors or on 
becoming a member, go to www.ducks.org.  
Welcome, Jim, and DU!
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USDA’s NATURAL RESOURCES CON-
SERVATION SERVICE

Got Woodland?

More than half of the state of 
Pennsylvania is considered forestland 
(16.7 million acres of 28.6 million total 
acres), so the chance is good that you 
do.  Even in Lancaster County there are 
about 103,000 acres of forestland, 17% 
of the county’s 604,000 total acres.  Many 
of the forestland acres in southeastern 
Pennsylvania are preserved in smaller 
tracts of land, as compared to those 
in northern Pennsylvania.  Because of 
these smaller tracts and the fact that 
the county has more urban and suburban 
areas, farmland, and highways, invasive 
and other undesirable vegetation tend to 
spread more rapidly in our forested areas 
than in the larger woodlands of the north.  
Many of our woodlands are plagued 
with unwanted species like multifl ora 
rose, oriental bittersweet and Japanese 
stilt grass, which can out-compete our 
native, more valuable species like oak 
and poplar.   For the last several years the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), in partnership with the Bureau 
of Forestry, a division of the Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources 
(DCNR), has been assisting Pennsylvania’s 
forestland owners in managing their 
woodlots for wildlife and forest products.  
Whether you have 5 acres or 500, there 
are some best management practices you 
can implement to benefi t your woodlot 
for wildlife and most likely, your wallet.
 

Where to start:
1. Get a plan.  Contact your regional 

DCNR service forester or your local 
NRCS fi eld offi ce about getting a 
forest management plan for your 
property.  Working closely with a 

private forestry consultant, a plan 
will be developed that meets your 
objectives, whether it’s managing 
the area for wildlife or maximizing 
timber harvest or both.  In recent 
years, through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), 
NRCS has offered funding for the 
development of forest management 
plans.  Once developed, NRCS and 
the regional service forester will 
ensure the plan is adequate and 
complete. (NOTE: Harvesting timber 
on your property without a plan by a 
reputable forester can lead to issues 
such as timber stealing, high-grading, 
poor logging trails and excessive 
erosion from un-stabilized areas after 
timbering.  High-grading is a practice 
where the best of the best are taken 
from the property.  This tends to lead 
to a less diverse forest stand with 
weaker, inferior trees remaining.  
Be cautious, high-grading can be 
described as “selective cutting” and 
sometimes “diameter limit cutting”, 
which sounds environmentally 
friendly but can have disastrous 
effects in the long run.  Be cautious if 
your consulting forester is the same 
person that is logging your property 
or affi liated with the company that is 
logging your property.)

2. Implement the plan.  Typical 
practices that may be included in a 
forest management plan are thinning 
dense stands of trees, controlling 
invasive and noxious vegetation, 
and planting trees and shrubs.  Your 
specifi c objectives for your property 
will determine which practices 
you will want to implement.  For 
example, if your primary objective 
is to increase wildlife habitat, you 
might fi rst consider creating more 
diverse habitat on your property by 
establishing open grassy/shrubby 
areas for ground nesting birds like 
quail.  On the other hand, if your 
long-term objective is to increase 
timber harvest production, you 
may consider managing the area to 

Karoline Kent is the daughter of Grant 
and Beverly Kent of Lititz and attends 
Warwick High School. She will attend 
Penn State to major in animal science 
and minor in equine science agribusi-
ness.  Her keen interest in horses and 
4-H has enabled her to excel from club 
to national levels. She competed in 
4-H horse shows and judging competi-
tions at the county, district, state and 
national levels.  She also demonstrated 
speaking and leadership expertise 
in 4-H, participating in the PA 4-H 
Leadership Conference, Capital Days 
and Achievement Days.  Karoline was 
named President of 4-H State Council, 
and at the National 4-H Conference in 
Washington, she made a presentation 
to the US Department of Agriculture.  A 
member of the Warwick FFA chapter, 
she served as its President and is also 
a member of the PA Equine Council, PA 
Farm Bureau, and PA Young Farmer and 
Rancher Association.  As a Girl Scout for 
13 years, she earned its Gold Award, and 
won the Lancaster County Envirothon 
team competition in 2014.

Benjamin Welk is a senior at Lampeter 
Strasburg High School and is the son of 
Emily and Donald Welk, Jr., of Strasburg.  
He will major in agriculture science at 
Penn State, Berks Campus.  Benjamin 
has been a member of the 4-H Swine 
Club for 10 years and served as its 
treasurer, vice-president, and president.  

Continued from page 1

He enjoys showing pigs at the West 
Lampeter Fair, County Round-up, and PA 
Farm Show.  He is a member of Lam-
peter Strasburg’s Garden Spot chapter 
of FFA, serving as sentinel, treasurer, 
and student advisor, chairing several 
committees, and attending the FFA Na-
tional Convention in 2013.  He earned 
the Greenhand, Chapter, Red Rose, and 
Keystone degrees and is now working 
toward earning the American degree 
to complete his FFA accomplishments.  
He volunteers at West Lampeter Fair 
and assists with landscape work at his 
church. 

Annual scholarships are awarded by 
the Foundation as part of its charitable 
and educational mission goals. Scholar-
ships are funded by earnings from the 
Elmer L. Esbenshade Charitable Trust 
Fund, supplemented with monies from 
its operating budget.  Esbenshade was 
one of the organization’s founders who 
desired to assist Lancaster County se-
niors whose career goals required study 
in some aspect of agriculture, consumer 
science or family living.  Since 1966, 
the Farm and Home Foundation has 
awarded 474 students with scholar-
ships having a total value of over 
$560,000.

Please refer to the scholarship page 
of our website for further information, 
www.farmandhomecenter.com, or 
contact Scholarship Committee 
Chairman, Leon Ressler, at 394-6851.

increase growth of more marketable 
tree species.  Your regional service 
forester and/or consulting forester 
will be available to answer any 
technical questions you have during 
the implementation process. In recent 
years, NRCS has also offered funding 
through EQIP to assist landowners 
with the implementation of practices 
identifi ed in your forest management 
plan.  

If you own forestland, why not consider 
managing it to provide wildlife benefi ts 
and possibly put some extra cash in your 
pocket? 
 

For more information on forestry 
conservation contact one of the following 
offi ces:
•  NRCS Lancaster Field Offi ce 
    (717) 299-5361 Ext. 3 

•  DCNR William Penn Forest District 
    (610) 582-9660

Some additional forestry resources to help 
you get started:
•  DCNR  Bureau of Forestry - http://www.dcnr.
state.pa.us/forestry/yourwoods/index.htm

•  Forest-A-Syst Program - www.forestasyst.org

Originally by:
 - Andy Myers
   NRCS Soil Conservationist

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING FAIR

Six Students 
Win Science Fair 
Awards
The North Museum Science and Engineer-
ing Fair took place on March 25, 2015, at 
the Franklin and Marshall College.  Since 
1999, the Farm and Home Foundation has 
sponsored auxiliary awards to students 
whose projects demonstrate excellence in 
topics relating to agriculture, conservation 
or consumer sciences.  Three high school 
and three junior high students were 
selected to receive award certifi cates and 
cash prizes. 

First place in the senior high level was 
awarded to Maya Rao, a senior at Hemp-
fi eld High School, for her project focused 
on testing for bacterial content of drink-
ing water.  Connor Kilgore, a junior at War-
wick High School, received second place.  
Also from Warwick High School, Abrielle 
Minnich, a sophomore, took third place.

In the junior high division, Joseph Wen-
tling, an eighth grade student at Landis-
ville Middle School, earned fi rst place 
for his study of the impact of buffers on 
stream water.  Grace Buckwalter, an eighth 
grader from Centerville Middle School, 
received second place.  Third place was 
awarded to Rhea Kumar, a seventh grade 
student from Centerville Middle School.

Daniel Baum from DBC Ag Products 
served as judge to determine the win-
ners of this year’s Foundation sponsored 
awards.

FOUNDATION UPDATE

Annual Meeting

The Farm and Home Foundation held 
its 51st annual meeting the evening 
of Tuesday, January 20, 2015,  to review 
fi nancial reports of the 2013-14 audit, 
hear a “state of the Foundation” summary 
from the president, elect new board 
members, and conduct other business.

A highlight of the evening was a 
presentation from Scholarship Chairman, 
Leon Ressler, about six students who 

were awarded scholarships in May, 
2014, as well as fourteen students who 
re-qualifi ed from prior years.  Jordan 
Risser, who was awarded a scholarship 
in 2004 and majored in agronomy 
at Delaware Valley College, related 
how the Farm and Home Foundation 
scholarship assisted him in his career 
path.  He initially returned to work 
on his family’s farm, and he presently 
works in the Agriculture Finance 
Department of Fulton Bank.    

Elected to the board that evening were 
returning directors Lloyd Hess, Jordan 

Risser, and Kenneth Rohrer, as well 
as new members Daniel Fox, Doreen 
Shearer, and Llew Williams.  Offi cers 
for 2015 are as follows: Nevin Dourte, 
President; Jack Coleman, Vice-president; 
Scott Augsburger, Secretary; Alan Strock, 
Treasurer.

Due to the success of the 50th 
Anniversary Banquet in 2014, another 
banquet with a recognized speaker is 
being planned for spring, 2016. Watch 
for information in the fall newsletter for 
a date and other details.  

2015 Scholarships
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PENN STATE EXTENSION
 

Drones in Agriculture?

As a teenager growing up on a farm out-
side of Manheim, I was fascinated by tech-
nology. When the farm work was fi nished, 
I spent many evenings and Sunday after-
noons building and fl ying model rockets. 
My “dream job” was to be an agronomist for 
NASA and, dare I say, to actually learn how 
to grow crops in space. I also had model 
airplanes that fl ew on control lines, even 
allowing my friends and me to have dog-
fi ghts.  I never worked for NASA, but I was 
fortunate to acquire MS and BS degrees in 
agronomy.

What a surprise 30 years later to fi nd my-
self in the possession of a “Drone”, also 
called a UAV or Unmanned Aerial Vehicle. 
The FAA has begun using the offi cial title 
of “Unmanned Aircraft System” or UAS in 
its development of the rules and regula-
tions for these craft; thus you have the 
craft, the operator and the electronic con-
trol system treated as one UAS.  What be-
gan as a simple toy and hobby when I was 
a teenager has developed into a potential 
industry with many potential uses.  My in-
terests, of course, are the agricultural uses 
for such a system.

What may look like a toy to some has 
morphed into a scary invasion of privacy 
and personal rights for others.  With this in 
mind, the FFA has grounded all non-mili-
tary drones (except those very small ones 
which can still be used by a hobbyist) until 
they establish comprehensive guidelines 
and rules for their use.  Some of these rules 
are actually being released as I write this 
article. The airways are considered a public 
commodity and, therefore, you do not own 
the airspace above your property at 5,000 
feet or even 500 feet; it belongs to the na-
tion.  So, technically you cannot prevent a 

fl yover of any manned or unmanned craft.  
As you might guess, one FAA regulation 
to address this situation that will cover 
very large unmanned aircraft down to very 
small “toy” ones will be very complicated 
and specifi c.

I have been considering potential agron-
omy uses of small drones and experi-
menting with a small, inexpensive one 
that I purchased through Penn State (only 
$400.00).  With it I can take fairly high 
resolution photos and videos as I fl y over 
crops and fi elds of interest.  I have used 
my drone to scout for weed escapes, dis-
ease development, and to locate other 
problem areas in fi elds around Lancaster 
County.  This method is especially useful in 
taller crops like standing corn to look for 
issues such as nitrogen defi ciency.  I also 
used it to make promotional videos for the 
nationally recognized fl ower trials at the 
Penn State research farm near Landisville.  
Agriculture has utilized aerial and satellite 
imagery for decades to help assess crop 
conditions across the country, but now we 
have access to more detailed imagery that 
a farmer or crop scout could collect and 
put to use on his or her farm.  The cam-
eras on many drones can also collect data 
in the infrared spectrum, which correlates 
to factors such as nitrogen status, plant 
stress level, drought stress and other pa-
rameters, to help manage a growing crop. 
Anecdotally, I have found that they are 
great to fi nd unwanted groundhog holes 
in soybean fi elds.  But if one lands unex-
pectedly in tall crops, you are in store for 
several hours of searching.  You may view 
some of my videos and an interview with 
WGAL-TV, Channel 8, if you go to YouTube 
and search for “Jeffrey Graybill.”
 - Jeff Graybill
 Certifi ed Crop Advisor (CCA), 
 Agronomy Educator

Farm & Home Foundation 5

TENANT NEWS
LANCASTER/LEBANON
FARM SERVICE AGENCY

New 2014 Farm Bill 
Programs

In February, 2014, Congress passed and 
the President signed the new Farm Bill 
that, for the fi rst time in almost a decade, 
created a host of new federal programs 
for production agriculture. Since then the 
Lancaster/Lebanon FSA staff has attended 
program specifi c trainings to be able to 
promote, explain, and complete the sign-
ups of these new programs.

Starting last fall, the Margin Protection 
Program-Dairy (MPP-DAIRY) enrollment 
opened up.  MPP-Dairy is a risk based 
program, similar to insurance that pro-
ducers can choose to voluntarily protect 
their milk margin income.   According to 
the staff, it was one of the busiest times 
the FSA offi ce has seen in recent memory.  
Complicating matters, producers had op-
tions and choices to make that slowed 
the sign up process. Lancaster County was 
fourth highest nationwide in the enroll-
ment number for MPP-Dairy, which does 
not include the Lebanon County sign up 
numbers.

Over the last 3 months, the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage/ Price Loss Coverage (ARC/
PLC) commodity program sign ups have 
occurred.    These commodity programs 
took the place of the former direct pay-
ment programs.  Similar to MPP-Dairy, 
the ARC/PLC programs are risk based and 
sensitive to price and revenue loss for ag-
ronomic crops.  Producers had a one-time 
opportunity to update their yields and re-
allocate their base acres at the farm level.  
While we’ve been busy lately, at the writ-
ing of this article, the fi nal pieces of the 
ARC/PLC sign up are coming together.    
 - Douglas Kilgore
   Acting Administrator 

Flower trials at PSU Research Farm 

Field of corn near Manheim

LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Apply Now for Youth 
Conservation School

A rigorous summer fi eld school fi lled 
with fresh air and learning is just a few 
months away.  The Lancaster County Youth 
Conservation School (YCS) will take place 
July 19-25, celebrating 36 years of education 
in the great outdoors.  Here’s your chance to 
be a part of it.

The Lancaster County Conservation District, 
along with Local Sportsmen’s Clubs, proudly 
offers a week-long summer fi eld school 
for teens, ages 14-16, focused on outdoor 
activities and conservation of our natural 
resources.  Students reside at the school 
at the Northern Lancaster County Fish 
and Game Protection Association in West 
Cocalico Township, where tents and cots 
demonstrate low impact camping.  

There are many study topics to empower 
students, ensuring a sustained conservation 
legacy. Topics include water quality, forestry, 
canoeing, wildlife management, archery, 
survival, and fi rearm safety.  Teens will have 
the opportunity to meet professionals in 
various environmental related fi elds and 
discuss career options with them.

Students benefi t from generous County 
Federated Sportmens Clubs and Community 
Organizations who provide 90% of the YCS 
tuition.  Students are responsible for a $25 
registration fee.  To receive an application, 
contact Sallie Gregory at 299-5361 x.117 
or click www.lancasterconservation.org; 
applications must be received by June 12.
 - Sallie Gregory
   Education Coordinator

Conservation Plan  is 
NOT a Stormwater Plan

It’s common for the Lancaster County 
Conservation District (LCCD) Agriculture 
Department to receive calls from 
agricultural producers as they expand an 
existing or construct a new agricultural 
operation. 

The local municipality issues a building 
permit, but before the building permit 
is issued, agricultural operations must 
often comply with state environmental 
regulations as well as local zoning 
and stormwater ordinances.  The LCCD 
Agriculture Department can assist with 
Conservation, Agriculture Erosion and 
Sedimentation (Ag E&S), and Manure 
Management Planning to meet state 
requirements associated with the 
management of the farming operation.  
However, the District does not develop 
stormwater management plans for 
new impervious areas (roofs, lanes, 
walkways, etc.) or call for stormwater 
best management practices (BMPs) 
in Conservation, Ag E&S, or Manure 
Management Plans.  

To comply with local stormwater and 
zoning ordinances, additional BMPs 
may be required. Consultation with the 
local municipality will be necessary to 
determine the appropriate stormwater 
controls.  

For more information about the technical 
and planning assistance available from 
LCCD, contact your area agriculture 
technician at (717) 299-5361 x.5.
 - Kate Bresaw
 Ag Conservation Technician
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Drones in Agriculture?

As a teenager growing up on a farm out-
side of Manheim, I was fascinated by tech-
nology. When the farm work was fi nished, 
I spent many evenings and Sunday after-
noons building and fl ying model rockets. 
My “dream job” was to be an agronomist for 
NASA and, dare I say, to actually learn how 
to grow crops in space. I also had model 
airplanes that fl ew on control lines, even 
allowing my friends and me to have dog-
fi ghts.  I never worked for NASA, but I was 
fortunate to acquire MS and BS degrees in 
agronomy.

What a surprise 30 years later to fi nd my-
self in the possession of a “Drone”, also 
called a UAV or Unmanned Aerial Vehicle. 
The FAA has begun using the offi cial title 
of “Unmanned Aircraft System” or UAS in 
its development of the rules and regula-
tions for these craft; thus you have the 
craft, the operator and the electronic con-
trol system treated as one UAS.  What be-
gan as a simple toy and hobby when I was 
a teenager has developed into a potential 
industry with many potential uses.  My in-
terests, of course, are the agricultural uses 
for such a system.

What may look like a toy to some has 
morphed into a scary invasion of privacy 
and personal rights for others.  With this in 
mind, the FFA has grounded all non-mili-
tary drones (except those very small ones 
which can still be used by a hobbyist) until 
they establish comprehensive guidelines 
and rules for their use.  Some of these rules 
are actually being released as I write this 
article. The airways are considered a public 
commodity and, therefore, you do not own 
the airspace above your property at 5,000 
feet or even 500 feet; it belongs to the na-
tion.  So, technically you cannot prevent a 

fl yover of any manned or unmanned craft.  
As you might guess, one FAA regulation 
to address this situation that will cover 
very large unmanned aircraft down to very 
small “toy” ones will be very complicated 
and specifi c.

I have been considering potential agron-
omy uses of small drones and experi-
menting with a small, inexpensive one 
that I purchased through Penn State (only 
$400.00).  With it I can take fairly high 
resolution photos and videos as I fl y over 
crops and fi elds of interest.  I have used 
my drone to scout for weed escapes, dis-
ease development, and to locate other 
problem areas in fi elds around Lancaster 
County.  This method is especially useful in 
taller crops like standing corn to look for 
issues such as nitrogen defi ciency.  I also 
used it to make promotional videos for the 
nationally recognized fl ower trials at the 
Penn State research farm near Landisville.  
Agriculture has utilized aerial and satellite 
imagery for decades to help assess crop 
conditions across the country, but now we 
have access to more detailed imagery that 
a farmer or crop scout could collect and 
put to use on his or her farm.  The cam-
eras on many drones can also collect data 
in the infrared spectrum, which correlates 
to factors such as nitrogen status, plant 
stress level, drought stress and other pa-
rameters, to help manage a growing crop. 
Anecdotally, I have found that they are 
great to fi nd unwanted groundhog holes 
in soybean fi elds.  But if one lands unex-
pectedly in tall crops, you are in store for 
several hours of searching.  You may view 
some of my videos and an interview with 
WGAL-TV, Channel 8, if you go to YouTube 
and search for “Jeffrey Graybill.”
 - Jeff Graybill
 Certifi ed Crop Advisor (CCA), 
 Agronomy Educator
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New 2014 Farm Bill 
Programs

In February, 2014, Congress passed and 
the President signed the new Farm Bill 
that, for the fi rst time in almost a decade, 
created a host of new federal programs 
for production agriculture. Since then the 
Lancaster/Lebanon FSA staff has attended 
program specifi c trainings to be able to 
promote, explain, and complete the sign-
ups of these new programs.

Starting last fall, the Margin Protection 
Program-Dairy (MPP-DAIRY) enrollment 
opened up.  MPP-Dairy is a risk based 
program, similar to insurance that pro-
ducers can choose to voluntarily protect 
their milk margin income.   According to 
the staff, it was one of the busiest times 
the FSA offi ce has seen in recent memory.  
Complicating matters, producers had op-
tions and choices to make that slowed 
the sign up process. Lancaster County was 
fourth highest nationwide in the enroll-
ment number for MPP-Dairy, which does 
not include the Lebanon County sign up 
numbers.

Over the last 3 months, the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage/ Price Loss Coverage (ARC/
PLC) commodity program sign ups have 
occurred.    These commodity programs 
took the place of the former direct pay-
ment programs.  Similar to MPP-Dairy, 
the ARC/PLC programs are risk based and 
sensitive to price and revenue loss for ag-
ronomic crops.  Producers had a one-time 
opportunity to update their yields and re-
allocate their base acres at the farm level.  
While we’ve been busy lately, at the writ-
ing of this article, the fi nal pieces of the 
ARC/PLC sign up are coming together.    
 - Douglas Kilgore
   Acting Administrator 

Flower trials at PSU Research Farm 

Field of corn near Manheim

LANCASTER COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Apply Now for Youth 
Conservation School

A rigorous summer fi eld school fi lled 
with fresh air and learning is just a few 
months away.  The Lancaster County Youth 
Conservation School (YCS) will take place 
July 19-25, celebrating 36 years of education 
in the great outdoors.  Here’s your chance to 
be a part of it.

The Lancaster County Conservation District, 
along with Local Sportsmen’s Clubs, proudly 
offers a week-long summer fi eld school 
for teens, ages 14-16, focused on outdoor 
activities and conservation of our natural 
resources.  Students reside at the school 
at the Northern Lancaster County Fish 
and Game Protection Association in West 
Cocalico Township, where tents and cots 
demonstrate low impact camping.  

There are many study topics to empower 
students, ensuring a sustained conservation 
legacy. Topics include water quality, forestry, 
canoeing, wildlife management, archery, 
survival, and fi rearm safety.  Teens will have 
the opportunity to meet professionals in 
various environmental related fi elds and 
discuss career options with them.

Students benefi t from generous County 
Federated Sportmens Clubs and Community 
Organizations who provide 90% of the YCS 
tuition.  Students are responsible for a $25 
registration fee.  To receive an application, 
contact Sallie Gregory at 299-5361 x.117 
or click www.lancasterconservation.org; 
applications must be received by June 12.
 - Sallie Gregory
   Education Coordinator

Conservation Plan  is 
NOT a Stormwater Plan

It’s common for the Lancaster County 
Conservation District (LCCD) Agriculture 
Department to receive calls from 
agricultural producers as they expand an 
existing or construct a new agricultural 
operation. 

The local municipality issues a building 
permit, but before the building permit 
is issued, agricultural operations must 
often comply with state environmental 
regulations as well as local zoning 
and stormwater ordinances.  The LCCD 
Agriculture Department can assist with 
Conservation, Agriculture Erosion and 
Sedimentation (Ag E&S), and Manure 
Management Planning to meet state 
requirements associated with the 
management of the farming operation.  
However, the District does not develop 
stormwater management plans for 
new impervious areas (roofs, lanes, 
walkways, etc.) or call for stormwater 
best management practices (BMPs) 
in Conservation, Ag E&S, or Manure 
Management Plans.  

To comply with local stormwater and 
zoning ordinances, additional BMPs 
may be required. Consultation with the 
local municipality will be necessary to 
determine the appropriate stormwater 
controls.  

For more information about the technical 
and planning assistance available from 
LCCD, contact your area agriculture 
technician at (717) 299-5361 x.5.
 - Kate Bresaw
 Ag Conservation Technician
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USDA’s NATURAL RESOURCES CON-
SERVATION SERVICE

Got Woodland?

More than half of the state of 
Pennsylvania is considered forestland 
(16.7 million acres of 28.6 million total 
acres), so the chance is good that you 
do.  Even in Lancaster County there are 
about 103,000 acres of forestland, 17% 
of the county’s 604,000 total acres.  Many 
of the forestland acres in southeastern 
Pennsylvania are preserved in smaller 
tracts of land, as compared to those 
in northern Pennsylvania.  Because of 
these smaller tracts and the fact that 
the county has more urban and suburban 
areas, farmland, and highways, invasive 
and other undesirable vegetation tend to 
spread more rapidly in our forested areas 
than in the larger woodlands of the north.  
Many of our woodlands are plagued 
with unwanted species like multifl ora 
rose, oriental bittersweet and Japanese 
stilt grass, which can out-compete our 
native, more valuable species like oak 
and poplar.   For the last several years the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), in partnership with the Bureau 
of Forestry, a division of the Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources 
(DCNR), has been assisting Pennsylvania’s 
forestland owners in managing their 
woodlots for wildlife and forest products.  
Whether you have 5 acres or 500, there 
are some best management practices you 
can implement to benefi t your woodlot 
for wildlife and most likely, your wallet.
 

Where to start:
1. Get a plan.  Contact your regional 

DCNR service forester or your local 
NRCS fi eld offi ce about getting a 
forest management plan for your 
property.  Working closely with a 

private forestry consultant, a plan 
will be developed that meets your 
objectives, whether it’s managing 
the area for wildlife or maximizing 
timber harvest or both.  In recent 
years, through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), 
NRCS has offered funding for the 
development of forest management 
plans.  Once developed, NRCS and 
the regional service forester will 
ensure the plan is adequate and 
complete. (NOTE: Harvesting timber 
on your property without a plan by a 
reputable forester can lead to issues 
such as timber stealing, high-grading, 
poor logging trails and excessive 
erosion from un-stabilized areas after 
timbering.  High-grading is a practice 
where the best of the best are taken 
from the property.  This tends to lead 
to a less diverse forest stand with 
weaker, inferior trees remaining.  
Be cautious, high-grading can be 
described as “selective cutting” and 
sometimes “diameter limit cutting”, 
which sounds environmentally 
friendly but can have disastrous 
effects in the long run.  Be cautious if 
your consulting forester is the same 
person that is logging your property 
or affi liated with the company that is 
logging your property.)

2. Implement the plan.  Typical 
practices that may be included in a 
forest management plan are thinning 
dense stands of trees, controlling 
invasive and noxious vegetation, 
and planting trees and shrubs.  Your 
specifi c objectives for your property 
will determine which practices 
you will want to implement.  For 
example, if your primary objective 
is to increase wildlife habitat, you 
might fi rst consider creating more 
diverse habitat on your property by 
establishing open grassy/shrubby 
areas for ground nesting birds like 
quail.  On the other hand, if your 
long-term objective is to increase 
timber harvest production, you 
may consider managing the area to 

Karoline Kent is the daughter of Grant 
and Beverly Kent of Lititz and attends 
Warwick High School. She will attend 
Penn State to major in animal science 
and minor in equine science agribusi-
ness.  Her keen interest in horses and 
4-H has enabled her to excel from club 
to national levels. She competed in 
4-H horse shows and judging competi-
tions at the county, district, state and 
national levels.  She also demonstrated 
speaking and leadership expertise 
in 4-H, participating in the PA 4-H 
Leadership Conference, Capital Days 
and Achievement Days.  Karoline was 
named President of 4-H State Council, 
and at the National 4-H Conference in 
Washington, she made a presentation 
to the US Department of Agriculture.  A 
member of the Warwick FFA chapter, 
she served as its President and is also 
a member of the PA Equine Council, PA 
Farm Bureau, and PA Young Farmer and 
Rancher Association.  As a Girl Scout for 
13 years, she earned its Gold Award, and 
won the Lancaster County Envirothon 
team competition in 2014.

Benjamin Welk is a senior at Lampeter 
Strasburg High School and is the son of 
Emily and Donald Welk, Jr., of Strasburg.  
He will major in agriculture science at 
Penn State, Berks Campus.  Benjamin 
has been a member of the 4-H Swine 
Club for 10 years and served as its 
treasurer, vice-president, and president.  

Continued from page 1

He enjoys showing pigs at the West 
Lampeter Fair, County Round-up, and PA 
Farm Show.  He is a member of Lam-
peter Strasburg’s Garden Spot chapter 
of FFA, serving as sentinel, treasurer, 
and student advisor, chairing several 
committees, and attending the FFA Na-
tional Convention in 2013.  He earned 
the Greenhand, Chapter, Red Rose, and 
Keystone degrees and is now working 
toward earning the American degree 
to complete his FFA accomplishments.  
He volunteers at West Lampeter Fair 
and assists with landscape work at his 
church. 

Annual scholarships are awarded by 
the Foundation as part of its charitable 
and educational mission goals. Scholar-
ships are funded by earnings from the 
Elmer L. Esbenshade Charitable Trust 
Fund, supplemented with monies from 
its operating budget.  Esbenshade was 
one of the organization’s founders who 
desired to assist Lancaster County se-
niors whose career goals required study 
in some aspect of agriculture, consumer 
science or family living.  Since 1966, 
the Farm and Home Foundation has 
awarded 474 students with scholar-
ships having a total value of over 
$560,000.

Please refer to the scholarship page 
of our website for further information, 
www.farmandhomecenter.com, or 
contact Scholarship Committee 
Chairman, Leon Ressler, at 394-6851.

increase growth of more marketable 
tree species.  Your regional service 
forester and/or consulting forester 
will be available to answer any 
technical questions you have during 
the implementation process. In recent 
years, NRCS has also offered funding 
through EQIP to assist landowners 
with the implementation of practices 
identifi ed in your forest management 
plan.  

If you own forestland, why not consider 
managing it to provide wildlife benefi ts 
and possibly put some extra cash in your 
pocket? 
 

For more information on forestry 
conservation contact one of the following 
offi ces:
•  NRCS Lancaster Field Offi ce 
    (717) 299-5361 Ext. 3 

•  DCNR William Penn Forest District 
    (610) 582-9660

Some additional forestry resources to help 
you get started:
•  DCNR  Bureau of Forestry - http://www.dcnr.
state.pa.us/forestry/yourwoods/index.htm

•  Forest-A-Syst Program - www.forestasyst.org

Originally by:
 - Andy Myers
   NRCS Soil Conservationist

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING FAIR

Six Students 
Win Science Fair 
Awards
The North Museum Science and Engineer-
ing Fair took place on March 25, 2015, at 
the Franklin and Marshall College.  Since 
1999, the Farm and Home Foundation has 
sponsored auxiliary awards to students 
whose projects demonstrate excellence in 
topics relating to agriculture, conservation 
or consumer sciences.  Three high school 
and three junior high students were 
selected to receive award certifi cates and 
cash prizes. 

First place in the senior high level was 
awarded to Maya Rao, a senior at Hemp-
fi eld High School, for her project focused 
on testing for bacterial content of drink-
ing water.  Connor Kilgore, a junior at War-
wick High School, received second place.  
Also from Warwick High School, Abrielle 
Minnich, a sophomore, took third place.

In the junior high division, Joseph Wen-
tling, an eighth grade student at Landis-
ville Middle School, earned fi rst place 
for his study of the impact of buffers on 
stream water.  Grace Buckwalter, an eighth 
grader from Centerville Middle School, 
received second place.  Third place was 
awarded to Rhea Kumar, a seventh grade 
student from Centerville Middle School.

Daniel Baum from DBC Ag Products 
served as judge to determine the win-
ners of this year’s Foundation sponsored 
awards.

FOUNDATION UPDATE

Annual Meeting

The Farm and Home Foundation held 
its 51st annual meeting the evening 
of Tuesday, January 20, 2015,  to review 
fi nancial reports of the 2013-14 audit, 
hear a “state of the Foundation” summary 
from the president, elect new board 
members, and conduct other business.

A highlight of the evening was a 
presentation from Scholarship Chairman, 
Leon Ressler, about six students who 

were awarded scholarships in May, 
2014, as well as fourteen students who 
re-qualifi ed from prior years.  Jordan 
Risser, who was awarded a scholarship 
in 2004 and majored in agronomy 
at Delaware Valley College, related 
how the Farm and Home Foundation 
scholarship assisted him in his career 
path.  He initially returned to work 
on his family’s farm, and he presently 
works in the Agriculture Finance 
Department of Fulton Bank.    

Elected to the board that evening were 
returning directors Lloyd Hess, Jordan 

Risser, and Kenneth Rohrer, as well 
as new members Daniel Fox, Doreen 
Shearer, and Llew Williams.  Offi cers 
for 2015 are as follows: Nevin Dourte, 
President; Jack Coleman, Vice-president; 
Scott Augsburger, Secretary; Alan Strock, 
Treasurer.

Due to the success of the 50th 
Anniversary Banquet in 2014, another 
banquet with a recognized speaker is 
being planned for spring, 2016. Watch 
for information in the fall newsletter for 
a date and other details.  

2015 Scholarships
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Farm and Home Foundation of 
Lancaster County strives to sustain and 
preserve our agrarian heritage by sup-
porting, strengthening and promoting 
the advancement of agriculture and fam-
ily living in local communities through 
education, leadership development and 
conservation.

BOARD MEMBERS
Nevin H. Dourte, President
John E. Coleman, Jr., Vice-President
E. Scott Augsburger, Secretary
Alan W. Strock, Treasurer
Daniel L. Fox
Kurtis L. Groff
J. Larry Hess
Lloyd Hess
Richard D. Hess
Audrey R. Landis
James L. Musser
Bernard R. Nissley
Bonita J. Ranck
Jordan M. Risser
Glenn W. Rohrer
Helen E. Rohrer
P. Kenneth Rohrer
Lynn Royer
Doreen Shearer
Llew Williams

ADVISORY
Leon J. Ressler
Linda J. Armstrong, Manager

Farm and Home Foundation
of Lancaster County

1383 Arcadia Road
Lancaster, PA 17601-3149

717.392.4911
Email: info@farmandhomecenter.com

www.farmandhomecenter.com

MANAGER’S DESK

I am certain you are as eager as I am 
to welcome the long awaited sights, 
sounds, and aromas of spring.  The 
bleak, frigid, and snowy winter months 
seemed to be unending this year; we 
are fi nally enjoying the chirping birds, 
humming lawn mowers, waving yellow 
daffodils, and fragrant lilacs brought 
on by the spring rains and moderating 
temperatures.  Fields are being fertilized 
and groomed by farmers for planting 
fi eld corn, soybeans, and cash crops, 
followed by the fi rst hay cuttings.  Signs 
of the onset of the 2015 growing season 
fi nally surround us!

Changes are likewise occurring within 
the Farm and Home Center this spring.  
Several long-time employees in the 
building recently retired: Carol Harnish
in the Lancaster County Conservation 
District and Warren Wolf, Penn 
State Extension’s Master Gardener 
Coordinator.  Joining them at the end of 
June will be Nancy Wiker, Extension’s 
Family and Consumer Science Educator. 

The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, a three-and-a-
half year tenant on the second fl oor, 
is vacating its 1,058 square foot 
offi ce suite in May.  We wish Michele 
McDonald well as she begins working 
from her home offi ce.  A new tenant, 
Ducks Unlimited, Inc., moved into a 
small offi ce manned by Jim Feaga on 
our lower level in early May.  Also, 
Hope City Church, a congregation in 
search of a permanent home, is leasing 

the remainder of our lower level on a 
short-term basis.  If you or someone 
you know is looking for offi ce space in a 
great building with lots of extra benefi ts, 
please give us a call, and we will gladly 
schedule a building tour or give you 
more details.

The Farm and Home Center continues 
to be a fl urry of activity, with the regular 
events of long-time renters listed on 
our website’s calendar, as well as some 
recent additions: North Museum’s 
Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show in April, 
Bird Expo in May, and a smaller Sports 
Memorabilia Show several times 
throughout the year.  
Did you know that an average of over 
100 meetings and events involving 5,000 
attendees are scheduled at the Farm and 
Home Center every month? 

As we continue a 50-year tradition of 
serving Lancaster County, I encourage 
you to participate in the varied activities 
offered at the Farm and Home Center, 
to make use of the services provided by 
our tenants, and to partner with us by 
making a tax deductible contribution to 
help support the mission of the Farm 
and Home Foundation of Lancaster 
County. 

Until next fall, enjoy all the homegrown 
fruits, vegetables, and fl owers so 
abundantly available to us right at our 
doorsteps!

           Linda Armstrong 

LICHTY TAX ACCOUNTING

The IRS has seen a surge of phone scams 
in recent months as scam artists threaten 
victims with police arrest, deportation, 
license revocation and other things.  The 
IRS reminds taxpayers to guard against all 
sorts of con games that arise during any 
fi ling season and continue throughout the 
year.  

“The fi rst IRS contact with taxpayers is 
usually through the mail.  Taxpayers have 
rights, and this is not how we do business,” 
said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen.

The Dirty Dozen is compiled annually by 
the IRS and lists a variety of common scams 
taxpayers may encounter any time during 
the year.  Many of these con games peak 
during fi ling season as people prepare 
their tax returns or hire someone to do so.  
These scams also occur after the April 15 
fi ling date.  This year the IRS published a 
list of the different scams.

Phone scams top the list this year 
because they have been a persistent and 
pervasive problem for many taxpayers 
for months.  Scammers are able to alter 
caller ID numbers to make it look like the 
IRS is calling.  They use fake names and 
bogus IRS badge numbers.  They often 
leave “urgent” callback requests.  They 
prey on the most vulnerable people, such 
as the elderly, newly arrived immigrants, 
and those whose fi rst language is not 
English.  Scammers have been known to 
impersonate agents from IRS Criminal 
Investigation, as well.  

“These criminals try to scare and shock 
you into providing personal fi nancial 
information on the spot while you are off 
guard,” Koskinen said.  “Don’t be taken in, 
and don’t engage these people over the 
phone.”

The Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration (TIGTA) has received 
reports of roughly 290,000 contacts since 
October, 2013, and is aware of nearly 
3,000 victims who have collectively paid 
over $14 million as a result of the scam, 
in which individuals make unsolicited 
calls to taxpayers fraudulently claiming 
to be IRS offi cials and demanding that 
they send cash via prepaid debit cards.  

As telephone scams continue across the 
country, the IRS recently put out a new 
YouTube video with a renewed warning to 
taxpayers not to be fooled by imposters 
posing as tax agency representatives.  
The new Tax Scams video describes some 
basic tips to help protect taxpayers.  

These callers may demand money or 
may say you have a refund due and try to 
trick you into sharing private information.  
These con artists can sound convincing 
when they call and may know a lot about 
you.  

The IRS reminds people how they can 
know pretty easily when a supposed 
IRS caller is a fake.  Here are fi ve things 
the scammers often do but the IRS will 
not do.  Any one of these fi ve things is a 
telltale sign of a scam.  

The IRS will never:
1.  Call to demand immediate payment, 

nor will the agency call you about 
taxes owed without fi rst mailing you 
a bill.  

2. Demand that you pay taxes without 
giving you the opportunity to 
question or appeal the amount they 
say you owe.

3. Require you to use a specifi c payment 
method for your taxes, such as a 
prepaid debit card.

4. Ask for credit or debit card numbers 
over the phone.

5. Threaten to bring in local police 
or other law-enforcement groups 
to have you arrested for not paying 
taxes.  

If you get a phone call from someone 
claiming to be from the IRS and asking for 
money, here’s what you should do:
1.  If you know or think you might owe 

taxes, call the IRS at 1-800-829-1040.  
The IRS workers can help you with a 
payment issue.  If you are working 
with a tax preparer for your tax fi ling, 
contact them immediately.  Do not 
provide any inormation or return the 
call to a possible scammer.  

2. If you have been targeted by this 
type of scam, contact the Federal 
Trade Commission and use their 
FTC Complaint Assistant at FTC.gov.  
Please add &quotIRS Telephone 
Scam&quot to the comments of your 
complaint.  

Remember, too, the IRS does not use email, 
text messages or any social media to 
discuss your personal tax issues involving 
bills or refunds.  For more information on 
reporting tax scams, go to www.irs.gov 
and type “scam” in the search box.  

Additional information about tax scams 
is available on IRS social media sites, 
including YouTube, http://www.youtube.
com/irsvideos.

TENANT NEWS

IRS Phone Scams Remain Serious Threat 

“If someone calls 
unexpectedly claiming 
to be from the IRS, with 
aggressive threats if you 
don’t pay immediately, 
it’s a scam artist calling.”          
    - IRS Commissioner John Koskinen

search of a permanent home, is leasing            Linda Armstrong 

Boasting a broad-based and active 
membership, in 2014 there were over 
500,000 adult and nearly 50,000 
youth members registered.  Volunteers 
annually organize more than 4,000 

Continued from page 8

Ducks Unlimited
fundraising events to benefi t the 
organization.  If you want to fi nd more 
information on its endeavors or on 
becoming a member, go to www.ducks.org.  
Welcome, Jim, and DU!
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ADDRESS CHANGE?
If you have moved, changed your name, 
or prefer to be removed from our 
mailing list, please contact us by mail, 
email (info@farmandhomecenter.com), 
or phone (392-4911). Thank you!
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Four graduating seniors were recently 
awarded $1,000 scholarships to attend 
college next fall to study some aspect 
of agriculture. Applicants were rated 
by the Farm and Home Foundation’s 
Scholarship Committee on the basis of 
academic achievement, fi nancial need, 
community service, and demonstrated 
leadership skills.  They will be eligible 
to receive up to $4,000 by maintain-
ing a minimum 3.0 grade average and 
continuing full time studies in a qualify-
ing major in agriculture, family living, or 
consumer science.

Brooke Balmer, daughter of Kevin and 
Tammy Balmer of Elizabethtown, is a 

continued on page 3

senior at Manheim Central High School.  
Brooke plans to become a veterinary 
technician by furthering her education 
at York Technical Institute.  She demon-
strated leadership in her FFA chapter 
by serving as chaplain, treasurer, and 
president.  She also participated in her 
church’s youth group, serving on its 
cabinet, as well as assisting in building 
a house for a homeless family.  Brooke 
works on her family’s dairy farm on 
Elizabethtown Road.

Katelyn Campion attends Penn Manor 
High School and is the daughter of 
Michael Campion and Anne Zimmer-
man, of Lancaster.  She will attend 

Penn State University to major in 
agricultural and extension educa-
tion.  Katelyn participated in FFA in its 
Swine Production SAE show and sale, 
served as a student advisor, received PA 
Keystone and Dekalb Awards, as well as 
the Outstanding FFA Volunteer award. 
She served as a volunteer for Schreiber 
Pediatric Swim Buddies and volun-
teered at West Lampeter Fair.  She was 
a Lancaster County representative in the 
2014 Distinguished Young Women in 
PA competition and played on the Penn 
Manor lacrosse team.  Certifi ed by Red 
Cross in lifesaving and CPR, she works 
as a lifeguard and swimming instructor 
at Millersville Lion’s Club Pool.

(L to R) Benjamin Welk, Katelyn Campion, Brooke Balmer, Karoline Kent

NEW TENANT

This month a new tenant, Ducks Unlimited, 
Inc., joined the Farm and Home Center.  Its 
offi ce is occupied by James Feaga, whose 
responsibilities include territory in Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey, and the Long Island 
Sound. 

A native of Pennsylvania, Jim received a 
B. S. degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Sci-
ences in 2011 from Pennsylvania State 
University. While at Penn State, he per-
formed undergraduate research as a Ron-
ald E. McNair Scholar, addressing avian use 
of restored wetlands within the Ridge and 
Valley region in Pennsylvania and evaluat-
ing wetland plant community composition 
to assess successional changes since its 
1998 restoration. In 2013, Jim received a 
M.S. degree in Wildlife Fisheries and Aqua-
culture from Mississippi State University. 
While at Mississippi State, Jim assessed 
wintering waterfowl use and food re-
sources of production and non-production 
aquaculture sites in the Mississippi Al-

luvial Valley as part of the Migratory Bird 
Habitat Initiative to provide wetland habi-
tats inland from the Gulf oil spill in 2010. 
Jim then became a scientist for an envi-
ronmental engineering and consulting 
company in western Pennsylvania, where 
he was tasked with various wetland delin-
eation, mitigation, and permitting projects. 
Currently, Mr. Feaga is responsible for the 
development, delivery and administration 
of private and public wetland acquisition, 
restoration, and enhancement projects in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Long Island 
Sound for Ducks Unlimited. This includes 
prospecting of potential projects, col-
laboration with landowners and partners, 
project design and management, and 
coordination of agreements, permits, and 
management plans. Additionally, Mr. Feaga 
works closely with individuals and public/
private entities to secure funding for fu-
ture protection, restoration, and enhance-
ment of wetlands and associated habitats. 
Mr. Feaga also works with volunteers and 

fund-raising staff, disseminating informa-
tion on DU programs to private individu-
als and partners. His expertise includes 
waterfowl and wetland ecology; monitor-
ing and sampling wetland habitat; pas-
serine, waterbird, and waterfowl surveys; 
delivery of management strategies for 
wetlands restoration and management; 
and passerine and waterfowl banding.

Ducks Unlimited (DU), world renowned for 
its wetland and waterfowl conservation, 
began during the Dust Bowl in 1937 when 
North America’s drought-plagued wa-
terfowl populations plunged to danger-
ously low numbers.  A group of concerned 
sportsmen joined forces and formed 
Ducks Unlimited in an effort to remedy 
the situation.  DU is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t 
organization, the world’s largest and most 
effective private waterfowl and wetlands 
group.   Its mission “conserves, restores 
and manages wetlands and associated 
habitats for North America’s waterfowl.  
This also benefi ts other wildlife and 
people.”  Ducks Unlimited has thus far 
conserved over 13 million acres of water-
fowl habitat across North America.

Ducks Unlimited Opens Office
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